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UMEROUS as are the works of the Author 
of the following Discouree, and eomi 
them poBBeesed of considerable reput&tion, httle 
remains known of his private history to gratify 
the curiosity of those who have profited by his 
learned and pious labours. 

He is known to have received his education at 
Westminster School, and to have been elected 
thence to a Studentship at Christchurch, but his 
place and date of birth, and the condition of his 
parents have not been preserved. He seems 
have resided some years at the UniversiCy, 
one of the Tutors of hie society, and proceeded 
in due course to the degrees of Master of Arts, 
and Bachelor and Doctor in Divinity. He 
presented to the rectory of Colesbach in Leicester- 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

shire in 1702, which he held till his death in 
1727. He lived single, and was biuied, by his 
own desire, in the churchyard, close to the east 
window. It was also his particular request to 
have no stone set up to his memory. He entirely 
rebuilt the parsonage house at his own cost, ex- 
pending upon it a sum which would have pm*- 
chased the Hving j an mstance of munificence 
which well accords with the principles which it 
is his object in the following work to recommend. 
As it is always a satisfaction to have evidence that 
an author is writing under the practical influence 
of his own principles, the Reader will welcome this 
information concerning Dr. Wells, for which he is 
indebted to the Rev. Robert Marriott, the present 
Rector of Cotesbach. Dr. Wells also held the 
living of Blechley in Buckinghamshire. 

The excellent work, now reprinted, is presented, 
perhaps with peculiar seasonableness, to the gene- 
ral reader at a time like the present, when a notion 
extensively prevails that the beautifying and adorn- 
ing of Churches is unnecessary, or even an error. 
It seems to be thought by numbers that the legi- 
timate use of the precious things which nature 
contains lies in their ministering to the honour 
and grandeur of the creature. So far has the evil 
proceeded, that it literally does not occur to the rich, | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. V 

who come into possession of them, that they may 
give to God what they spend on themselves. The 
rare and beautiful substances which He has scat- 
tered through the material world, — excellent in 
themselves, and brought to perfection by what is 
equally His providing, the genius and skill of man, 
— ^being by creation parts of a great natural temple, 
so, when wrought by human art, rightfully belong 
to those spiritual shrines, whose very stones vibrate 
with the tidings of His grace. And yet so it la, 
that gold and silver, marbles and jewels, not to 
mention materials of inferior worth, are conceived 
as capable of nothing higher than a worldly use. 
No misgivings are felt about the decoration of the 
persons or the dwellings of sinful beings, who, if 
they desire to differ from other men, should put on 
the raiment of the Baptist rather than purple and 
fine linen ; and while there is abundant sensitive- 
ness of the abuses of superstition, there is an equal 
recklessness of the peril of pride and vainglory. 
Yet if the dedication of God's gifts to God have, as 
is objected, an idolatrous tendency, much more 
so, to say the least, has the consecration of them 
to self. 

And while costliness in material is condemned as 
almost a sin, decency in arrangement is too often 
looked upon as minute trifling, and attention to 
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rule as mere antiquarian pedantry. It is virtually 
laid down as a first principle, that the use of space is 
its capacity for pewing, and room allotted, whether 
for the due order of the service or the freedom of 
the worshipper, is regarded with a grudging eye, 
as waste land needing enclosure. Thus the accom- 
modation, or rather the imprisonment of as many 
bodies as possible in one place, becomes, as it were, 
the one object of church building. Amplitude is 
thought emptiness, and tranquillity desolation; and 
the Christian Temple is converted into a hall of 
concourse for men, instead of being viewed, as 
heretofore, as the Gate and Vestibule of Heaven. 
These are some of the views and notions of the 
present day : a futm*e age looking back upon them 
will be slow to believe that they belonged to a wise 
and understanding people. 

J. H. N. 



Oxford, 
The Feast of the Nativity, 
1839. 
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PREFACE. 



TT having pleased God to put it into my heart to do 
-"- what in me lay toward the promoting of His honour 
and glory, by setting before the nobility, gentry, and 
all other rich persons, their great and indispensable 
duty to contribute liberally to the building, repairing, 
and adorning of churches ; in order thereunto I drew 
up the following treatise. 

And out of the great and but due respect I had for 
the judgment of the late most pious, and so (in the 
truest sense) most honourable Robert Nelson, £sa., 
having drawn up this treatise, I communicated it to 
him for his perusal and opinion, whether it might be 
of use to the public in promoting the good and great 
end aimed at thereby. 

In relation whereimto, some time after, Mr. Nelson 
writes me a letter, which begins thus : — 

** Reverend Sir, 
I have read over, with a great deal of pleasure and 
satisfaction, your treatise about building and repairing 
churches, &c. ; and am of the opinion that it may be of 
great use to the public, by encouraging those to go on 
who have already laid their hands to so good a work, 
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and by stirring up others who hitherto hare not been 
sensible of the force of those arguments which you 
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Having the opinion of so good a judge for the pub- 
lishing of this treatise, I designed in no long time to 
send it to the press. But afore this was actually done, 
I was surprised with the melancholy news of Mr. Nel- 
son's death ; which, as it was a just matter of common 
grief to all religious persons, so it carried in it this par- 
ticular circumstance to embitter my grief the more, that 
thereby I was deprived of one of the greatest satisfac- 
tions I had proposed to myself in this world, namely, of 
seeing face to face so good, and therefore great a person, 
with whom I had as yet the happiness of being ac* 
quainted only by writing. And I have been the more 
sensible of the loss of this satisfaction, because^ although 
travelling be very uneasy to me, yet I had entertained 
thoughts of undergoing even the uneasiness of a journey 
this season on purpose to enjoy so great a satisfiEU^ion ; 
and that the rather, because both Mr. Nelson and 
another great man, for whom Mr. Nelson, as well as 
myself, had a. great respect, had some time since signi- 
fied their desire to see me. 

Presently after Mr. Nelson's death, public notice being 
g^ven of his having left an Address to Persons of Qua- 
lity, with leave to publish it; I judged it proper to 
delay printing this treatise till I had seen Mr. Nelson's 
Address. As soon as it was printed, one of them being 
unexpectedly presented to me by a kind hand, for which 
I here return my thanks, I was mightily pleased that I 
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had delayed the printing of this treatise ; because by 
that means way had been made for each bo<^ to come 
out in its proper order according to the nature of its 
subject. 

Mr. Nelson's Address to Persons of Quality is de- 
signed to shew them the great and indispensable obli- 
gations they lie under to do good in general, or all the 
ways they are enabled. The design of this treatise is 
more fully to shew persons of quality, and all other 
rich persons, the great and indispensable obligations 
they lie under to contribute liberally to the building, &c. 
of churdies, whidi is the very first of those particular 
ways and methods of doing good specified by Mr. Nel- 
son after his address. So that had we communicated to 
each other our designs before we undertook the writing 
of these two books, they could not more fitly have 
answered or been subservient one to the other than 
they do and are now, although they were drawn up by 
us without either of us knowing in the least that the 
other was engaged in such an undertaking. 

I shall take hold of this opportimity to observe, that 
another part of the forementioned letter of Mr. Nelson to 
me, which was the last I had the happiness to have from 
him, related to the second of the ways and methods of 
doing good mentioned by him after his address, viz. the 
dispersing of Bibles and Common Prayer Books, &c., 
particularly in reference to the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland ; a piece of charity, which requires so much 
the more the contributions of us in England, by how 
much the less able those of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland are to contribute to it themselves. It deserves 
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seriously to be considered, whether one great end of 
Providence, in suffering that Episcopal Church to be 
reduced to so low a state, might not be, to try the sin- 
cerity of our concern and affection for the truly Christ- 
ian and Apostolical form of Church government, by 
the manner or measure of our contributing to the 
relief and support of the members of that Church, 
especially in spiritual matters. And I most heartily 
wish, that in the sight of Ood there may never appear, 
among us of the Episcopal Church of England, so 
great an unooncemedness for the distressed Episcopal 
Church in Scotland, as to evidence our indifferency for 
the Apostolical, that is. Episcopal form of Church 
government, and thereby to provoke God at length to 
take from us a blessing, which by such our indifferency 
we have rendered ourselves altogether unworthy of. 

Mr. Nelson lock, notice to me, what measures had 
been taken, that so good a work toward the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland should not sink by the death of the 
queen. Had it pleased God to have spared his life, 
there would not have been wanting one both of will 
and ability, to do the most that could be done toward 
the still keeping up and promoting so good a work. I 
am concerned to think, how much it will in too great 
likelihood suffer by his death.* ' 

a Because ia Is hoped that this book may light into the hands 
of some rich persons so well disposed, as to be willing to con- 
tribute to so good a work, as the giving of Common Prayer 
Books to the poorer sort of the Episcopal Church in Scotland ; 
therefore, I think it may be of use to inform them hereby, that 
Mr. Henry Hoar, Goldsmith, in Fleet-street, London, is ap- 
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Indeed how great a loss, not only his acquaintance, 
but also the Church of God, had in his death, cannot 
be better expressed than in a letter, which I had the 
honour to receive (a little time after Mr. Nelson^s 
death) from a right reverend prelate, than whom no 
one writes better, and who thererefore is deservedly 
celebrated for his writings, in whatever language they 
appear. The Bishop then expresses himself to me, who 
in a former letter to his Lordship had taken notice of 
Mr. Nelson^s death, and the common loss thereby, 
thus: — 

*' Mr. Nelson*s death is a loss to every one who had 
the happiness to know him, iiTeparable ; and to the 
Church of God such an one as I doubt will be sensibly 
felt, unless God in His great goodness shall be pleased 
to raise up some person of the like heroical piety in his 
room ; but snch a blessing I cannot flatter myself with 
the hopes of living to see in my days. One so zeal- 
ously disposed to do good, and so peculiarly qualified 
in all respects to do it, I never yet knew.** 

I could not satisfy myself in performing my duty to 
the memory of Mr. Nelson, without thus transmitting 
to posterity so great and yet but just an encomium of 
him, given by so great and judicious a prelate. 

And I persuade myself, that every good natured 
reader will readily excuse me in adding here what im- 

pointed banker, or the person to receive what money any well- 
disposed person is pleased to give to the carrying on this very 
charitable work ; and that the trustees are his Grace the Arch> 
bishop of York, the Bishop of Bristol, Lord Almoner, and 
Dr. Moss, Dean of Ely. 
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medistd; fbllain the foredted part of the BiBh[q>'a 

letter, viz : — " He bad a very gitat affection and 

m for you, and took all ]»oper ocrasioDS of e 
pressing it." For aince it i> kit usual for the title 
[lagGB of booka written by clergymen, to be graaed with 
the titlet of Church dignitiei they are honoured » 
I being not honoured widi any such titles, may be 
reasonably allowed to supply that defect in (be title 
page of this book, by taking notice here, that howerer 
I have the bonoiir of being one, for whom Mr. Nelson 
a very great affection and esteem. 
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CHAPTER I. 

CONTAINING THE INTRODUCTION. 

TT7E are fallen into an age wherein many of 
our churclies, if by no other Adecarof 

Chriatlui 

cause, yet by bare length of time, ^^^b^TSL 

V i» J 1 charchei 

are become so far decayed, as to uaongu. 
stand in need, either of being wholly rebuilt, 
or else very much repaired. And although 
such works necessarily occasion costs and 
charges, yet would they occasion no com- 



B 



-o 



o o 

2 THE RICH man's DUTT. 

plaint on that account, was there not too 
visibly among us a decay of Christian piety, 
as well as of Christian churches. 

The very small sums generally given to 
Aneyidence' Bricfs, cspccially for chuTches, are 
Terrimaii too plain and sad a proof that the 

■nms generu* ■*■ '*' 

b^r^fl! eape. dccay of piety among us is not 

clallj for 

rhorches. Bmall. Thc sum given by a whole 
parish, being generally no more than, if as 
much, as ought to be given by one single 
wealthy person therein ; did he but think half 
as much of the obligations and bonds himself 
Ues under to Providence for the wealth he 
enjoys, as he does of those bonds and ob- 
ligations others lie under to him for sums lent; 
or was he but half so industrious in procuring 
good spiritual interest, as he is in procuring 
good temporal interest for his money. 

When a person, that has several hundreds 
The rich or thousands a year, «hall be able to 
Sd'tiS'in • content himself with giving no more 
cJJnt!"* than sixpenqe to a Brief; another, 
whose estate or income is not a twelfth part of 
the former's, may very easily content himself 

o- — o 
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with giving aix half*penny, this heing more in 
proportion to what he is worth, than sixpence 
is to what the former is worth. And ac- 
oording to this rate, the generality of common 
parsons may look on themselves as wholly ex- 
cased from giving any thing. And as hy 
these means it comes to pass, that the smn 
given in a whole parish of large, extent fre- 
quently arises to no more than fom* or five 
shillings, and in smaller parishes to no more 
than one or two shillings : so it is hence oh- 
servahle, that persons of estates or wealth 
may justly he esteemed hlamahle in this 
matter on a douhle accoimt; namely, foras- 
much as they not only give too sparingly 
themselves, hut also thereby give bad example 
to others. And yet after all it is to be wished, 
that there were no persons of wealth and dis- 
tinction, who gave still worse example, by 
being so far from giving so much as sixpence, 
as to think it no other than a piece of mere 
imprudence and weakness to give any thing. 

It may therefore be justly esteemed a very 
necessary work, and a great act of Christian 

o — o 
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charity, to endeavour to undeceive such per- 
Anaetof SOBS lu SO Weighty a point; and in 
uideeeirethe ordcr hcreto, to lay before all per- 

richintbU ^ * 

^^^' sons of estates or wealth, the great 

and indispensable duty they lie under of con- 
tributing liberally, as to other works of piety, 
so particularly to the rebuilding or repairing 
of churches. 

And that what is here offered may have the 
greater influence, it may be of use 

Then papen 

SShSiT"'*' to observe, that I was induced to 

•elfish View*. 

draw up these papers, by such con- 
siderations as relate to the public good of the 
church in general, not by any considerations 
relating to my own particular church, and 
consequently by no selfish views. For as to 
my own parish church, it has been lately so 
well repaired, as not to be likely to want any 
considerable repair for some ages ; and withal^ 
the very smallness of its size seems a suf- 
ficient security that it will never stand in need 
of a public contribution. 

It is also to be here observed, that whatever 
makes it our duty to contribute toward the 

o -o 
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building of churches, the same must likewise 
make it our duty to contribute toward the 
rebuilding or repairing of churches : 
and so on the other hand, rebuildiner **™"' ** ^ 

D bnildlng or 

or repairing being only different "'^'^^^''^^ 

modes or conceptions of building. On which 

account, as in drawing up these papers, 

I need not always stand distinctly to mention 

building, rebuilding, and repairing, but it will 

be sufficient to mention some one of them. 

So these papers may become serviceable to 

stir up persons of ability to contribute li- 

I berally, not only to the rebuilding or repairing 

of old decayed or ruined churches, (which is 

what our charity is usually required for by 

Briefs, and was therefore the primary intent of 

these papers,) but also to the building of such 

new churches as are wanting in several places 

among us, as well as in London, for the more 

commodious attending the public worship of 

God. Nay, several considerations contained 

in these papers do abundantly prove, that it is 

our duty to contribute liberally, not only to 

the building or rebuilding, but also to the 

o o 
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beautifying and adorning churches, so as that 
they may become in some degree suitable to 
the majesty of Grod, to whose service they 
are consecrated, or set apart in a reHgioas 
manner. 

These particulars being premised, I come 
now to lay before my reader the considerations 
themselves, which serve to prove the great 
and indispensable duty of contributing li- 
berally to the building or rebuilding and beau* 
tifying of churches. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Wherein is briefly obaervedy thai the duty of contributing /•- 

berally to the building or rebuilding of places set apart 

for the worship of God, is taught by the bare tight 

of nature, or mere natural reason, 

"VrO one can deny, but it is our duty to do 
-^^ whatever it is the will of God we should do. 
Now Gkki makes known His wiH 
unto us, either by the- voice of 
reason or of revelation. And con-' 
sequetitly, whatever reason or reve- 



Two lorti of 
duties, tome 
■rletajr from 
the llfht of 
nMon. lome 
from the lifl^ht 
ofreTeUtioii. 



o- 



■o 



o o 

THB RICH man's DUTT. 7 

lation teaches us to do, the same is justly to 
be esteemed as the will of God, and so to 
oblige the conscience as a duty. Such duties 
as are discoverable by the bare light of nature, 
oblige us as men ; such duties as are discover- 
able by the light of revelaiticMi, oblige us as 
Christians. Whence such duties^ as being 
discoverable by natural reason, are further en- 
forced by revelation, lay upon us a double ob- 
ligation; namely, one as men, and the other as 
Christians. And these being the only two 
general capacities we can be obliged in, hence 
all such duties lay upon us the greatest ob- 
ligation we are capable of, considered in 
general as men and Christians. 

Of this kind then, is the duty of con- 
tributing liberally to the building of churches, 
or places set apart for public divine 
worship. For so great and plain a b^SSbS** 

,.,_ 1,. ■«- 1 light of rcMon. 

duty IS it, that the hght of natural 
reason, dim as it is, yet is abundantly sufficient 
to discover the same. Which is evident from 
the mere heathens being directed thereby^ not 
only to build temples, but withal to build noble 
O O 
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and magnificent ones ; which, as they were 
very costly, so must require liberal con- 
tributions. 

As for rebuilding or repairing of temples, 
that great master of reason as well as poetry, 
Horace, has expressly inserted this 
^^SSSL^ dictate of natural reason among 
"'*'''* others contained in that excellent 
satire, which makes the second of the second 
book. His words are these : — 

Cur eget indigmu qitisquam, te divite 9 Quare 
Templa ruuiU anHqua DeUm 9 Cuvy improbey cara 
N<m dliquid patrue ianto emeHris acervo 9 

Which may be thus Englished : — 

Since you with wealth abound, pray tell me why 
The wants of men of worth you don't supply ? 
To ruin why do ancient temples go ? 
Why on your country do you nought bestow ? 

Such are the excellent instructions which a 
mere heathen could give concerning the ways 
chriitiEDt that rich men ought to lay out a 

who are fatdtj 

Se*?oidemn'' considerablc share of their riches. 
heatLu. And shall not Horace, who by the 
bare light of reason, could thus discover it to 
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Ije hw duty to contribute liberally to the re- 
buflding of temples,* rise up in judgment 
with, and in this respect condemn those 
Christians, either that think it a piece of 
weakness and imprudence to give any thing, 
or that give much too sparingly in proportion 
to their ability, toward the rebuilding of 
churches, although they enjoy the clearer Hght 
of revelation to guide them in their duty 
herein. 

This chapter might be enlarged to a very 
great length, by setting forth more parti- 
cularly, how far the bare light of Thi. chapter 
reason carried the heathens, both as been much 

more enlwif- 

to the sense and also discharge of Stt?"'''^^ 
this duty; and consequently how much the 
fault of such Christians as fall short of the 
example set them in this point by the hea- 
thens, wiU be aggravated thereby at the day 
of judgment. But being not willing to swell 
this treatise to too large a bulk^ and having a 
great deal to observe to the reader from Re- 
velation or the Holy Scripture, I shall content 

a See Matt. xil. 41, 4a. 

O O 



o — ^ o 

10 THB RICH man's DUTY. 

myself with thus briefly hinting to him, that 
the duty I am speaking of being thus plaiidy 
taught by the bare light of natural reason, he 
is thereby rendered inexcusable in the sight of 
God, if he does not perform the said duty. 



CHAPTER III. 

Wherein the duty here treated of is enforced from Revelation 
or the Holy Scripture, and in the first place from i Tim. vi. 
1 7- 19. whence the pretence of giving rather to the poor 
is largely considered, and its weakness laid open. 



I 



PROCEED to shew how the duty I am 

speaking of, as it is discoverable by the 

^ J V Ijfflit of natural reason, so is further 

The datf here ° * 

h?i^enfor'ced cuforced bv the much clearer hfi:ht of 

by X •nm. vi. '' *=* 

«7-»9. Revelation, or the Holy Scripture. 

And the first passage of Scripture which I 
shall cite shall be i Tim. vi. 17-19* " Charge 
them that are rich^in this world, that they be 
not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God, who gives us richly all 
things to enjoy ; that they do good, that they 

o 6 
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be rich in good works, ready to distribute, 
wiUing to communicate; laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal hfe." How full and cogent are these 
words of the Apostle ! We here find St. Paul 
directing Tunothy to " charge them that are 
rich," that is, to teach them with all plainness 
and earnestness, as their great and indis- 
pensable duty, "that they do good;" by 
which expression is more particularly meant in 
the language of the New Testament, con- 
tributing, to charitable and pious works. And 
that rich men might not unhappily deceive 
themselves, by thinking they discharged this 
duty, if they give but something: therefore 
St. Paul directs Timothy to charge them 
furtlier, ''that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate," 
that is^.that they contribute liberally or largely 
to pious works ; and that (as the same Apostle 
elsewhere, 2 Cor. ix. 7, explains himself) *'not 
grudgingly or of necessity," but cheerfully, 
** for God loveth a cheerful giver." As for 

o o 
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the motives adjoined by St. Paul for to induce 
rich men to the discharge of this their duty, 
I shafl take notice of them in the close of this 
discourse. It is sufficient here to observe, 
that from the forecited words of the Apostle, 
it is evident that it is the indispensable duty 
of them that are rich, that they be ready and 
willing to contribute to all good or pious 
works; and consequently do (as often as 
occasion requires) liberally contribute to the 
building of churches, as being a most eminent 
work of piety. 

The forecited passage of Scripture, as con- 
taining a general charge to the rich for to 
The •aid text contributc liberally to all good 

not to be un- ■, v • .1 j i» 

dentoodof works, may be justly, and fire- 

lAfing only to 'J J J ' 

^ ^- quently is appUed to excite persons 
to that particular branch of charity which 
consists in relieving the poor. But that it 
should be understood only of this branch of 
charity, there is no ground either in the 
words themselves or in the context. And 
therefore no one is to think that he fulfils 
what is here ^ven him in charge by St. Paul, 

o o 
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if he does but give liberally to the poor ; or 
that his giving liberally to the poor will 
excuse his giving likewise liberally to the 
building or beautifjdng of churches, according 
to his real ability. 

Indeed it is to be feared, that upon inquiry I 
it will be found, that such as g^ve nothing, or 
too little to Briefs for churches, are The pntenee 

of giving to 

wont to give Ukewise nothing or too SXSJ^ 

bj Jttdu the 

little to Briefs for the poor. And it *^*«- 
is very remarkable^ that as the wants of the 
poor were urged as long ago as our Saviour's 
days for a pretence why expenses should not 
be made on another work of piety, so it was 
then made by no better a person than the 
most wicked and infamous traitor Judas. For 
St. John in his Gospel, chap. Ixii. i -5, informs 
us, "that Jesus six days before the Passover 
being come to Bethany, Mary took a pound 
of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair ; and the house was filled with 
the odour of the ointment. Then says one of 
the disciples, Judas Iscariot, which should 

o o 
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betray Him, Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor ?" 

Very plausibly spoken, and much like a 
saint, as one might be apt to think. In order 
How we are therefore to undeceive us, the Holy 
«o» tTbide- Spirit of God haa taken care that 

ceired by tne *" 

piauibieness ^^ inspired penman, St. John, should 

pretence. 

immediately subjoin this observation 
on Jttdas's words. ''This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor, but because he was a tbief« 
and had the bag, and bare what was put 
therein." By which observation the Holy 
Spirit teaches, and as it were forewarns us, 
that how plausible soever a pretence for not 
laying out of money on other acts of piety 
this of giving to tjie poor may be, yet as it 
was in the forementioned instance of Judas, 
so it may be again in other instances, no other 
than a mere pretence suggested by the devU 
for not contributing to works of piety, and 
that it may be made use of again by those who 
care not for the poor, but are only acted by a 
like covetous or selfish principle, as Judas' waa. 

O o 
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For whereas it is observed by St. John, that 
the true motive whj Judas would have had 
the ointment sold, was this, "be- ^ ., . 
caaee he was a thief, and had the eoncmiif 

the true 

bag, and bare what was put therein ;" RSlIJcId* 

the plain meaning of these expres- 

sioizs is this ; that it was Judas who had the 

keeping of the common bag or purse belonging 

to Christ and His Apostles, or out of which 

provision was made for them in common. 

And consequently, had the ointment been sold, 

Judas would have had the fingering of the 

money it was sold for, and so would have had 

the opportunity of stealing, or taking some of 

it for his own private use, he being a thief, 

that is, one who made no scruple to do this 

actually as oft as he had opportunity. So 

that it was at the bottom nothing else, but a 

wicked principle of covetousness or selfishness, 

not a pious charity for the poor, that made 

Judas be rather for selling the ointment under 

the plausible pretence of giving what it was 

sold for to the poor, than for having our 

I Lord's feet anointed therewith. 

o- ■■ o 
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And is there not too much reason to fear 
that there are many among us nowadays. 
It i« to be who, being acted by the like covet- 

feared that 

fhe\Ilii*pre. ^^^ or sclfish principle as Judas was, 
jaencedbj arc thereby (together with the sng- 
«<»«''«• gestions of the devil) influenced to 

conceal such their covetousness, or else selfish- 
ness, under a plausible pretence of being con- 
cerned for the poor ? who are wont to say, like 
Judas, What need so much money be laid 
out in building or beautifying churches ? Why 
was not all, or at least a great deal of it 
bestowed a better way, that is, g^ven to the 
poor ? whereas this they say, not that they, 
any more than Judas, care for the poor, but 
because they are thieves, as Judas was ; that 
is, whereas God has entrusted them with 
estates or riches, as Judas was entrusted by 
our Saviour with the bag or purse; they, by 
refusing to contribute out of the said estates 
or riches what they ought to the building or 
beautifying of churches, do steal from God, or 
rob Him of, so much as they ought- to have 
contributed to His churches, in order to have 

o i-O 
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the more to spend on themselves, or else out 
of no less wicked principle of mere covetous- 
ness ; in like manner as Judas was wont to 
steal from Christ, or rob Him, by applying 
scmia of the money he was entrusted with for 
the common use of Christ and His apostles, 
to his own private use. 

Now as from the foregoing instance we are 
taught and forewarned, what notion or sus- 
picion we may reasonably have of our s.Tioi.r'. 

1 -1 ^ ^ »Mwertothe 

such persons as so about to excuse p»tencem«de 

* ■ " UM of by 

their not giving to the building or '"**"' 
beautifying of churches, by pretending that 
they look on it as a more necessary, and so 
greater act of charity, to give to the rehef of 
the poor ; so from our Saviour's answer to 
what Judas the traitor said, we are further 
taug^, that notwithstanding the wants of the 
poor, persons may and ought to lay out money 
on other acts of piety. For by comparing 
John xii» 7, 8. with Matt. xxvi. 10-13, or 
Mark xiv, 6-9. we find that Jesus made this 
answer i ** Let her alone, why trouble ye the 
woman ; for she has wrought a good work 

O ■ — 6 
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upon Me. " For ye have the poor with you 
always, and whensoever ye will ye may do 
them good, hut Me ye have not always. She 
has done what she could ; she is come afore- 
hand to anoint My hody to the hur3dng. 
Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel 
shall he preached throughout the whole world, 
this also that she has done, shall he spoken of 
for a memorial of her." 

From this answer of our Lord we plainly 
leam^ that supposing what Judas said had 
ffo^'B^awlS heen spoken hy him, not out of 

it appean that .1-1 

SJSfStS**' 'twere pretence, or out of any wicked 
raufOT^'nor' principle of selfishness or covetous- 

contribatioff 

Spii?. ness, hut on the contrary, out of 
a true concern for the poor, and a sincere 
intention or desire that the value of the 
ointment might have heen given tb the 
poor; yet after all, Judas had been guilty 
of a great mistake, in thinking that the 
woman did amiss, in choosing rather to 
lay out so much money in buying such 
costly ointment, in order to shew her great 
affection to our Saviour, by pouring it upon 

o o 
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Hifi feet, than to give the said money to 
the poor. 

Nay, it is most evident, that the intention 
of our Saviour's answer is, to give Judas and 
the rest of the disciples to under- ov saTioor'i 

- ^ 1 siuwer, not 

stand, that so feu: was the woman ^nw • jutii. 

cation, bat 

from doing amiss herein, that she MmmendSou 

of what Muy 

had done a good work, and that of **•* **■•• 
so extraordinary a nature, and in so special a 
manner acceptable to God, that by way of 
special reward for the same, " wheresoever the 
gospel should be preached, this that she had 
done> should be spoken of for a memorial of 
her ;" that is, of her great and extraordinary 
piety in this very act, which was thus found 
fault with by Judas chiefly, and afterwards 
upon his motion by some of the other disciples 
also, as appears by comparing the Evangelists. 
Whence by the way it actually appears, how 
very plausible the foresaid pretence of a con. 
cem for the poor is, in that it was no sooner 
mentioned by Judas, but it had such an in- 
fluence on some of the other disciples, as to 
I make them be of the same opinion which 

o o 
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Judas pretended to be of. . And further, it 
hence appears also, what great need there was 
that the inspired penman should inform us, 
both of the wicked principle whereby Judas 
was influenced to make the said motion, and 
also of the great mistake the other disciples 
were under in the matter, who joined with 
Judas in the motion^ not out of a like wicked 
principle, but only out of the seeming reason- 
ableness of the motion and their real concern 
for the poor. 

Now since our Saviour's answer in this case 
amptmts, not only to a justification, but to an 
wbenee It extraordinarv commendation, of what 

followi, that 

ubSSSSJU Mary had done ; it will evidently 

BuildiMand - „ , , - , 

ShSJiS?5ot' follow by analogy of reason, that 
the w«Mi ^ to contribute liberally to the building 

the poor, is ^ ° 

fiabie?botl'bo and beautifying of Churches, not- 

highW com- 

mentfabie. withstanding the wants of the poor, 
is likewise not only justifiable, but in an extra- 
ordinary manner commendable or acceptable 
unto God. For if the anointing of Christ's 
body with so very costly ointment, notwith- 
standing the wants of the poor, was an act so 

o o 
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highly acceptahle to him, because (in con- 
formity to the usage or custom of the Jews) it 
was a token of the great love and reverence 
that Mary had to Christ : then it is rea- 
sonable to suppose^ that to beautify the 
Churches of Christ, notwithstanding the wants 
of the poor, is in like manner an act of piety 
most highly acceptable to Christ, because (in 
conformity to the usage or custom not of our 
own only, but of all other nations) to beautify 
or adorn the place we design or set apart for 
the reception, use, or service of a person, is a 
token of the great love and reverence we have 
to that person. 

And as, according to the notion of the Jews, 
the more costly the ointment was, wherewith 
Mary anointed Christ, the greater Another in- 

ference to the 



was her love and reverence to Christ ••«p"iK»»e. 
thereby attested to be ; and consequently the 
more acceptable was such' her action to Christ : 
so, according to the common notion of man- 
kind, the more beautifully and magnificently 
adorned are the Churches of Christ, the 
greater is the loTe and reverence of those that 
v^ — ■■ ■ ■ " ■ — • — '• ^^ 
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SO adorn them thereby attested to be ; and 
consequently the more acceptable to Christ is 
such their action. 

Nay, there are not wanting several consi- 
derations, which serve to shew, that although 
Bnitdinruid thc foremeutioned act of Mary> in 

beantitylng of ^ 

2St2"c'tof anointing our Saviour's body with 

piety thu that 

ofMarj. go very costly omtment, was a very 
great act of piety, and as such was highly 
acceptable unto God, yet the building and 
beautifying of Churches may with good reason 
be esteemed greater acts of piety, and as such, 
more highly acceptable unto God. For the 
said act of Mary was of such a nature, as to 
be of Httle or no more use, besides the testi- 
fying her affection and reverence to our blessed 
Saviour, and that in itself only for the very 
present time when it was done, and in respect 
of those that saw it then done : whereas the 
building, or repairing and beautif3ring of 
- Churches are acts of such a nature as serve, 
not only to testify the love and reverence of 
those concerned in the said works towards 
God, but also to promote the like love and 
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reverence in all otJierB, who come to the said 

Chnrchefl m order to join in the divine service 

therein performed, and this for many ages. 

Indeed it may he said, that although the act 

of Mary in anointing our Saviour -with so very 

costly ointment was in itself a very The sane 

Auther con- 
transient act, or such as the effects *^*'*' 

thereof could be but of a very short continu- 
ance, and narrow influence, yet our Saviour, by 
taking care that this act of hers should be 
spoken of, wheresoever the Gospel was preach* 
ed, has made it as it were a permanent act, 
or such as that the effects thereof should be 
of as long continuance as the Gospel itself, 
and of as wide influence. But yet the build- 
ing and beautifying of Churches does not fall 
short even in this respect of the afore- 
mentioned act of Mary; forasmuch as the 
zeal of David towards the building and beau- 
tifying of the temple is alike taken notice of, 
and transmitted to posterity in the history of 
the Old Testament, and not only so, but also 
God's particular directions that the tabernacle 
first, and afterward the temple, should be built 

o o 
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thus richly and magnificently in their kinds, is 
set down at large in the Old Testament, as 
will be observed hereafter more fully. Upon 
the whole, therefore, it is, I think, sufficiently 
made to appear, that, since the forementioned 
act of Mary in anointing Christ with so very 
costly ointment, was, notwithstanding the 
wants of the poor, an act of piety so highly 
commended and acceptable unto God ; it 
thence follows that the contributing HberaUy 
to the building, or repairing and even beauti- 
fying of Churches, is likewise a work highly 
commendable and acceptable unto God, and 
that notwithstanding the wants of the poor. 
From all which appears, that our charity to 
the poor can be no sufficient excuse for not 
contributing also to the building or beautifying 
of Churches. 

Moreover, to the inference drawn from our 
Saviour's answer in the case aforementioned, 
MH^^Mhe lA&y ^so be added these following 
SK,^*°?^i■ considerations, to shew farther the 

further laid ' 

consfiteriStioii wcakuess of the pretence we are 

ofCh«it7prl- '■ 

5Sil5£c. speaking of. It is then to be weU 
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observed, that he that gives to the poor on 
rigkt or truly Christian motives^ will hy the 
same be induced to give also to Churches. 
The primary motive, which ought to induce 
us to give to the' poor, is the love of God ; as 
for love to the poor themselves, it ought to be 
bat the secondary motive. This is evident 
from I Cor. xiii. 3. " Though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing." Whence may be learned 
these two things : first, that charity in its pri- 
mary or principal acceptation in Scripture, de- 
notes the love of God himself, not of the poor/ 
For as by charity is here denoted the love of 
God, so it is expressly disting^shed from the 
love of the poor, and that in such a degree as 
to bestow all one's goods to feed them. Se- 
condly, from the forecited text we learn, that 
our love to the poor, even in so high a degree 
as to bestow all our goods to feed them, yet 
profiteth us nothing without the love of God, 
or charity, properly and primarily so called ; 
that is, our bestowing all our goods to feed the 
poor is not a truly Christian act, and conse- 
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quently is not in the least acceptable to God or 
available to salvation, unless it proceeds from 
our love to God. 

Now this remark is the more osefdl and 
necessary, because common language among 
eoiiHra' us has as it were perverted the true 

■peeeh is 

jjkg^in^ sense of charity according to Scrip- 

acnse from . , .... 

tbatwhereiB turc, oy appropriating m a manner 
S^'f»d^ the said word to signify only or 

ill conse- 

jjencc there, principally love to the poor, whereaa 
according to Scripture language, it signifies 
properly and primarily, love to God. Now 
this different use of the word charity in com. 
mon language, from the use of it in Scripture, 
I take to be one means of misleading even some 
well-meaning persons into the mistake I am 
laying open, while upon account hereof they 
are apt to understand all the great and glorious 
things which are said in Scripture of charity, 
of the charity commonly so called, or love to 
the poor, not (as they ought) of charity pro* 
perly and primarily so called in Scripture, or 
the love of God. 

From the remark here made it plainly ap« 
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pears, that not only charity, according to Scrip- 
tore, primarily denotes the love of The into- 
God, but also that charity to the tongoin«n. 

J man eoneeni> 

poor profiteth nothing (as the Apostle ^S^JS^ 
speaks) unto salvation, without it *«■«*?*««• 
proceeds from charity or love to God ; or (as 
it is above expressed, and which comes to the 
same) he that gives to the poor upon right or 
truly Christian motives, wiU by the same be 
induced to give also to Churches ; forasmuch 
as the primary motive, which ought to induce 
us to give to the poor, is the love of God. 
But now, whosoever has a true love for God, 
will heartily promote his honour and service 
all the ways he can ; and therefore will libe- 
rally contribute to the building of Churches 
for the public honour and service of God, and 
also to the beautifying and adorning Churches, 
that they may be the more suitable to the 
dignity of the Divine Majesty, and withal 
serve the more to set forth His glory and 
honour. 

Again, whosoever has a true Christian love 
for the poor, will by no means content himself 

o 
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with relieving only their temporal wants, but 
Hethattroir '^'^ readily do what he can to 

lovei the poor, , , 

tlSir""Shiai ^^®"®ve much more their spiritual 

aswellutem- . « < » » 

porai wants : wauts, as oeing of far worse conse- 

and principal- 

irtiie former, qugncc. Their temporal wants at 
the very worst can destroy only their frail and 
mortal bodies, which must otherwise come to 
the dust in no long time ; whereas their spi- 
ritual wants tend to destroy both body and 
soul, and that eternally in hell fire. Where- 
fore, he that has a truly Christian love for the 
poor, as he will thereby be induced liberally to 
relieve the temporal wants of the poor, so will 
he by the same be induced liberally and prin- 
cipally to relieve the spiritual wants of the poor ; 
and consequently to contribute liberally toward 
the building or rebuilding of Churches ; that so 
the poor may come thereto to have their spi- 
ritual wants relieved, as by receiving spiritual 
instructions, so also by partaking of the spi- 
ritual benefits of the public prayers, and of the 
spiritual food of the Lord's supper. 

Lastly, it is observable, that the true state 
of the question relating to the matter under 
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consideration, is, not whether we ought to 
contribute to Churches rather than The foresaid 

pretence it 

to the poor ; but whether we ought Zfii^riHe. 
not to contribute to both according to the best 
of our ability, and in order thereto ought not 
to retrench our expenses on ourselves or fa- 
mily, in respect of our way of eating and 
drinking, in respect of apparel and attend- 
ance, in respect of our pleasure, and lastly, in 
respect of our own sumptuous buildings and 
furniture. So that he that pretends to excuse 
himself from contributing to Churches, by 
saying, that he thinks it a greater act of 
charity to give to the poor, is not only mis- 
taken, as has been above largely shewn^ but 
also says nothing to the purpose. For, by 
being called upon to contribute to Churches, 
he is not desired to leave off or abate giving 
to the poor ; but to perform his bounden 
duty to God in one respect as well as the 
other. 

I have been the longer on shewing the 
weakness, and indeed wickedness of such a 
pretence, because it is (as has been SJS^ptJj. 
O ^ ^O 
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observed) the most plausible one that can be 
made use of, either by the devil to deceive 
men, or by men to deceive one another. The 
sum of what has been said in this chapter is 
principally this, that whether i Tim. vi. 17-19. 
be understood (as it ought) of contributing 
liberally to all good works in general, or 
whether it be (erroneously) supposed to relate 
to contributing liberally to the poor^ both 
ways, the charge given therein by the Apostle 
will include in it the duty of contributing libe- 
rally to Churches. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Wherein the duty here treated of it enforeedt by consideratiofu 

drawn from the accoufU given of the making of 

the Tabernacle in the voUdemeae. 

What has been already offered in the fore- 
going chapter, seems abundantly sufficient to 
ThedatTbcTC convince any well-disposed person, 

treated of U 

m^'^X* that the duty here treated of is a 
&?ii^? great and indispensable one. How- 
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ever, for the sake of such as are not so happy 
as to be thus well disposed, and therefore 
stand in need of further conviction, I shall 
proceed to shew, how the duty oi contributing 
liberally to the building of Churches is, in a 
special or more express manner, recommended 
and enforced upon us, by several other pass- 
ages of the Holy Scriptures. 

I shall begin with such considerations of 
this nature, as may be drawn from the first 
particular account we have given us g^h in^the 
in the Scripture of the building a iireSl?8CTV 

tore of the 

place for the public service of Gk)d, JSiSSf/iS* 

the wilder- 

namely, of the tabernacle or sane- J5'J;~'}JS'' 
tuary made in the wilderness of i^.** '"^' 
Sinai. In relation whereto we read, Exod. 
XXV. I — 8. " And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying. Speak imto the children of 
Israel, that they bring me an offering : of 
every man that gives it wiUingly with his 
heart ye shall take my offering. And this is 
the offering which ye shall take of them ; 
gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, and 
purple^ and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' 
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hair, and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers^ 

skins, and shittim wood, oil for. the light, 

spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense^ 

onyx stones, and stones to be set in the 

ephod, and in the breast-plate. And let them 

make Me a sanctuary ; that I may dwell 

among them." 

Accordingly, we find Moses delivering this 

command of God to the children of Israel, 
^d^in^Exod. E^jQ^j jij^y ^_g ** j^^ Moses 

spake unto all the congregation of the children 
of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded, saying. Take ye from 
among you an offering unto . the Lord : who- 
soever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, 
an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and 
brass," &c. 

After which we are informed in the same 
chapter, v. 20 — 29. how readily the children 
Thewaiinff. of Israel contributed to the making^ 

nesa of the ^ 

i'cSJibSte*to of the sanctuary; "And all the 

the making of 

theubernaeie. congregatiou of thc children of 
Israel departed from the presence f}£ Moses. 
And they came, every one whose heart stirred 
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Jusa up, and every one whom his spirit made 
willing, and thej brought liie Lord's ofl^ring 
to the work of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and for all His service, md for the 
holy ganmenta. And they came both men 
and women, as many as w«:e wiUing-hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, 
and tablets^ all jewels of gold : and every man 
Ijiat affered an offering of gold unto the Lord, 
brought it. And every man with whom was 
found Uue, and purjile, and scaiiet, and fine 
linen, and goats' hair, and red dcms of rams, 
and badgers' dcins, brought them. Every one 
that did offer an offering of ^ver and brass, 
brought the Lord's offering. And every man, 
with whom was found shittim wood for any 
work of the. service, brought it. And all. the 
women that was wise hearted, did spin with 
their hands, and brought that which they had 
spun, both of blue, and purple, and of scarlet, 
and of fine hnen. And all the women, whose 
heart stirred them up in wisdom, spun goats' 
hair. And the rulers brought onyx stones» 
and stones to be set for the ephod, and for 
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the breast plate ; and spice, and oil for the light, 
and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet in- 
cense. The childi'en of Israel brought a willing 
offering unto the Lord, evei^ man and woman 
whose heart made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the Lord had com- 
. manded to be made by the hand of Moses." 

Nay, so free were the Israehtes in' their 
contributions, that instead of there being any 
Thei„«ute. occasion to stir them up to give 

HO free in I heir • ■»«• *a: j. •• 

contribution!, morc, Moscs saw it necessary to 

as to nerd to 

be restrained, j-ggtrain thgir liberality, as we read* 
Exod. xxxvi. 5-7 ; " And they spake unto 
Moses, saying. The people bring much more 
than enough for the service of the work, 
which the Lord commanded to make. And 
Moses gave commandment, and they caused it 
to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying. 
Let neither man nor woman make any more 
work for the offering of the sanctuary. So 
the people were restrained from bringing. 
For the stuff they had was sufficient for all 
the work to make it, and too much." 

Having thus here laid together so much of 
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tke account given by Moses concerning the 
making of the sanctuary, as is re- Thewthinpi 

' written for our 

quisite to my present design ; in JSJiSuS^ 
order to render the application more effectual, 
I am next to put the reader in mind of what 
St. Paul teaches us, concerning the use we 
Christians are to make, both of God's dealing 
toward the Israelites, and also of the Israelites' 
dealing toward God. Namely, we are to 
know, as the said Apostle instructs us, i Cor. 
X. 6, " That these things are oUr examples ;**' 
or, as he expresses himself more fully, ver. 1 1. 
of the same chapter, " These things happened 
unto them for examples, (namely to us Christ- 
ians,) and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come." 
Did then God expressly & command that the 
children of Israel should offer or contribute 
toward the making of His sanct- The first 

" infereui-e from 

uary ? and has he not thereby in l^Jo'Sn^'""^ 
' effect commanded us Christians, th6 now 
Israel of God, to offer or contribute to the 
building of His churches. 

a See Exod. xxv. i, 3. comp. Exod. xxxv. 4, 5. 
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Did God in His infinite wisdom see fit not 
to force the children of Israel to comply wdik 
SfcrJnce?* Hjs commaud of bringing offerings 
toward the making of the sanctuary, but 
rather to " leave every one to Ips own incli- 
nation," that so such as offered, might offer 
with a willing heart, ^ and consequently liber- 
ally according to their respective al»lity, and 
thereby shew the greatness of their piety to 
God, while such as offered not, thereby shewed 
their want of piety ? And may not we Christ- 
ians from thence reasonably infer, that al- 
though we likewise are not forced by God to 
contribute to the building of His churches, 
yet this is not because we are under no ob- 
ligation to do it, but that such as do con- 
tribute, may contribute with a willing heui;, 
and so liberally according to their ability, and 
thereby testify the jgreatness of their piety to 
God ; while such as contribute not at all, or 
grudgingly, and so too sparingly, thereby 
testify their want of piety ? 



b SeeExod. xxv. a; zzxv. j, 31, aa, ig; xzzvi. <, 7. 
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Did God, that He might the more induce 
the children of Israel to offer to the making 
of His sanctuary, acquaint them ^^^n^. 
th&t the end of His requiring them to make a 
tianctmuy ^vtts this; that "He might dwell 
cditong them ;'*^ that is, that He might have a 
place among them, where He might in a more 
special manner he present, and where conse- 
quent they might have as it were nearer 
access to His Divine Majesty, in ' order to 
OhtaiiDt such hlessings they should stand in 
need 6f, or the like? And has not God therehy 
taught us Christians, that we ought to he the 
more induced to oontrihute to the huilding of 
churches, hy the consideration of the end 
they aire designed for ; namely, that God may 
likewise dwell among us ? And conse- 
quently do not such as contrihute nothing, or 
too sparingly to the huilding of churches, 
therehy testify that they either care not at all, 
or too little, whether God dwells among 
them or no ; that they have no sense at all, 
or much too little, of so great a hlessing ? 

c Ezod. xxT. 8. 

O- -O 
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Did God, that He might still further iuduc^ 
the Israelites to offer liberally to the makixig 
SlrwM? of the sanctuary, take care to inform 
them again and again, that what they offered 
to the making of the sanctuary, was in 
effect offered unto Himself ;e thereby in- 
timating they might expect to be well re- 
warded for the same ? And are not we 
Christians taught thereby, that what we give 
to the building of churches, we do likewise in 
effect give to God Himself, and therefore may 
well expect to be amply rewarded for it ? 

Did the forementioned motives so far work 
upon the Israelites, as to induce many or most 
SteiSce. oi them to offer so very liberally, as 
that their offerings were not only sufficient to 
the making of the san9tuary, but even too 
much ? And ought not the like motives so far 

e Thus Exod. xxv. a. " Speak onto the children of Israel* 
that they bring Me an offering : of every one that glveth it 
willingly with his heart ye shall take My offering." So SxQd. 
XXXV. j. "Take ye from amongst them an offering unto the 
Lord, 8cc.** and ver. ai. " They brought the Lord's offerlngto the 
work of the tabernacle.'* Hence this offering is promiscuously 
called "the offering of the Lord." Exod. xxxv. j. and "the 
offering of the sanctuary,** Exod. xxxvi. 6. 
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to^ work on us Christians, as to induce us 
not to fall short of their example in our . con- 
tributions to the building of churches ? 

Lastly, did the children of Israel thus 
liberally contribute to the making of the 
sanctuary, even when they were in Z5J4w?. 
a most unsettled state and condition, having 
no fixed habitation, but travelling through a 
great wilderness, destitute of the necessaries 
of life, and threatened with several enemies, 
and so labouring under the greatest hardships? 
And shall we Christians vainly think and go 
about to excuse ourselves from contributing to 
the building of churches, by pretending that 
the times are hard ? Whereas, by the blessing 
of God, we are settled in a plentiful country, 
and not only so, but have the blessing of plenty 
increased to us by the addition of the blessing 
of peace. Surely, if we would but seriously 
consider what circumstances the Israelites 
were in, when God required of them to ofier 
to the making of the sanctuary, we could 
not reasonably suppose that such excuses as 
are generally made for not Contributing liber- 

o o 
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aUy to the building oi churches, will hk 
accepted and al]o¥red before God. 

There are some other observations and m^ 
ferenoes, which might be made from the 
ocher oiMer- acoouut eiveu by Moses <tf the 
inufe^tlSS^' making of the sanctuary or taber^ 

nodee of 

eiiewherc. nacfe. But thcsc will very well faH 
in under some of the passages oi saipture, 
which relate to David's zeal for the service 
and house of God, and which likewise serve 
to teach us further that great duty of con*- 
tributing liberally to the building of churches^ 
and shall therefore be the subject of the next 
following chapter. 



CHAPTER V. 

Wherein the duty here treated of U further enfofeed bp con- 

tideratione droMPn/rom the xeai of David for the 

service and houee of Ood, 

Thb first instance I shall mention of David's 
zeal for the service and honour of God* shall 

be that of " bringing up the ark of the Lord 

\^ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ - ■ ■ - 1 ,- 1 - 11 ■■ I II ■■ \^ 
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from out of the house of Ahinadah"8 at Kiijath- 
jearim, where it had heen for twent)*^ years 
afore, and " setting it in the midst SSc?"oV"" 

David's leiil 

o£ the tent that he had pitched for JJViJJifS*5 
It/'** in the city of David, or on brriio^if 

the ark from 

Mount Zion. Namely, whereas JfiJSK.''' 
Saul had no care or concern for the ark of 
God during his ragn; on the contrary, no 
sooner was David advanced to he king over 
all Ifsnel, and a httle settled at Jerusalem, hut 
out of his great piety he hegan to think it 
very improper and unhecoming that the ark of 
God should continue any longer in a private 
house, and in such a neglected manner. 

Nay, this seemed to David, " a man after 
God's own heart," i as he is styled, so in- 
consistent with a due sense of a P^^l^iV^ 
concern for the honour of God, that th« Votemn'*' 

TOW he made 

(aa we kam from Ps. cxxxii. 2—5.) {SfiSSS.*" 
" He sware unto the Lord, and vowed a vow 
unto the Almighty Gqd of Jacoh ; saying, I 
win not come within the fahemacle of my 



flf 9 Satt. v1. ; and x Chron. zUi. 

h 1 Chron. xtI. i. ; zv. 29. iMid a Chron. 1. 4. 

1 Aets ziii. aa. 
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house, nor go up unto my bed ; I will not 
sufier my eyes to sleep, nor my eyelids to 
slumber ; until I find out a place for the Lord, 
an habitation for the mighty Grod of Jacob/' 
Now we are informed, 2 Chron. i. 3, that 
" the tabernacle of the congregation of God, 
which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had 
made in the wilderness, was at Gibeon." But 
David, out of his great affection to the more 
solemn service of God, not caring (as it seems 
probable) to have the ark of God at such a 
distance from him, made choice of a place for 
the ark in the city of David, and there pitched 
a tent for it. And having thus " prepared a 
place for the ark of God, king David and all 
Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord with shouting, and with sound of the 
comet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals^ 
making a noise with psalteries and harps." ^ 
After which, *' all the people departed every 
man to his house ; and David," likewise, having 
now actually performed his forementioned vow, 
" returned to bless his house ;" ' that is, to dedi- 

k I Chron. xv. i, a8. 1 1 Chron. xyi. 43. 
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cate and dwell in it. For, although his house 
might have been built for some time before, 
yejt, according to his forementioned vow, he 
would not dwell in it till he had found out a 
place for the ark of the Lord. Which, having 
thus done, he went and dwelt in his own 
house ; which, in the forecited i Chron. xvi. 
43, is expressed by his retumlug to bless his 
house ; this being the same that is styled, " de- 
dicating a house." <» 

Namely, here we find this command given 
in relation to such as were going to fight with 
an enemy; *' and the officers shall Thepioiu 

manner of 

speak unto the people, saying. What li^pLrdJ?" 

, -1 i « .1 *^* ancient la- 

man IS there that has built a new Jj;"J5;;siU 

house, and has not dedicated it ? fromu."'***" 
Let him go and return to his house, lest he die 
in the battle, and another man dedicate it." 
On which place the learned observe, that the 
said dedication^ or blessing of a new house, 
consisted in this, namely, in the owner's mak- 
ing a feast and singing praise to God, when 
he first began to dwell in his house. And, 

m Deut. XX. $. 
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agreeable hereto, it is observed, that the xxxth 
psaLn hath this title prefixed to it ; viz. " A 
psalm and song at the dedication of the house 
of David." This I the rather take notice' of, 
because it is of good use to instruct us how we 
ought to dedicate new houses, or (as we now^ 
adays call it) to keep hous<e warmings; and 
how far we Christians come short in this mat- 
ter, of the primitive piety of the Israelites^ 
inasmuch as we are wont wholly to neglect the 
religious part of such dedications, and only to 
keep up the feasting part, and that too (^en, 
so far as to exceed the bounds of temperance, 
and thereby to sin against God, instead of 
singing praises to him on such an occasion. 

It remains only to observe, in reference to 
the forementioned action of David, in remoV- 
The removal ^^E *^® ^^ ^f God, that wc plainly 

of the wk Ml m r^- ■■ ^.v. •• j i -l 

■eeepubicM. Icam tTom the cxxxud psalm, how 

tioninthe '^ 

.iffhtofGod. acceptable a work m the sight of 
God the same was. For the said psalm begins 
with desiring God to remember the foremen- 
tioned vow and the performance thereof, as 
being a great act of pietv, and so a powerful 

o -o 
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motiTe to induce God to g^rant, what the 
F&ahiust requested in the said psahn. 

And yet David's piety did not stop here, 
but carried him still much further. For we 
read, that " when the king sat in ^^,^^, 
his house, and the Lord had given LdfortL 

^ terrlce tad 

him rest round about from all his '»'>"»"«>'o<»«'- 
enemies ; the king said unto Nathan the pro- 
phet. See, now I dwell in an house of cedar, 
but the ark of Grod dwells within curtains. 
And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is 
in thy heart ; for the Lord is with thee." ° 

Now by the ark of God dwelling within 
curtains, is meant its being placed within a 
tent. For concerning the tent or '^j;;^^ 
tabernacle, which God appointed to ^"S^Zl^' 
be made for the ark in the wilderness, we read 
thus, " Moreover thou shalt make the taber- 
naele with ten curtains of fine striped linen, 
and blue, and purple, and scarlet ; with cheru- 
bims of cunning work shalt thou make them. 
The length of one curtain shall be eight end 
twenty cubits ; and the breadth of one curtain 

n a Sam. yii. i— 3> ; ' Chron. zvii. x, a. 
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four cubits ; and every one of the curtains 
shall have one measure, five curtains shau 
be coupled together one to another, and the 
other five curtains shall be coupled one to 
another. And thou shalt make loops of blue 
upon the edge of one curtain, from the selvidge 
in the coupling ; and likewise shalt thou make 
in the uttermost edge of the other curtain, in 
the coupling of the second. Fifty loops shalt 
thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops 
shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain 
that is in the coupling of the second, that the 
loops may take hold one of another. And 
thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, and 
couple the curtains together with the taches, 
and it shall be one tabernacle. And thou shalt 
make curtains of goats' hair, to be a covering 
upon the tabernacle," &c. o 

I have judged it expedient to transcribe 
thus much in reference to the curtains of the 
The taberna. tabemaclc, uot ouly that the reader 

cle a fine and ^ 

noble tent. might as hc gocs along, without any 
more ado, be able from hence to frame some 

o Exod. xxvl. I — 14. 
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conception how the tahemacle was no other 
than a tent, (whence it is called Exod. xl. 
sometimes " the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation/' as ver. 2, 6 : sometimes simply 
" the tent of the congregation," as ver. 22, 24,) 
but also that I might observe to him from this 
account, that although the tabernacle was a 
tent, yet it was not an ordinary and mean, but 
a very fine and noble tent; or, in the lan- 
guage of David, although the ark did dwell 
within curtains, yet we are not to imagine 
they were common ordinary curtains, much 
less pitiful coarse ones; but we may learn 
from the forecited account, that they were 
very fine and rich ones, being made of fine 
striped hnen, and blue, and purple, and scar* 
let, with cherubims of cunning work; i. e. 
being made of fine linen, of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet colours curiously intermixed ; and 
also being admirably and richly embroidered, 
with the pictures of cherubims, and being 
coupled together with taches of gold. 

Such was the tabernacle or tent, which 
Moses made for the ark of God in the wilder* 
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ness, and which was still standing in those 
The old uber. davs at Gibcon, as we are informed 

nmcle at Gibe- ^ 

oj^ta D..id^. ^ chron. i. 3. And it cannot be 
reasonably doubted, bat the same piety, that 
induced David to remove the ark of God out 
of the house of Abinadab, and yet not to 
place it again in its old tent made by Moses, 
would not permit him to place it in a meaner 
tent, but either in one equally fine and noUe, 
or else much finer and nobler. 

Now, although the tent pitched by David 
for the ark of God, in the city of David or 
DjTid'fcre.o- Mount Zion, was, without doubt, 

Imtlon to bnlM ' 

Mhoweto ^^ £^^ ^^^ noble, yet, (as the 
Holy Spirit of God has thought fit particularly 
to inform us,) afterward, when the Lord had 
g^ven king David rest round about from all 
his enemies, and he sat in his house; i. e. 
had leisure further to consider how things 
stood in his kingdom, and what wanted to be 
further reformed and amended ; the principal 
point that offered itself unto his thoughts was 
this, that it was stiU very improper and unbe- 
coming that he himself should dwell in an 
O— ..-.^ . — ^-. .^ o 
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Irtuae of cedar, and the ark of God should 
4hireU withm curtains ; i. e. it was inconsistent 
with a true and deep sense of rdigion, or of 
1^ profound reference and honour due to the 
-DSvine Malesty, that he himself should have a 
6rmt large, lofty^ and in all respects stately 
palace for his dwelling or service ; and that 
God, in the mean while, should have for His 
dvpelling, or for the plaice of His public service 
and worship, no other than a tent; which, 
though fine and rich in its kind, yet came 
much short of his own palace in firmness, 
kirgenesBt loftiness, and o1^^ respects of 
^frandeor. 

fibneeupon king David, like "a man after 
GkMTs own heart," presently reserves to reform 
what was yet amiss in this point, and to build 
IS^ewise " an house for God to dwell in ;" i. e. 
to build for the place of God's public 
service a most stately fabric, whose magnifi- 
cence should bear as it were some proportion 
to thie transcendent dignity of the Divine Ma- 
jesty, by very fiu* exceeding his own palace, or 
the palace of any earthly prince. That such 
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was the design of David, and consequently the 
meaning of his " building God an house to 
dwell in/' might be inferred from what his son 
Solomon did afterwards, when he put in ex- 
ecution what his royal father had thus de- 
signed. But there is no need only for infer- 
ring this, inasmuch as we expressly read, 
I Chron. xxii. 5, that David said, "The house 
that is to be built for the Lord must be ex- 
ceeding magnificent, of fame and of glory 
throughout all countries." 

So reasonable and full of piety was this 
design of king David, that no sooner did he 
lurtonlp'SJ;. acquaint Nathan the prophet there- 

ed of by ■% ^ 

S?iS.*^* with, but he presently approved of 
it: " Ajnd Nathan said to the king. Go, do all 
that is in thy heart; for the Lord is witii 
thee."^^ Nay, we learn expressly from Scrip- 
ture, that the design was very pleasing unto 
God Himself. For thus we find Solomon 
speaking, 2 Chron. vi. 8. '*But the Lord 
said to David my father. Forasmuch as it was 

h a Sam. yii. 3. 
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in thy heart to huild an house for My naine. 
thou didst well in that it was in thy heart." 

After which it immediately follows in the 
same chapter ver. 9. "Notwithstanding thou 
shalt not build the house; but thy fr^o'i^i^'cod 

to aire oppor- 

son which shall come forth out of i^;7^^o 
thy loins* he shall build the house toHu^ame.'* 
for My name." The reason of which prohi- 
bition we are informed of by what David says 
to Solomon: "And David said to Solomon, 
My son^ as for me, it was in my mind to build 
an house unto the name of the Lord my God : 
but the word of the Lord came to me, saying. 
Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast 
made great wars : thou shalt not build an 
house unto My name^ because thou hast shed 
much blood upon the earth in My sight."' 
This I take notice of, that I may from hence 
observe to the reader, that as we learn from 
these particulars relating to the building of the 
temple, that it is a token of a man's piety 
toward God, to be zealous for the houses of 
God or places of divine worship, and out of 

i I Chron. xxli. 7,8. 
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that zeal to be willing to build 6ucb places ; so 
on the other hand it is a token of God's 
peculiar favour to a man, when the Divine Pro- 
vidence gives a man opportunity and leave for 
to build a place to His honour and service. 

And having made this observation by the 
way, I go on to shew further, how highly 
SuoJlSf; pleasing David's design of building 

acceptable to ^^ t a % t » 

Godtaimieif. the temple was to God. And tms 
will appear from the great and gradohs 
promise^ which Grod made to David on account 
of, and by way of reward for, this his pious 
design. ''Also the Lord tells thee that He 
will make thee an house. And when thy days 
be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers, I will set up thy seed alter thee, which 
shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will es- 
tablish his kingdom. He shall build an house 
for My name, and I will stablish the throne of 
his kingdom for ever. I will be his Father, 
and he shall be My son. If he commit ini- 
quity, I ynU chasten him with the rod of men, 
and with the stripes of the children of men: 
but My mercy shall not depart away from 
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him, as I took it from Saul, whom I have pnt 
away hefore thee. And thy house and thy king- 
dom shall be established for ever before thee : 
thy throne shall be estabhshed for ever/'P 

So ^eat a promise, and so signal a reward 
was this, that all the remaining part of 2 Sam. 
vii. namdy from ver. 1 8. to ver. 29. is taken 
up with a thanksgiving of David to God for the 
same, and a prayer that tiie said promise 
might be actcrally made good. Thus, ver. 25 — 
29. *' And now, O Lord God^ the word that 
Thou hast spoken concerning Thy servant, and 
concerning Ms house, estabhsh it for ever, and 
do as Thou hast said. And let Thy name be 
magnified for ever, sayings The Lord of Hosts 
is the God over Israel : and let the house of 
Thy servant David be established before Thee. 
For Thou, O Lord of Hosts, God of Israel, 
hast revealed to Thy servant, saying, I will 
bnUd thee an house : th^efore has Thy 
servant found in his heart to pray this prayer 
unito Thee. And now, O Lord God, Thou art 
that God, and Thy words be true, and Thou 

p aSam.TU.ii.i6. 
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hast promised this goodness unto Thy servant: 
therefore now let it please Thee to bless the 
house of Thy servant, that it may continue for 
ever before Thee : for Thou, O Lord God, 
hast spoken it : and with Thy blessing let the 
house of Thy servant be blessed for ever/* 

From this prayer and thanksgiving the 
reader may perceive, how great and signal a 
2ld«"f the*** mercy in the esteem of David was 
pvagnpl. that, which God was pleased to pro- 
mise him, on account of, and by way of 
reward for David's intention to build an hous6 
to God. The reader may also hence learn, 
what is the meaning of the expression, when 
God promises to '^ build David an house ; ** 
namely, that this house should be blessed, and 
established so as to continue for ever. 

The reader may likewise remark from the 

forecited passages of Scripture, how God's 

dealing with David in this particular 

point answers, or is agreeable to 

men'kRood ^^^ usubI mcthod of God's dealing 
«db^-..4.. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ .^ rewarding jind 

punishing, which is observable in the sacred 
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history. For upon dae observation it will be 
founds that God is wont to adapt and suit 
both His rewards and punishments after such a 
manner, as that His rewards cany in them 
some affinity or likeness to the good deeds by 
Him rewarded ; and likewise His pmiishments 
carry in them some hkeness to the bad deeds 
by Him punished. And this method we find 
the Divine Wisdom as it were nicely following 
in the particular instance of David we have 
been speaking of. David out of his great 
piety designs to build God an house ; God, by 
way of reward for such his pious design, pro- 
mises that " He will build David an house :" 
the Holy Spirit keeping exactly the same ex- 
pression in both cases, on purpose (as may be 
reasonably supposed) to make us take notice 
of the forementioned method of God. And 
as the expression is the same, so is there a 
> sameness or agreement to be observed in the 
things themselves, denoted by the said ex- 
pression, when spoken of God, and when 
spoken of David. The tabernacle being no 
other than a tent, was made (like other tents) 

o o 



O Q 

56 THE BICH man's PUTT. 

to be taken down and removed from place to 
place : instead whereof, David designs to 
build for God's service an house, i. e. a fieLbric 
made (not to be taken down and removed, as 
the tabernacle was wont, bat) to continue 
stable or unmoved in the same place for ever. 
Agreeably hereunto, by way of reward, God 
promises David, that whereas the kingdom had 
been taken away from the house or family of 
Saul, and removed to the house of David, it 
should never be in like manner taken away 
from the house of DaiHid, but his house €»d 
his kingdom should ,be established or continue 
for ever, that is, the kingdom should be es- 
tablished and continue to his house or family 
for ever. 

There still remains to be tckken notice 
of another remarkable circumstance, which 
AnodMrdr. tcudcd to rcudcr David's design of 
!df)?Ti?i^**' building God an house, the greater 

detiffn of 

SSlStefo*^ act of piety, and so more highly 
ofpCtf. pleasing to God. We read then* 
2 Sam. vii. 5-7. "Thus says the Lord, Shalt 
thou build Me an house for Me to dwell in ? 
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whereas I have not dwelt in any house since 
the time that I brought up the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. In all 
the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Israel spake I a word with any of 
the tribes (or, as it is i Chron. xvii. 6, with 
any of the judges) of Israel, whom I com- 
manded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why 
build ye not Me an house of cedar ? *' That 
thi9 was spoken, not by way of discom- 
mendation, but 6f commendation, may be 
plainly inferred from, the colitext immeiKately 
following; wherein God having recounted to 
David the mercies He had already vouchsafed 
unto him, (viz. " Thus says the Lord of Hosts, 
I took thee from the sheepcote, from following 
the sheep, to be a ruler over My people, over 
Israel, &c." ver.8 — ii ;) thereunto adjoins by 
way of reward for David's intention of buHding 
an house to the Lord, "also l^e Lord tells 
thee that He will make thee an house," ver. 1 1 . 
But the matter wants no inferring, it being 
put out bf all doubt, by what (as has been | 
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afore observed) is expressly said 2 Chron. vi. 
8. " The Lord said to David my father^ For* 
asmuch as it was in thy heart to build an 
house for My name, thou didst well in that it 
was in thy heart." It is from hence evident 
beyond exception, that when it is said, 2 Sam. 
vii. 5-7, "Thus says the Lord, Shalt thou 
build Me an house for Me to dwell in ? where- 
as I have not dwelt in any house since the 
time that I brought up the children of Israel 
out of £gypt. In all the places wherein I have 
walked, spake I a word^ saying. Why build ye 
not Me an house of cedar ?" these words were 
spoken, not to discommend, but the more to 
commend David for the design he had. And 
the reason why David deserved the more to 
be commended, is plainly set forth by the 
Holy Spirit to be this : Because David had 
such a design, notwithstanding God had not 
dwelt in any house since the Israelites coming 
out of Egypt ; nor so much as spake a word 
concerning building Him an house. Had 
God afore dwelt in any house^ or had He 

6 afore spake a word concerning building Him 
o 
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an house, either of these circumstances had 
been a plain indication, that an house ought to 
have been built for God to dwell in. And had 
David, upon such an indication, designed to 
have built God an house, it had been an act of 
piety in him ; but it was a much greater act of 
piety in him, for to take up such a design, not 
by the help of any such outward indication^ 
but purely by the inward suggestion of his 
own reason, influenced with a more than 
ordinary love and honour of God. 

We know that to do for a friend, what he 
expressly bids or desires us, is universally es- 
teemed as a mark of our love and The former 

consideration 

respect to our said friend. But to Ui"?b5h.*3i. 
do for him what he does not ex- another. 
pressly bid or desire us, but only intimates in 
general, that it would be acceptable unto him 
if it were done, is esteemed as a mark of 
greater love and respect. And lastly, to do 
any thing that tends to our friend's honour 
and service, purely of ourselves, or without so 
much as any intimation from him that he 
would have it done ; this is justly esteemed as 
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a mark of the very greatest love and respect 
we can have for, or shew to our friend. But 
now we are directed by God Himself (MaL 
i. 6, &c.) to judge of our love and honour to 
God, by the same rules whereby we judge of 
our love and honour to men ; and it is evident 
that God does judge of our love and honour 
to Him by the ^ame rules. Whence it clearly 
follows, that David's design to build Grod an 
house, whereas God had not dwelt in any 
house afore, nor spake a word concerning 
building Him an house, was an act of the 
greatest love and honour to God ; and accord- 
ingly a very signal and extraordinary reward 
(as has been already observed) was given to 
David by God for the same. 

I have the longer dwelt on this remark, 
because it carries in it so glaring an evidence 

^'ertSfe *^^* ^® T^^Y> not only lawfully, but 
tei^tuu^ even most acceptably to God. do 
things relating to the pubhc service of God, 
for which we have not only no express com- 
mand in Scripture, but also not so much as any 
example or intimation. Whence evidently 
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appear^, how weak and insignificant are most, 
if not all, of those pretences that are made 
use of for separating from the Church of 
England. 

Lastly^ it remains here still to observe con- 
cerning David, that although for the reasons 
above-mentioned God saw fit that David, thongh 

not permitted 

David himself should not build the liJjgf^f 

_ _ r^ 't ihewed nil 

temple, but his son Solomon; yet g3J„^' ^ 
David did not hereupon lay aside all F^thTl^ii. 
care and concern for the building of the 
temple, but on the contrary, out of his own 
great piety, and out of consideration that 
" his son Solomon was young and tender, and 
that the house that was to be built for the 
Lord was to be exceeding magnificent, of 
feme and of glory throughout all countries :" 
he therefore presently made preparation for it, 
and that abundantly before his death, as we 
are informed i Chron. xxii. 5. 

And not only so, but David also took special 
care to instruct his son Solomon, as to the 
faithful discharge of his duty in build- t^XThm 

■on M to the 
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ing the temple; and withal laid a SJ^J^"' 
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charge upon all the princes of Israel to assist 
his son in the work, as we read in the re- 
maining part of I Chron. xxii. And again, 
some time after, (as we read i Chron. xxviii*} 
David in a solemn assembly of all the princes 
and great officers, exhorted and encouraged 
Solomon to the building of the temple ; and 
also (as we are informed i Chron. xxix.) took 
notice to the whole assembly, that " Solomon 
his son being yet young and tender, and the 
work being g^eat, (for the palace was not for 
man, but for the Lord Grod,) he had prepared 
with all his might for the house of his Grod, 
the gold for things to be made of gold, &c. 
Moreover, because he had set his affection to 
the house of his God, he had of his own 
proper good, of ^old and silver, which he had 
given to the house of his God, over and above 
all that he had prepared for the holy house, 
even three thousand talents of gold, of the 
gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of 
silver, to overlay the walls of the house 
withal, &c." ver. 1-5. 
I After which, from this his own example, he 
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excited and prevailed upon the princes to con- 
tribute likewise liberally to the work, as it 

« 

follows, ver. 5-9. "And who then is ^c1tiJ?thJ 

, ' , princes and 

Willing to consecrate his service this JSJJjSJ** 
day unto the Lord ? Then the chief ILe wo/k!^ 
of the fathers and princes of the tribes of 
Israel, and the captains of thousands and of 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king's 
work, offered wilUngly, and gave for the 
service of the house of God, of gold five 
thousand talents and ten thousand drains 
and of silver ten thousand talents, and of 
brass eighteen thousand talents, and one 
hundred thousand talents of iron. And they 
with whom precious stones were found gave 
them to the treasure of the house of the Lord. 
Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered 
willingly, because with perfect heart they 
offered willingly to the Lord : and David the 
king also rejoiced with great joy." Insomuch 
that David made a solemn thansgiving to God 
upon this account, which follows ver. 10-20, 
and which I shall have occasion hereafter to 
take more particular notice of. 
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I have been the more willing to traasoribe 
these passages out of chapters xxii. xxvi». 
fn'Te aSSST. cmd xxiz. of i Chron. not ovly be- 

cIm deaerre , i • * 

^be K^ ta^ cause they contain several partiealavs 
of excellent use to my present design, but 
also because the whole two books of ChionU 
cles being left out of the calendar, i/^bicfa 
directs what lessons are to be read in the 
church, hence these chapters are never read m 
our churches, and consequently (I fear) are 
little, if at all, known to the generality of 
persons among us. The reason why the com* 
pilers of the said calendar left out the two 
books of Chronicles^ was this; because they 
are in the main no other than a repetition, or 
recapitulation, c^ what is contained in the two 
books of Samuel, and the two books of Kings. 
But what is contained in the foremei^tioned 
I Chron. xxii. xxviii. and xxix being no 
such repetition, but a supplement to that jMort 
of the Sacred History, which is contained 
between 2 Sam. vii. and i Kings ii. it is to be 
wished, that, as the Holy Spirit of Grod. di* 
rected the writer of the Chronicles to it^sert 
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the said supplexnent, as containing matter of 
great concern and use to be known ; so the 
governors of our church would direct the fore- 
mentioned chapters, wherein the said supple* 
ment is contained^ to be read in our churches, 
as tending to beget in the hearts a due sense 
of the duty I am speaking of, and to excite 
them to the practice thereof. 

I come therefore to the application of these 
:and the other passages afore cited, as relating 
to David's concern and zeal for the f^ ««» , 

infereiice from 

service and house of God. Did of'^Dif^f^*' 
David then, as soon as he came to be king 
over aU Israel, make it his principal concern 
to have the ark of Grod removed from the 
house of Abinadab ; and is not every gentle- 
man taught by this example of this king and 
mim after Grod's own lieart, that, as soon as 
he comes to his estate or ability, he ought 
likewise to make it his principal concern to 
have redressed^ as much as in him lies, what- 
ever is amiss in relation to the public service 
and honour of God ? 

Did the ark's being in a common dwelling 

o o 



o o 

66 THX RICH man's DUTY. 

house, and not having a suitable place set 
apart for it, appear to David a thing so alto- 
hSJrellJ?"* gether inconsistent with a true zeal 
for God's honour and service, that he " vowed 
he would not, and accordingly" did not, dwell 
in his own new house, until he had found out 
a place for the ark, an habitation for the God 
of Jacob," i. e. had prepared and set apart a 
very decent and suitable place for the public 
service of God ; and does not this action of 
holy David contain in it a plain and severe 
reproof to all such persons of ability, as can 
live in their own houses contentedly, nay in 
pleasure, or without shewing any real concern, 
although their parish church he so very plain, 
and so feu* out of r^air, as to be unbecoming ' 
the public service of God ; nay, although it be 
so far gone to decay and ruin, as that divine 
service cannot be performed in it ? 

Did David's piety still go further, and teach 

him, that it was not enough for him to place 

i^cren^ thc ark of God in a fine tent, whilst 

he himself lived in a house of cedar ; but that 

a due sense of God's majesty did require of 
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him, that the house of God should be more 
magnificent than his own house ; whei'eupon 
Bavid forthwith resolved to build sach a 
bouse for the service of Grod ; and are we not 
to learn from hence, that there is a great want 
of piety in all such persons, as can lay out 
large and profuse sums in building stately 
houses for themselves, and yet can let their 
parish churches lie in a mean or ruinous con- 
dition, and can think much to give to a brief 
according to their ability ? 

Nay, are there not many instances to be 
seen among us, where not only the dweUing 
houses of rich persons^ but also their ii^lS7f/Si 

imitating the 

stables, if not their very dog kennels, gj^^l^* *»' 
' are better built, or kept in better repair and 
order, than their parish churches ? Horrid im- 
piety ! That ever any man should become so 
void of reason, that ever any Christian should 
become so ignorant or regardless of his duty, 
as thus to prefer, not only himself, but even 
Ids horses and his dogs, to his Grod ! Do such 
persons ever seriously consider, that they are not 
to live here for ever, but to appear before God 
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in another world, and to be dealt with by Him 
there, in like manner as they have dealt witii 
Grod here ? Do they ever seriously consider; 
what reason mighty if revelation had not in- 
fbrmed them of, viz. ** that them that honour 
God, God will honour, and they that despise 
Him, shall be lightly esteemed likewise by 
Him ?" a 

Did David not only resolve to build such an 
house for God's service, but withal presently 
tafai*!?? set about preparing for the same 
with all his might, and out of his own proper 
goods give very large sums, as a token of his 
affection to the house of his God ; and are 
not persons of wealth and ability hereby 
taught, that they ought not to content them- 
selves with bare resolutions of doing good 
some time or other, but ought actually to con- 
tribute to such works of piety as ofier them- 
selves at the present, and especially to the 
redressing of whatever is wanting to the 
houses or service of Grod, and that with all 



a z Sam. ii. 50. 
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their might, or truly and sincerely according 
to the best of their ability; not thinking it 
enough for them to pay that bare proportion 
with their ordinary neighbours or parishioners, 
which the law of the land requires of them, 
but on the contrary, over and above willingly 
giving as much as their ability will reasonably I 
allow of, and that as a token of their affection 
to the house and service of God ? Is there not 
too much reason to look on such persons of 
ability as act otherwise, to be persons which 
want a due affection to the honour and service 
of God? 

Did David, by his own example in contri- 
buting liberally to the building of the temple, 
stir up and induce the princes and i^^ee. 
great men of Israel to contribute likewise in a 
liberal manner to the same pious work ; and 
does not this serve to teach all persons of dis- 
tinction and ability, that they ought likewise 
by their own liberal contributions to the 
building of churches, to give good example to 
others to do the same ? 

Did David not only make such resolutions 
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and preparations himself for the building of 
the temple, but also (forasmuch as it pleased 
God that he should not put in execution what 
klferrace. ^^ ^^^ ^o rcligiously designed) take 
great care to instruct and exhort his son 

4 

Solomon again and again, that he should be 
sure faithfully to discharge this great duty; 
and has not this man after God*s own heart 
thereby taught all parents of wealth and 
abihty, that they ought not only willingly to 
contribute themselves what they can to the 
building of churches, but also to take care 
that their children be sufficiently instructed, as 
to the great duty lying upon them to do the 
same, as occasions shall offer themselves ? 

Did David expressly call the house he de- 
signed to build for God's service, no other 
than ** a palace for the Lord God," and thereupon 
SfcrSce?*'' observe to the princes of Israel, that 
the work was great, forasmuch as the house 
ought to be somewhat suitable to the Majesty, 
for Whose service it was built, and therefore 
stately and magnificent ; and are not we 
hereby taught what notions we ought to have 
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of churches? that we ought to look upon 
them, not barely as houses set apart for men 
to meet together for the performance of divine 
service, but also as palaces, wherein the Divine 
Majesty does well in a special manner, and 
wherein consequently God vouchsafes to meet 
with men in a special manner ; which there- 
fore ought to be built, and always kept in such 
decent and beautiful repair and order, as is 
suitable to such palaces, and the abilities of 
those who Uve in the respective parishes. 
And if it so happen that any parish is not of 
ability itself to build, or support its church 
when built, after such a decent and beautiful 
manner ; then it becomes the duty of others, 
who are of ability, to contribute Uberally to 
the same according to their ability. 

Further, the consideration that our churches 
are no other than palaces of the Divine Ma- 
jesty, teaches us, that they ought J5J4l!£? 
not to be treated as common houses, but that 
there ought at all times, out of as well as in 
divine service, a solemn regard and respect to 
be shewn to them. And accordingly this is 

o o 



o o 

72 TBJB BICH man's DUTY. 

no other than what God has expressly com- 
manded, Levit. xix. 30. " Ye shall Jceep My 
sabbaths, and. reverence My sanctuary : I am 
the Lord." Where it is observable, that re- 
verence to the place as well as to the day set 
apart for divine service, is jointly and equally 
commanded by God, and one and the very 
same reason given for both, namely, " I am 
the Lord." And I the rather take notice of 
this, because it very much serves to prove 
farther the great and indispensable duty we lie 
under, to contribute liberally to the building 
and keeping churches in a decent and beautiful 
manner. For tins is one principal way of 
dewing reverence to the sanctuaries of Grod, 
insomuch, that to have a reverence for any 
sanctuary of God, and at the same time wil- 
fully to let it lie undecent, and go to ruin, are 
things contradictory and utterly inconsistent 
one with the other. 

I shall mention but one use more that may 
be made of the forecited passages of David's 
The ninth zcal for thc house and service of 

and iMt ■ 

inference. Qq^, jg it thcu exprcssly left upon 
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record that God said to David, " Thou didst 
well in that it was in thy heart to build an 
house to My name ; *' and is not this thus left 
upon record for our admonition, namely, to 
admonish and instruct us, that it ought like- 
wise to be in our hearts, according to our 
abiiity, to contribute to the building of any 
house to God's name or service, where it is 
wanting ? for is it not our bounden and indis- 
pensable duty to do whatever we know is 
acceptable to God, and is within our power ? 
and consequently, since we thus evidently 
learn from this instance of David, that to build 
an house to God's name is a work most highly 
acceptable to Him, is it not our indispensable 
duty, to do all within our power toward per- 
forming a work so acceptable unto God ? 

Such are the uses which may and ought to 
be made of the example of David, that man 
after God's own heart, to teach and SJciJJUr! 
convince us of the great and indispensable 
duty we lie under to contribute hberally to the 
building of churches. As for the motives, 
which may be drawn from the signal rewards 
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that God bestowed on David for his zeal to 
His house and service, in order to excite and 
encourage us to the practice of the duty I am 
speaking of, I shall reserve them for the close 
of this discourse. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Containing mch particulara at relate both to ttAemaele and 

temple, and serve to shew the dutp of contributing 

liberaUp, not only to the building or repairing 

but also to the beautifying and adorning 

of churches. 



I 



COME now to consider such particulars, as 

relate much alike both to the tabernacle 

Pwtieuimre- and the temple, and which serve to 

Utingboth to 

{Jj^e!*^"'* shew further the duty of contri- 
buting liberally not only to the building or re- 
pairing, but also to the beautifying and 
adorning of churches. 
_ We read then, Exod. xxv. 1 1 , &c. that by 
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Grod's own appointment the ark was to be 
overlaid with pure gold, and that AndtntiD 
within and without ; and that there "rk and merej 
was to be made upon it a crown of **'***'**"'*^*** 
pure gold round about ; and there were to be 
cast four rings of gold for it : and that the 
staves, which were to be put into the rings, by 
the sides of the ark, and whereby the ark was 
to be borne, were to be overlaid with gold. 
We read also, ver. 17, &c. that the mercyseat 
was to be made of pure gold, and two cheru- 
bims of gold in the two ends of the mercy- 
seat. Likewise we read, ver. 23, &c. that the 
table, whereon was to be set the shewbread, 
was to be overlaid with pure gold, and there 
was to be made thereto a crown of gold round 
about, and also a golden crown to the border 
thereof round about ; and four rings of gold ; 
and the staves that were to be put into the 
rings, and whereby the table was to be borne, 
was to be overlaid with gold. Also there was 
to be made a candlestick of pure gold of 
beaten work ; and the tongs thereof, and the 
snuff dishes thereof were to be of pure gold. 
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After which in Bbcod xxvi. we have first an 
account of the curtains of the tabernacle. 



fioJ\othe which has been ah*eady taken notice 

cnrtaing, pU- 

tSrati?.*''* ^*'^ Then, ver. 15, &c. that the 
boards, which were to stand up on the sides of 
the tabernacle were to be overlaid with gold, 
and that there were to be made to them rings 
of gold for places for the bars ; and that the 
bars were to be overlaid with gold ; and that 
there were to be about fifty-six sockets of 
silver to be put under the boards ; and that 
the five pillars of shittim wood, which were to 
be made for the hanging for the door of the 
tent, were to be overlaid with gold, and their 
hooks were to be of gold. 

And Exod xxvii. we are informed that the 
altar of burnt offering was to be made of 
Thirdly, In re- shittim-wood aud overlaid with 

latloD to the 

IsSiig^b^^ brass; and all the vessels thereof 

In the taber- 
nacle, were to be made of brass ; that the 

pillars round about the court of the tabernacle 

and their sockets were to be of brass ; but the 

c Chap. V. (.6. 
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hooks of the pillars, and their fillets were to 
be of silver ; and lastly, that all the pins of 
die tabernacle and all the pins of the court 
were to be of brass. 

And Exod. xjcviii. we are further informed, 
that as to the holy garments of the high-priest, 
they were to be made for rfory and L«tiy, in re- 
forbeauty, namely, an ephod, a breast- SAJwgh?"" 
plate, a robe, a broidered coat, a ?'««•«■• 
mitre, and a girdle. The ephod was to be 
made of gold, of blue and purple, of scarlet, 
and of fine twined linen, with cunning work. 
And the curious girdle of the ephod was to be 
of the same. And the breastplate was to be 
made with cunning work after the work of the 
ephod. And the robe of the ephod was to be 
made all of blue ; and beneath on the hem of 
it were to be made pomegranates of blue, and 
of purple, and of scarlet round about the hem 
thereof, and bells of gold between them round 
about. And there was to be made a plate of 
pure gold, whereon was to be engraven, " Holi- 
ness to the Lord ;" and this was to be put on 
the fore front of the mitre, which was to be 
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of fine linen, as likewise the embroidered coat, 
and the girdle of needlework. And likewise 
for the priests there were coats and girdles and 
bonnets to be made for glory and for beauty. 

I have transcribed these passages, because 
these (as well those above cited out of the 
Theiepas- Chroniclcs) are never read in our 
tn^'cribed. public service ; so that the general- 
ity of persons (it is to be feared) are wholly 
strangers to them. What relates to some of 
these particulars in reference to the temple, is 
read indeed once a year in our public service ; 
but that once never falling on a Sunday or 
holyday, it is to be feared likewise that the said 
passages are too little known to the generality 
of persons ; and therefore it will be requisite 
to transcribe them also in this place. 

We read then i Kings vi. i8, &c. that " the 
cedar of the house within" (i. e. of the holy of 
Of thertaten- holics) " was carved with knops and 

neii and rich* ' *^ 

remp?//^' open flowers: all was cedar; there 
was no stone seen. And the oracle he" (namely 
Solomon) "prepared in the house within, to set 
there the ark of the covenant of the Lord. — 

o 6 
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And he overiaid it" (viz. the oracle) "with pure 
gold. — Solomon overlaid the house within 
with pure gold : and he made a partition by 
the chains of gold before the oracle; and he 
overlaid it with gold : also the whole altar 
that was by the oracle, he overlaid with gold. — 
And within the oracle he made two cherubims, 
— and he overlaid the cherubims with gold. 
And he carved all the walls of the house round 
about with carved figures of cherubims, and 
palin trees, and open flowers, and overlaid 
them with gold, and spread gold upon the 
cherubims, and upon the palm trees. — ^And he 
carved on the two doors of the temple, cheru- 
bims and palm trees and open flowers ; and 
covered them with gold, fitted upon the carved 
work." ■ 

And in i Kings vii. 48, &c. we read that 
** Solomon made all the vessels that pertained 
unto the house of the Lord: the altar iSle*££*. 

lonffliiff to the 

of gold, and the table of gold, JJ^JJ »'**»« 
whereupon the shewbread was, and the 
candlesticks of pure gold, and the tongs of 
gold, and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
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basons, and the spoons, and the oensera of 
pure gold ; and the hinges of gold> both for 
the doors of the inner house, the most holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, 
of the temple, (i. e. of theholyjdace.) ABd,ver. 
41, &c. we read that "the two pillars," namely, 
which were set in the porch of the temple, "and 
the two bowls of the chapiters, that were on the 
top of the two pillars ; and the two net works, to 
cover the two bowls of the chapiters which 
were on the two pillars, and four hundred 
pomegranates for the two net works ; and the 
ten bases, and ten lavers on the bases ; and 
one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea ; and 
the pots, and the shovels, and the basons ; all 
these vessels for the house of the Lord were 
of bright brass." 

From the accounts here laid before him, the 
reader clearly perceives, that both the taber- 
d!SVnd?empie naclc aud temple were each, not 

tbuf lichly 

liSdutr**" ^^^y ^ca'itificd and adorned, but 
olfSodhhl^eif. beautified and adorned after the 
finest and richest manner. And he is further 
I to understand that this was done, by the im- 
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'mediate appointment of God Himself. For as 
ell that is contained in £xod. xxv. — xxviii. 
in relation to the tabernacle is no other than 
mhat the Lord spake mito Moses, as we are 
expressly informed Eixod. xxv. i ; so in re- 
lation to the temple we are informed i Chron. 
xxviii. 19 : "All this, said David, the Lord 
made me miderstand in writing by His hand 
upon me, even all the works of this pattern." 
If then we do but seriously call to mind and 
consider what use St. Paul has taught us (as 



has been already observed) is to be '^* 



iiae to be 



made of the 



made of the writings of the Old pmteSlEn. 
Testament^ namely, that "these things are 
our examples, and are written for our ad- 
monition;" from what has been laid before us 
in this chapter, we must necessarily make this 
plain and natural inference, that it is likewise 
our bounden and indispensable duty toward 
God, to contribute liberally according to our 
abiHty, not only to the bare building or re- 
pairing of churches, but to the beautifying and 
adorning of them after the most magnificent 
manner. For otherwise we become faulty 
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before God, for not following the good exam- 
ples thus set before us ki the history of the 
Old Testament^ and for not having due regard 
to the admonition therein given us. And this 
will further appear from the considerations 
contained in the following chapter, as to the 
reason of God's requiring both the tabernacle 
and temple to be thus richly beautified and 
adorned. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Wherein the duty here treated of is moat strongly enforced b§ 

the reason why God commanded the tabernacle and temple 

to be so richly beautified and adorned; and by the 

common notions and usages of mankind, 

whereon the reason of Ood*s command 

in this case was grounded. 



IiROM the foregoing chapters it undeniably 
appears, that the tabernacle and temple 
were built, each in its kind, after the most 
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statdy and noble manner. And that it is 

w 

likewise the indispensable duty of us Christ- 
ians, to build our churches after the JSiduJJIhe"' 
most stately and noble manner, will, ^^*£^ 
I think, undeniably appear from duly ^oiTu to'uie 
considering the reason assigned in ut^SSfne". 
Scripture, why the tabernacle and temple were 
so sumptuously built. For the said reason 
holds equally good in respect of our churches, 
as it did in respect of the tabernacle or 
temple. 

It ha£ been fancied by some that the taber- 
nacle and temple were thus richly beautified 
and adorned on t3rpical or ceremonial 2?n SiJiSS" 

• . , . T» 1 • • . 1 on the di^itjr 

considerations. But this is justly to Jf.JJJe^'''*'"' 
be esteemed mere fancy, since it is so far from 
having any grounds in Scripture, that a quite 
different reason is therein assigned, namely 
such as is founded in the very nature of things 
and a moral decency or suitableness of one 
thing to another. Thus as to the temple, 
David has told us the reason in i Chron. xxix. 
I : " The work is great," i. e. the temple is 
to be built thus most stately, and adorned thus 
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most richly: "for the palace is not for moD, but 
for the Lord God." Where the reason given 
is manifestly founded on the dignity of the 
Divine Nature above the human, and on moral 
decency or the suitableness there ought to be 
between God and the temple^ on account of 
the relation which the temple was to have 
to the Divine Majesty, as being designed for 
His palace or service. And the like reason is 
given by Solomon, 2 Chron. ii. 5 ; " The 
hoase which I build is great: for great is 
our God above all god's." But now the Grod 
of us Christians being the same as the God of 
the Israelites, and our churches having the 
same moral relation to Him as had the temple, 
inasmuch as they are places alike set apart for 
His dwelling, honour, and service ; hence 
there is the same reason for building our 
churches stately, and adorning them richly^ as 
there was for so building and adorning the 
temple. 

As to the tabernacle, the like reason with 
ffindSltood that concerning the temple is con- 

M to the ta- • J • 1 • « -r 

benwcie. tameci m that special precept. Lev. 
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xix. 30 : ** Ye shall reverence my sanctuary : 
I am the Lord." Namely, as the reason here 
given, why the sanctuary was to be reverenced, ' 
is this, because it was the Lord's; so re- 
verencing does include beautifying and a- 
doming, as being one principal way whereby 
reverence is shewn to any place, and thereby 
to him for whose use and service the place is 
designed. 

This is evident from the common practice of 
mankind. Every one, from the peasant to the 
peer, distinguishes such rooms in his The $m >«»■ 

aoo is alio 

house, as he sets apart for uses of !£^tmmoa 

nasffct of 

an higher nature, by furnishing »o"*ind. 
and adorning them after the best manner 
his abihty wiU reach to. And to what end 
among others is this done, but that by re* 
ceiving persons of distinction, and entertaining 
them in our best rooms when they come to 
our houses, we may thereby testify the respect 
we have for them? insomuch that on the contra- 
ry, to entertain a person of distinction, not in our 
best room, but that wherein we commonly abide, 
is looked upon as a plain piece of disrespect. 
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But now we have no other ways to express 

our outward respect or reverence to Grod, than 

oatwardre- thosc wherebv we express our re- 
verence to 

SjiJJSSfg spect or reverence to men. Whence 

sune manner , 

Mtoaen. it is, that (as I above observed in 
short, and shall here more folly take notice <^ 
by the same rules or outward actions^ whereby 
we judge of our respect or disrespect to men, 
God likewise judges of our respect or disre- 
spect to Him. This appears from several pas- 
sages of Scripture, particularly Mai. i. 8: " If 
ye o£fer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil ? 
and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? 
offer it now unto thy governor ; wiD he be 
pleased with thee, or accept thy person ? says 
the Lord of Hosts." Here we see that the 
method taken by the wisdom of God to con- 
vince the IsraeHtes of their disrespect to Him 
in offering the blind, and the lame, and the 
sick for sacrifice, was by putting them in mind, 
that to do the like to their governor, was 
what they could not but confess would be no 
other than an intolerable piece of disrespect 
to their governor. 
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In like manner is to be understood what is 
said I Sam. ii. 29, where God» reproving Eli 
for his sons* misbehaviour and disre- 31???^?." 
spect to His Divine Majesty, says, *' Wherefore 
— ^honourest thou thy sons above Me, to make 
yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offer- 
ings of Israel My people?" Namely, because 
to eat of the chiefest pieces of meat is esteemed 
among men a mark of honour ; hence God 
reproves Eli for suffering his sons to honour 
themselves above Him, by taking to them- 
selves and eating the chiefest of all the offer- 
ings of Israel. 

Since then it is sufficiently evident from 
these two passages of Scripture, that God 

expects we should shew our outward ^he inrerenee 

. XT -I ^i_ from the fore- 

reverence to Him by the same or goiiiffeoBii. 

dennona, u 

like actions, whereby we shew our *<» «'»«'<=^«- 
outward reverence to men; and since one 
principal and universally received way of shew- 
ing our outward reverence to men, is by beau- 
tifying and adorning, after the best manner 
we can, such places as we design for their 
reception, or use and service ; it hence most 
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evidently foUows, that God expects of us, and 
consequently it is our most bounden duty, 
likewise ta shew our outward reverence to His 
Divine Majesty, by beautifying and adorning, 
after the best of our ability^ our churches, as 
being places designed for God to dwell in 
among us, or for His public and more solemn 
worship and service* 

In short, the argument of reproof made use 
of to the Israelites by God in Mai. i. 8, when 
The inference applied to US Christians, amounts to 

more paiticu- *^* 

lEZi.s" thus much ; If vour churches be un- 
adorned, out of repair, and even ruinous, is it 
not evil? Were you to receive your king, 
and to present your addresses to him weekly 
therein, would you not think yourselves obliged, 
out of respect to him, to keep your church not 
only in handsome repair, but also to adorn and 
beautify it. according to the best of your abi" 
lity ? Or if you did not, would your king 
accept your persons, or be pleased with you, 
and not on the contrary look on himself as 
disrespected by you ? How much more then 
ought you to keep your churches in handsome 
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repair, and even to beautify and adorn them, 
when they are the places wherein I dwell in a 
special manner, and where you have leave to 
present your addresses to Me, who am the 
King of kings ? Or if you do not, how much 
greater reason have I not to be pleased with 
you, or accept your persons ? 

Moreover, another end for which men build 
themselves stately houses, and richly beautify 
and adorn them, is to shew to others Another end 
their dignity and grandeur, and <^'^- 
thereby to draw from others due respect. 
Indeed, so far are we apt to be led by 
the outward shew and appearance of things, 
that we cannot be unsensible, that a mean 
house mightily tends to render the master 
thereof likewise mean in the opinion of others, 
especially of common people. And as the 
fineness or meanness of houses has such dif- 
ferent influence on the minds of men, so like- 
wise has the fineness or meanness of attend- 
ants. Insomuch that, when we see a person 
attended by servants finely attired, the sight 
presently commands our respect, even as it 
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were whether we will or no. Whereas when 
we see a truly great person attended with 
servants hut meanly apparelled, the sight pre- 
sently, and as it were whether we will or no, 
lessens our esteem for him ; so that we are 
forced to use a sort of violence with ourselves, 
and to supply the want of outward show by 
the strength of inward reasoning, in order to 
raise and keep up in ourselves a just notion 
of the dignity of the pereon we see. and to 
bring ourselves to pay him an outward respect 
suitable to his real dignity. 

Now God as He knows fiill well what is in 
man, and consequently by what springs he 
How God is guided and governed, so in merci- 

adapts Him- 

tiinl^ot'men "^ condesccnsion to our infirmities, 
as to the t«./ He is pleased to adapt Himself to 

bemacle and * * 

temple, &c. ^^^ naturc, and therefore to require 
that to be done to His house which common 
experience teaches is naturally apt to beget in 
us awe and reverence. Wherefore another 
reason or end (besides that a|bre mentioned) 
for which the wisdom of God commanded 
that the tabernacle and temple should be, each 
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in its kind, finely built, and richly beautified 
and adorned, was this, that the extraordinary 
beauty and splendour of His house might 
naturally put them that came thereto in mind 
of the divine excdlency and majesty of its 
Master, and consequently might be a proper 
means to draw from them a suitable reverence 
to His Divine Majesty, at least during their 
stay in such His house. On the like account 
it was, that God gave particular direction, that 
the garments of the high priests and priests 
should be made for beauty and for glory^ 
namely, that the beautiful and glorious apparel 
of His ministers might further conduce to 
strike a suitable awe and reverence of His 
Divine Majesty in such as came to the public 
worship and service of God. 

And since the reason here mentioned for 
beautifying and adorning the tabernacle and 
temple, still does and always wiU jhe infer- 

ence from the 

hold good, and so is equally applic- l^J„^°i"\**/^ 
able to our churches ; it hence fol- "^ "" **' *** 
lows by parity of reason, that Grod expects 
and requires of us Christians, that His churches 
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be DOW in like maimer beautified and adorned 
according to the best of the ability He has 
vouchsafed us to contribute thereunto ; in 
order to signify and put us in mind of His 
Divine Majesty, imd consequently of the most 
awful reverence, we ought outwardly as well 
as inwardly to shew to Him, especially during 
our abode in His own house or palace. And 
the like reason holds good, why the bishops 
and priests of the Gospel should likewise be 
apparelled, at least during the performance of 
their offices, not only for decency, but also for 
beauty and glory ; namely, that such their 
apparel might be a means of drawing, from 
such as come to the public service, a suitable 
awe and reverence for the Divine Majesty 
Whose ministers they are. 

And the hke may be said in relation to 
other particulars appertainmg to the pubHc 
And u to service of God in our churches. As 

several parti- 

^Skn. that the Bible and Common Prayer 
book should be bound, not only decently but 
richly ; that the communion table, and all the 
vessels and other things belonging thereto, 
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should be not only decent, but rich or noble 
in their kind. For if not only the ark and the 
table of the shewbread were overlaid with 
pore gold, but also the candlesticks, and the 
very tongs thereof and snuffdishes were of 
pure gold, and this because they were for the 
service of the Lord Grod, the dignity of Whose 
Majesty was set forth by the richness of these 
things made use of in His service ; then by 
parity of reason, or rather much more ought 
the Bible and Common Prayer book, the com- 
munion table, and commimion vessels, &c. be 
most rich in their kind, as being used in the 
service of the Lord God, and that too in an 
higher nature than the utensils of the Levitical 
service. 

I am of opinion that the undecent behaviour 
and irreverence of the people, which is too 
apparent in many country consre- Th^mcon- 

* * •' y o Mqiience of 

gations, is owing, not in a little ^ifSSSiS* 
measure, to the very mean and undecent con- 
dition of their churches, m the forementioned 
and other respects. And it is some confir- 
mation of this my opinion, that the same 
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persons, who behave themselves thus irreve- 
rently m their own churches, when they 
happen to come into a church decently beau- 
tified and adorned, appear to be struck thereby 
with some awe and reverence, and consequent* 
ly to behave themselves after a much more 
decent manner, than in their own churches. 

I am hkewise of opinion, that, whereas the 
Romish Church, notwithstanding its being 
J?b!tarc2E &^^ ^ *^c ™^** detestable sm of 
TooS'i^ct'^ idolatry, has continued to flourish in 
hS^f aU outward prosperity for many 
hundred years; and the Protestant Church, 
notwithstanding its having reformed itself 
from the said abominable sin of idolatry, has 
not for many years got any ground, but on 
the contrary has been, in some part or other 
of it, frequently oppressed : I am, I say, of 
opinion, that the reason hereof in some, if not 
in a principal, measure, is this, viz. that al- 
though the Romish Church be guilty of 
idolatry, yet she is not (as I know of) guilty 
of sacrilege, in withholding or taking away 
from God any thing that relates to the out- 
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ward beauty and glory of His service or 
churches ; but on the contrary is very careful 
and zealous, that the churches and whatever 
else appertains to the outward service of God 
should be most stately and magnificent : 
whilst on the other side the Protestant Church, 
though she has reformed herself from idolatry, 
yet is deeply guilty of sacrilege, in withholding 
or taking away many things from God, which 
relate to the outward beauty and glory of His 
churches and service. Nay, there is but too 
great reason to fear, that one principal and 
general motive of the reformation among the 
most powerful was, the increasing of their 
own temporal revenues, by taking to them- 
selves the revenues of the church. Now this 
being the case of the Protestant Church, that 
question of St. Paul is but too applicable to 
her, viz. " Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou 
commit sacrilege?"* In which question com- 
pared with the foregoing part of the verse, 
St. Paul seems to mention sacrilege as a sin 
of no less degree than that of idolatry. 

I a Rom. ii. 2a. 
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And indeed it is no wonder, since the same 
Apostle elsewhere expressly asserts that the 
" covetous man is an idolater."^ Upon the 
whole therefore, if notwithstanding this guilt 
of sacrilege, and consequently of covetous- 
ness which is one sort of idolatry, we protest- 
ants are apt to depend on the favour of God 
for His protection and our continuance, be- 
cause we are not guilty of the other sort of 
idolatry which consists in worshipping saints, 
&c; thus on the other side may it not be 
thought, that God^ notwithstanding the guilt 
of idolatry in worshipping saints and images, 
does vouchsafe to the Romish Church His 
favour as to outward prosperity and con- 
tinuance, for this grand reason, because she is 
not guilty of sacrilege, but on the contrary 
makes use of her outward prosperity to render 
the outward service of God most glorious 
and magnificent ? 

But be this as it will, sure I am, that as the 
Israelites were to reverenoe the sanctuary, and 
SlSS.°cr. as a mark of their reverence thereto, 

b Rom. V. ^. 
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were to beautify and adorn it, because it was 
the Lord's ; so we Christians are equally 
bound to reverence our churches, and as a 
mark of our reverence thereto, to beautify and 
adorn them, because they likewise are the 
Lord's. Sure I am, that, as the temple was 
to be great, namely, both as to its fabric and 
splendour, because it was to be a palace, not 
for man, but for the Lord God, Who is great 
above all gods, so our Christian churches 
ought to be great, both as to their fabric and 
splendour, because they likewise are so many 
palaces, not for man, but for the Lord God, 
Who is great above all gods. 



CHAPTER VITL 

Wherein i$ shewed, that the tabernacle or temple being but one, 

and our churches being many, ia no valid objection 

against the duty asserted in this treatise. 

TF it be sidd, that the tabemade and temple 
-■- were but one in their respective times, and 
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therefore from thence can be rightly inferred 
only thus much, that in every country there 

Rverychri.!- ^^g^^ to bc Bomc onc palace for the 
ilwwlji Lord God, which ou^ht to be very 

the spiritual » O J 

^d^oTt?/"' stately and splendid : that this is a 

one tabernacle 

or temple. wrong infcrcnce, or no valid ob- 
jection against the duty asserted in this trea- 
tise, will appear from these considerations, viz. 
that the reason why there was but one taber- 
nacle or temple among the Israelites, was, 
because the wisdom of God saw fit, that there 
should be under the Law but one place whither 
the children of Israel were to bring their 
offerings and sacrifices, and there should be 
but one mercyseat and altar of incense. 
Whereas it is one great and glorious privilege 
of the Gospel, that according to the prophecy 
of Mai. i. II. "in every place incense may 
be offered unto the name of God, and a pure 
ofiering, " such as is the Christian sacrifice of 
the Lord's Supper, administered in every 
Christian church, whereby Christ the true 
mercyseat, is hkewise exhibited in every 
church, as well as it was in the tabernacle or 
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temple. So that every Christian church an- 
swering all the spiritual and permanent ends 
of the one tabernacle or temple under the law, 
it follows that every Christian church is in 
effect no other than a Christian tabernacle or 
temple, and consequently has a just claim to 
all the reverence and splendour that was due 
to the tabernacle or temple under the Law, 
and therefore ought to be a palace for the 
Lord God. 

Indeed if the forementioned objection drawn 
from the tabernacle or temple being but one, 
proves any thing, it will prove a S'^hrSjS" 

tiou iiurtlia 

great deal too much, viz. that it is fhewn, in th« 

D 'it prores too 

enough if there be now but one m^',^'""^ 
palace for the Lord God, not in every country, 
but all over the world : for there was but one 
tabernacle or temple of God all over the 
world under the Law. 

All that can be justly inferred from the 
temple being but one, and our churches being 
many, is this, that therefore it is im- TiiejoatiBfiBr. 

■^ ence to be 

possible that our many churches SldobjJSiJiT. 
should be all such stately palaces for the Lord 
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God, as the one temple was. But this nothing 
hinders, but that they may, and therefore 
ought each tp be a palace, in such a manner 
as is suitable to our real abilitieB. Not only 
the houses of different princes, but also the 
diffjgrent houses of the same prinpe, are not all 
equally magnificent ; and yet they are all, on 
account of their owners and masters called 

w 

palaces, and do all in some degree answer to 
their name. And that God does expect no 
more, but that our churches should be stately 
and splendid in such a manner as is answer-r 
able to our circumstances, is evident from the 
second temple, of which I shaU speak in th^ 
next chapter. 

In the mean while I desire that it may be 
here seriously considered, suppoung there was 
The jait infer- but ouc palacc for the Lord God in 

ence from the 

«id objection ^jjjg Q^j. i^ation, to which conse- 

forret the dotr *,, ■ ^i • . /■• • 

here asserted, q^ently all our Chnstiau offermgs 
and sacrifices were to be brought, (that is, 
wherein alone we Christians were allowed by 
God to receive the blessed Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper,) and to which all, at least 
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males, were bound to repair three times in the 
year, as the Israelites or Jews were to the ta- 
bernacle or temple ; supposing, I say, the state 
of us Christians to be in this case like to that 
of the Jewish Church, let it be seriously con- 
sidered, what a considerable expense as well 
as trouble, must it be every year to all such as 
lived at a considerable distance from the said 
palace, (wMch must be the far greatest part of 
the nation,) for to go thereto, as oft as they 
were obtiged. Is it not therefore justly to be 
esteemed a signal favour of God, that He is 
I pleased now under the Gospel to excuse us 
from such a considerable yearly expense as 
well as trouble, by graciously allowing us to 
build a palace or church for Him in our 
several parishes ; whereto we may repair 
without the trouble and the expense of a long 
journey, and perform all those parts of our 
Christian service, which answer to, and even 
excel all those particulars of religious worship 
which were to be performed only in the taber- 
nacle or temple under the Law? Methinks 
this single consideration, if duly weighed, 
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should be sufficient to make us most heartily 
willing to contribute liberally to the building 
and beautifying of churches in our respective 
parishes, by way of gratitude for so signal a 
favour vouchsafed unto us under the Go8X>el. 
Methinks it should make us wilhng to contri- 
bute most readily, not only so much as the fore- 
mentioned yearly expense would amount to, but 
also more on account of our being excused 
now from the yearly trouble as well as expense 
of journeying three times every year to the 
palace of our Lord God. 

And to add still the greater force to this 
consideration, I shall in short observe further 
TheforcMid to thc rcadcr, that the Jews not 

ugnment for 

SmiSS!?" only had their particular synagogue 

further en- 
forced, in their several cities or towns to 

maintain and support, but also were obliged to 
pay a yearly tribute or contribution toward the 
keeping of the temple in suitable repair ; not- 
withstanding the great expenses (as well as 
trouble), they were yearly at, in going up to 
the temple at the three solemn or general 
festivals^ and as much oftener as any particular 
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occasions of their own (which were not a few) 
required them to hring offerings or sacrifices 
unto the Lord. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Wherein the duty here treated of it enfnrced bp teveral 

conriderationa drawn from paatage* of Scripture 

relating to the tecond temple. 

T PROCEED now to the passages of the 
-■- Old Testament, which relate to the second 
temple, and are proper or pertinent ATemMkBbk 

^ * * * pMUMfc to our 

to our present purpose. The whole iSlCT.'f.J!&c. 
prophecy of Haggai deserves to he read and 
seriously weighed as to this matter. The 
more remarkable passages therein are these : 
Hagg. i. 2, &c. " Thus speaketh the Lord of 
Hosts, sayings This people say. The time is 
not come, the time that the Lord's house 
should be built. Then came the word of the 
Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it 
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
houses, and this house lie waste ! Now there- 
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fore thus saith the Lord of Hosts ; Consider 
your ways. Ye have sown much, and hring 
in little ; ye eat^ hut ye have not enough ; ye 
drink, but ye are not filled with drink ; ye 
clothe you, but there is none warm ; and 
he that eameth wages, eameth wages to put 
it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord 
of Hosts ; Consider your ways. Go up to the 
mountain, and bring wood^ and build the 
house ; and I will take pleasure in it, and I 
will be glorified, saith the Lord. Ye looked 
for much, and lo, it came to little ; and when 
ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. 
Why ? saith the Lord of Hosts. Because of 
of Mine house that is waste, and ye run every 
man unto his own house. Therefore the 
heaven over you is stayed from dew, and 
the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I 
called for a drought upon the land, and upon 
the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon 
the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that 
which the ground bringeth forth, and upon 
men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour 
of the hands." 

o — . o 
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The reader here sees how severely reproved 
and punished the Jews were for huilding their 
own houses, and letting the house of obaerTatiou 

onthefore- 

God he waste the mean while. The *=**••* ?•■•■«•• 
reader sees, that the Jews were not without 
a pretended excuse for their neglect of huild- 
iag God's house, viz. that the time that the 
Lord's house should he huilt was not come : 
which is no other than to say, accordmg to 
the way of speaking nowadays in fashion 
among us, it was unseasonahle to huild the 
Lord's house. But God reproves the Jews 
for such their pitiful excuse, saying, ''Is it 
time for you to dwell in your cieled houses, 
and this house lie waste ? — Consider your 
ways : " which is as much as to say, " If you 
would hut seriously consider the matter, you 
could not but be quickly sensible how deceit- 
fully and wickedly you deal with Me your 
God therein. For what good reason can pos- 
sibly be given why it should be seasonable 
for you, not only to build, .but also to quite 
finish and ciel your houses, and to dweU in 
them at ease and quiet, and yet it should 
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be unseasonable to build My house all this 
time ? The true reason^ that My house is 
suffered thus to lie waste among you, is, not 
want of time or season, but want of will and 
a pious affection to My service and glory/' 
Whereupon, to make them still more sensible 
of the great sin and impiety they were guilty 
of by so doing, God plainly acquaints them, 
that the great drought that was in their 
country, and the great scarcity of provision 
which was occasioned thereby, and the la- 
bours of their hands not prospering, were all 
designed by Him as judgments on them to 
punish such their great impiety. And yet 
further, God exhorts them veithout delay to 
shew their repentance for their neglect of His 
house hitherto, and forthwith to "go up to 
the mountains, and bring wood, and build the 
house," telling them that then ** He would take 
pleasure in it," forasmuch as He should be 
" glorified thereby ; " intimating that upon such 
their repentance they might expect that He 
would remove His judgments from them, and 
instead thereof send blessings upon them. 

o — ■ o 
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And now, since these things are written 

for our admonition or instruction, what plainer 

instruction can we. have from any inference; 

J from the fore- 
instance or example, that to let the of h>£^T 

houses or churches of God lie waste, and not 

to contribute according to the best of our 

ability toward the rebuilding of them, is a very 

great and provoking sin in the sight of God ? 

A sin so great and provoking as that God sees 

fit not to withhold punishing it severely in this 

life by sending sore judgments on such as are 

guilty of it. And therefore we have but too 

great reason to ascribe the calamities we of 

this nation sometimes undergo, to the great 

guilt of this sin as well as others among us. 

What plainer instruction can we have than 

ft-om the foregoing instance, that we do not 

miserably deceive our own souls, by unieMonabie- 

nets a com- 

usinfi: that commonly pretended ex- »«>•> p«tend. 

O J ^ ed excuse for 

c . . •! A» ^ 1 not doingr acu 

cuse for not contnbutmg to works ofpietr'ud 

wbj made om 

of piety, especially the building of °'* 
churches, namely, that " the time is not come 
for it," or in one word, that it is unseasonable. 
Upon the observations I have made, I am 
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persuaded that there is no one thing has done 
more hurt to the cause of God and religion 
than the pretence of unseasonableness. And 
the reason hereof is obvious : for any man 
openly and downright to oppose or refuse 
contributing to any thing that tends to the 
glory of Grod and good of religion, would be 
telling all the world that he is a man of no or 
little religion ; and consequently may prove a 
discredit and disadvantage to him as to his 
temporal affairs. But for a man to say only. 
It is unseasonable; this carries in it an ap- 
pearance of his approving of what is proposed, 
and of his willingness to do it, were but the 
times as good as himself (good man !) is. 
And thus the fault of the thing not being 
done, is most speciously shifted off from the 
naughtiness of his own heart, where it really 
lies all the while, to the pretended naughtiness 
or unfitness of the times ; and thus the devil 
transforms himself into an angel of hght. But 
the foregoing passage out of the prophet 
Haggai, may serve most plainly to instruct 
such an one, that though he may thus miser- 
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ably deceive himself, yet he does by no means 
at the same time deceive God, who sees all 
the while through and through such his de- 
testable h3^ocrisy ; and who, if he punishes it 
not in this world, yet will^ without a special 
and timely repentance, punish it much more 
severely in the world to come. 

For several years last past, the general 
excuse made by persons for not repairing or 
beautifying their own parish church, xhetaxesno 

- . • 1 /« V '•** excuse for 

when put m mmd of the mean or not contribut- 

* ing to 

ruinous condition it was in ; or for ^'"*^*'"- 
not contributing to briefs for other churches, 
when asked so to do, was this, that taxes 
were at present heavy upon them, on account 
of the war the nation was engaged in. Where- 
by they would be understood to acknowledge 
that what was proposed to them was fitting to 
be done, and their duty to do, but that they 
were hindered from doing it at present, not by 
any unwillingness of their own, but altogether 
by the unhappiness of the times, which dis- 
abled them from contributing thereto. But 
now all the while it was apparent, that the 
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unhappiness of the times disabled them from 
doing nothing else that they had a mind to do. 
They lived all the while as great as ever ; eat 
as high, drank as freely ; made as many need- 
less and extravagant entertainments ; abated 
nothing of their pleasure in keeping dogs and 
race-horses ; spent as much at plays and 
operas ; laid out considerable sums in build- 
ing, or adorning and furnishing richly their 
own houses. And therefore is it not hence 
evident, that there is but too just an occasion 
to say to these persons, what God by the 
prophet Haggai said to the Jews, ** Consider 
your ways ? " For would they but impartially 
consider them, their own consciences would 
quickly, tell them, that it has not been the 
fault of the times, but of themselves, that their 
own and other churches have lain so long un- 
repaired, and in so mean and even nasty a 
condition. Could they but have found in 
their hearts to have contributed one or two 
hundred pounds, it might have been enough 
to have repaired and beautified, not only their 
ovni church, but also all the other churches 
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for which their charity has been desiredy 
during the wars. But now it wiU, I dare say, 
be found upon a fair calculation, that one or 
two thousand pounds have been spent by 
them, during the wars, on their pleasures, and 
own houses, and other such needless or much 
less necessary accounts, (to say no worse of 
them,) as are above mentioned. 

Let therefore such persons consider their 
ways impartially, and their consciences must 
tell them that they are guilty of li'i^L'i 

. waa reproved 

the like sm, that God by the Pro- gwi*''*^' 
phet Hagai reproved the Jews for in the above 
cited passage. They did in effect say, during 
the late wars, that the time for building or re- 
pairing and beautifying churches was not 
come. To whom it might justly be rephed 
according to the same Prophet : Is it time 
for you, not only to dwell in your cieled houses, 
but to hve sumptuously and extravagantly, to 
spend so much on your pleasures and sports^ 
and the churches of God He waste ? 

Well, the wars are now happily ended. 
And I heartily wish, that, as God has thus put 
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an end to what has been so long made an 
excuse for not repairing and beautifying His 
It b to be churches, so men would put an end 

wished we . ^t * mi« i • 

would like, to their own unwiilineniess to this 

wiM imitate ^ 

*pentinff^"hia gTcat dutj, and so to their impiety 

•in apon tit is 

admonition, jjj ^^g respcct. Wc rcad Hagg. 
i. la, &c. that upon the forecited reproof of 
the Jews by the Prophet, " Zerubbabel the son 
of Shealtiel," (who was their chief or governor,) 
'* and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the Lord their Grod, — and 
they came and did work in the house of the 
Lord of Hosts, their God." I most heartily 
beseech God, that this discourse may ha^e the 
like effect on such as read it, that so they may 
sincerely repent of their former neglect of 
God's churches, and forthwith perform their 
duty in this respect, by liberally contributing 
according to their ability both to their own 
and other churches; and by their good ex- 
amples encouraging others to do the same. 
Sure I am, that if they do this as they ought, 
God will be with them^ as He was with the 
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Jews upon their setting about the work of the 
second temple, according to Haggai i. 13. 

It remains to observe in relation to the 
second temple, that, although it fell so far 
short of the extraordinary magni- TheMcend 

/• *•«_!? • temple the 

ncence of the first temple, as to be *^*'"»S' 

I ' WBxoikg the 

• * f 'a .t * Jewf at that 

m comparison of it as nothing, yet it *!«•• 
is not to be thought that it was as nothing (i.e* 
mean and contemptible) in itself. It was the 
most stately pile of building the Jews then 
had ; and when they had thus shewed the 
reverence due to Grod, by building His house 
the best among them^ God was so well pleased 
therewith, that He assured them by Haggai of 
His favour thenceforward, saying, "From this 
day will I bless you."* 

When their forefathers abounded with gold 
and silver, (as they did in the reigns ne neumeH 
of David and Solomon, and also pSIlTn oflK 
at their cominc^ out of Eccypt,) deru^to 

w joj K * God'i arcept- 

then God required that a very con- fiSfni' p&wd 

therewith. 

siderable share of their gold and sil- J2i5?n^* ■*" 
ver should be laid out in richly beau- thI?^iJneI*' ^ 



a Haggai U. 19. 
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tifying and adorning the tabernacle and temple, 
as has been above seen. But now the Jews 
being lately returned from a long captivity, as 
they were far from having gold and silver, 
wherewith to adorn the second temple as the 
first was, so Grod was feu- from requiring any 
such thing at their hands. What God re- 
proved them for by Haggai, and punished 
them for so severely, was for being content to 
build their own houses, and to let His house 
lie waste. When once they had also built His 
house according to the best of their ability in 
their present circumstances; then, that they 
might not be disheartened, because the present 
state of this house was as nothing in compa- 
rison of her first glory, and thereupon be 
induced to imagine that now they had done 
their best to build the house, it would not be 
pleasing or acceptable unto Him, for Whose 
service it was built : to prevent this, I say, 
God was most graciously pleased to acquaint 
them by Haggai, that He was very well 
pleased with what they had at last done : 
particularly taking notice to them, that silver 
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and gold are His^ or belong to Him, that is, 
that all the silver aQd gold in the world are 
His, and consequently that they were not to 
imagine^ that He required the tabernacle and 
first temple to be so enriched with silver and 
gold, as if He stood in want of it ; or that He 
disliked the second temple which they had 
now built Him> on account of its not being so 
enriched with silver and gold : as He was the 
supreme Owner, so was He supreme Disposer 
of all the silver and gold in the world ; and 
therefore, as He enriched their forefathers at 
their coming out of Egypt, by bringing things 
about so, that they " spoiled the Egyptians," 
i. e. carried along with them a very great, if 
not the far greatest, share of the riches of 
Eg3rpt, so He could, had He seen fit, have en- 
riched them likewise at their coming out of 
their Babylonish captivity. But, as He had 
not seen fit so to do, so neither was He at all 
displeased with them for not having adorned 
the present temple with silver and gold, as the 
former was, since He had not given them 
abiUty so to do. And as a token of His not | 
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being displeased with them^ or the house they 
had built for His service, He expressly informs 
them, not only that He would fill that same 
house with glory, but also that the glory of 
that latter house should be greater than of the 
former; which was verified by our blessed 
Saviour's being frequently present and teaching 
therein, while He was on earth. 

From the foregoing passages relating to the 
second temple, as it evidently appears on 
SmSf^i" one hand, that God does not expect 
intheiMt that all His churches should be as 

pangnpn. 

magnificent and rich as Solomon's temple, or 
that we should contribute to the building of 
churches more than we are really able ; so it 
evidently appears on the other hand, that God 
does expect and most strictly require, that we 
should not contentedly dwell in our own 
houses^ and let His houses or churches lie 
waste ; that we should not delay the building 
or repairing of churches, or think that the 
time is not come for this, but forthwith make 
it one principal part of our care and concern, 
to promote all that in us lies, the building of 
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God's churches, and consequently that we 
should contrihute liberally to the said pious 
work, according to the very best of our 
ability. 



CHAPTER X. 

Wherein the duty here treated of is enforced by conaiderationa 

drawn from pauagee of the New Teatament^ 

aa first from Luke vU. a — 6. 



I 



6 



HAVE now done with the passages of the 
Old Testament, which are so clear and 
full to the point, that I cannot but me dntr ben 
think them abundantly sufficient in If^^^jj 
themselves, (or supposing nothing Tmt^ent. 
could be alleged out of the New Testament,) 
to convince any person that is not past con- 
viction of the great and mdispensable duty of 
contributing Hberally to the building and re- 
pairing of churches, according to the utmost 
of his ability. Howsoever,' since it has pleased 
the wisdom of God to insert into the New 
Testament some passages which further tend 
very much to enforce the duty I am speaking 
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of, I judge it requisite to lay them also here 
before the reader, and to give them then* due 
consideration. 

Very remarkable then to our present pur- 
pose, is what we find recorded Luke vii. 2 — 6, 
AtfintbTthe namely, that "a certain centurion's 
servant, who was dear unto him, 
was sick, and ready to die. Aiid 
when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto Him the 
elders of the Jews, beseeching Him that He 
would come and heal his servant. And when 
they came to Jesus, they besought Him in- 
stantly, saying. That he was worthy for whom 
He should do this : for he loveth our nation, 
and has built us a synagogue. Then Jesus 
went with them.*' Here we see that the 
argument made use (^ by the elders of the 
Jews to induce our Saviour to come and heal 
the centurion's servant, was this, that '*he loved 
their nation, and had built them a synagogue," 
or place for public divine service. Now as by 
" loving their nation " is to be understood the 
centurion's loving the Jews, on account of 
their being the people to whom God had re- 
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vealed His will, and who had the true worship 
of the true God among them; and conse- 
quently by " loving their nation" is ultimately 
denoted the centurion's sincere love of €rod ; 
so the greatness aud sincerity of this his love 
to God is attested or proved by his having 
built a synagogue for the service of God. 

And it deserves our special observation, 
that no sooner had the Jews informed our 
blessed Saviour of this instance of obterrrtioo. 

concerning 

the centurion's piety, but it imme- i»y. '**" 
diatdy follows in the sacred history, *' Then," 
i. e. presently, as soon as this was said, " Jesus 
went with them." By what is said ver. 4, 
namely, that the elders of the Jews " besought 
Him (i. e. Christ) instantly," is plainly inti- 
mated one of these two things : either that 
the elders had used several other arguments 
to our Saviour, but could not prevail till they 
used this of his having <* built a synagogue ;" 
or else that they had aforehand considered and 
studied what argument they should make use 
of to our Saviour, as most likely to prevail 
with Him^ and after due consideration made 
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choice of this as most likely so to do. One 
of the two things is plainly signified by the 
original word of the sacred text, (viz* ovou^/m^,) 
which we translate " instantly." And either of 
the significations beng taken, it serves evi- 
dently to shew what a great notion both parties, 
our blessed Saviour as well as the elders of 
the Jews, had of the centurion's piety, on 
account of his having built a synagogue. As 
for our blessed Saviour, by His immediate 
complying with the desire of the Jews, upon 
their mentioning this act of the centurion's 
piety. He plainly teaches us, that He allowed 
of the argument or motive made use of by the 
Jews as good and weighty ; namely, that the 
centurion's bmldmg a synagogue was a very 
good mark of the sincerity and greatness of 
his love to God, and consequently did render 
him worthy for whom so much should be done, 
though at the expense of a miracle. 

And if so, if we are thus plainly taught 
Inferences ^7 °^^ Saviour's bchaviour toward 
p»><ve^in'«- this centurion, to look on building a 
g urc ei. place for divine worship as a very 
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good token of our love to God ; then, since we 
are indispensably bound to express our love to 
Grod all the ways we can, it will follow that 
we are indispensably bound not only to con- 
tribute liberally toward the building of churches, 
but even, if we are of ability, to build them 
entirely at our own costs and charges where 
they are wanting, rather than the service of 
God should be neglected, or not performed 
with that decency as it ought, and that to act 
contrary is a shrewd sign of our not being 
affected with the love of Grod as we ought. 
It remains only to observe, with reference to 
this passage of the centurion, that as it evu 
dently enforces or shews the necessity of prac- 
tising the duty I am speaking of, so it evi- 
dently contains also a great encouragement 
thereto, of which in the close of this treatise. 
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Wherein the duty here treated o/ia enforced from our Saviour^s 
own example, or xealfbr the House of CM. 

THAT the centuricHi's building a synagogue 
should be most highly pleasing to our 
ow smru>^a blcssed SaviouT, and thereby a most 

never exerted '' 

"/a'SlS'rfi?^ Strong motive with Hhn for to gra- 

Irat in order to 

E7i^.^V ^ify t^® centurion's desire even by a 

•peetdneto • i / t i. i j • 

t£« temple, mu'acle, (as has been observed m 
the foregoing chapter,) is no wonder; since 
our Saviour Himself upon all occasions shewed 
Himself affected with the highest concern for 
the honour and respect due to the places of 
God's worship. We read but twice (as I 
remember) that Christ exercised any public 
act of civil authority ; and both times it was 
upon the same account, namely, to preserve 
the honour and respect due to the temple. 

The first time was a little before the first Pass- 
over after Christ's baptism, or entry upon public 
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preaching. Of which we have an account 
given us only by St. John. " The Jews' Pass- 
over was at hand, and Jesos went tH^!^ 
up to Jerusalem, and found in the temple those 
that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting : and when He 
had made a scourge of small cords. He drove 
them all out <^ the temple, and the sheep, and 
the oxen ; and poured out the changers' 
money, and overthrew the tables; and said 
unto them that sold doves, T&ke these things 
hence ; make not My Father's house an house 
of merchandise. And His disciples remem- 
bered that it was written. The seal of Thine 
house has eaten me up." ^ 

The other time when Jesus exercised the 
like act of authority, was a little before the 
third Passover after His last bap- Tkeaeeoad 

'^ Mid lut of 

tism, or that whereat He was cruci- **"*"* 
fied. And we have an account given of this 
by all the other three Evangehsts besides 
St. John, and most particularly by St Mark. 
" And they came to Jerusalem : and Jesus 

h Jobn li. 13^17. I 
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^ent into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the table of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves ; and 
would not sufier that any man should carry 
any vessel through the temple. And He 
taught, saying unto them. Is it not written. 
My house shall be called an house of prayer 
for all nations ? but ye have made it a den 
of thieves." i 

From these two accounts the reader may 
observe, how very zealous our blessed Saviour 

The inference ^^> ^^^^ ^^^ hoUOUT and rCSpCCt 
from onr Se^ 

v|onr^beh«P should bc shcwu to the temple: 

Tlunr and seal -^ 

matter, j^^^ jj^ taught or iuculcatcd, that 
the reason why honour and respect was to be 
shewn to the temple, was on account of the 
special relation it had to God's service, 
namely, because it was His •* Father's house," 
and '^ the house of prayer." Which reasons 
equally belonging to all Christian churches, it 
hence clearly follows, that according to our 
Saviour's doctrine, we ought to pay like 

1 Mark zi. x j~z7. 
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honour and respect to all our churches. In- 
deed, it is altogether unreasonahle and ahsurd 
to unagine, that our hlessed Saviour should 
shew such extraordinary zeal in this case, if 
the honour and respect due to the temple was 
founded on ceremonial or typical considera- 
tions relating to the legal economy or state ; 
when, at the very same time that our Saviour 
gave the last instance of such His zeal. He 
fully designed, within no longer a time than a 
few days after, to put an end to the obliga- 
tion of the Law, and consequently to all 
typical and ceremonial considerations relating 
thereto. 

The argument last mentioned is, I think, an 
undeniable one for to prove, that the like 
honour and respect which our blessed onr savioiir*! 

* seal herein, an 

Saviour required to be paid to the ^?n?forthe 

duty here 

temple. He designed, and by what *«•»«* of. 
He then did taught us, that it ought to be 
always paid to Christian churches. I desire 
therefore the reader's leave to set forth this 
argument in as plain and full a manner as 
I can. 
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It is agreed on all hands, that our blessed 
Saviour by His death on the cross put an end 
And thenfon to the ritoal and typical part of the 

more largely 

ia.i.ud.poD. La^ j^^ ^^ ia certain, that the 
last time our Saviour shewed His extraordi- 
nary zeal for the honour and reverence due to 
the temple, was but about a week, at most not 
a fortnight before His crucifixion. But now 
can any sober or judicious person think it 
reasonable to suppose that our blessed Saviour 
should think it worth His while to exercise 
such an extraordinary act of zeal in a matter 
which would be of no consequence within a 
fortnight's time? Is it not much more rea- 
sonable to suppose that our Lord would have 
contented Himself with admonishing the Jews, 
that although the time was indeed just at 
hand when Grod would no longer require 
outward honour to be paid to His temple, 
yet they ought nevertheless to have paid it 
the honour due thereto on ritual or typical 
considerations, till the time was actually come 
which was to put an end to all rites and types 
of the Law, and consequently to the honour 

o o 
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as yet belonging to the temple on some ritual 
or typical accounts ? Since therefore our Lord 
acted quite contrary, since He exerted an 
extraordinary zeal in the matter, it is but 
reasonable to infer, that the matter itself was 
likewise of an extraordinary consequence, and 
therefore was not founded on any typical or 
ritual consideration, which were in a very few 
days to cease, but on natural and moral con- 
siderations, which were of standing and per- 
petual force or obligation; and which there- 
fore would continue to require the like honour 
and reverence to be shewn to all places, as 
should have the like relation to God as the 
temple had, that is, should be set apart for 
God's pubHc service and worship, as our 
churches are. 

Indeed to me it seems but reasonable to 
think, that our Lord by His Divine omniscience 
foreseeing, that in future ages many, ov saTirar'i 
that should call themselves Christ- I'SS.&ST,^ 

to the reason 

ians, and profess to be His disciples, oti»Biguotit. 
would not only become faulty themselves in 
not shewing due respect to His churches, but 
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would be so far led away by their c(»rapt 
affections and judgments, as to go about to se- 
duce others to their wicked opinions ; our 
Lord^ I say, foreseeing this, in order to j 
prevent our being so misled or seduced, 
thought fit to express greater zeal in pre- 
serving the honour and respect due to God's 
house or place set apart for God's public 
worship, than He did in any other instance: 
thereby namely to teach His disciples, that 
the paying or not paying due respect to such 
places was not a trivial or sHght matter, but 
of the greatest consequence in the sight of 
God. 

But now a due and sincere respect for 
churches is utterly inconsistent with being un- 
infenmeet conccmed to scc them He waste or 

from ofu Sa- 

ll*t?'5^dliV iT^oiis* or in a mean and undecent 

<tf benitifTing 

churches. conditiou. For can we unagme 
that the same zeal, which made our blessed 
Saviour so highly concerned to see sheep and 
oxen only in the outer court of the temple, 
would not make Him as much, if not more 
concerned to see whole churches so ruinous 

6 6 
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or mean, as to be no better than stables or 
bams for sheep' and oxen, not so good by 
much, as many stables for horses ? Can we 
imagine, that the same zeal, which made 
Christ so concerned for the honour of God's 
house in one respect, would not make Him 
alike concerned for its honour in all other 
respects, and therefore in respect of its being 
decent, beautiful, and magnificent, according 
to the ability of those who built it, or served 
Grod therein ? And is it not the indispensable 
duty of all Christians, to imitate the example 
and zeal of Christ, in this as well as other 
respects ? But how can he be zealous for the 
honour of God's house, who refuses to give 
any thing, or at least to give suitably to his 
ability, toward the building or beautifying of 
the same ? 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Wherein tke imtp here treated of it enforced from t Car, xhr. 

40, and zi. aa. and aUofirom the practice 

of the primUive Christians. 

T SHALT I not pafis by that genertj role 
•^ given by St. Paul in i Cor. ziv. 40; 
ite dio^ iwic " Let all things oe done decently ;" 

trckted of it 

eiiforeed from forasmuch as the said rule is by 

I uor> ht. 40* * 

*° '"' analogy of reason to be understood 
as including the duty we are upon, as well 
as any other rdating to the house and 
service of God ; especially if it be considered 
also what the same Apostle says in this same 
Epistle, chap. zi. 22; "What, have ye not 
houses to eat and to drink in, or despise ye the 
church of God ? " Whence it is evident that 
St. Paul looked upon despising the church of 
God as a great fault ; and that to perform any 
common actions, as to eat and drink for the 
satisfying of hunger or thirst, or the like, was 
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to despise the church: and if so^ then by 
analogy of reason, it must be a much greater 
fault, not to have the same regard for the 
church as fSur our own houses; not to keep 
the church in as good and beautiful repair, as 
we do our own houses. 

We cannot be ignorant, but that for a rich 
person to let any seat or house that he has, lie 
in a mean condition or run to ruin, ^iS^^. 

noil interpre- 

is by the common interpretation of {j»}jj jj^j^ 
men understood as a token that he does des- 
pise that seat or house, i. e. does not like and 
consequently does not regard it. And agree- 
ably hereto it is no less certain a token, that 
such rich persons, as can contentedly let their 
church lie in a mean condition or run to ruin, 
do despise the church ; and so are guilty of 
the like great fault, for which St. Paul blames 
the Corinthians in chap. zi. 22. of the First 
Epistle, as also of breaking the general rule | 
laid down by him in chap. ziv. 40. of the 
same Epistle. 

In short, the great reason why no particular 
rules are laid down in the New Testament | 

o 
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concerning this matter^ is because this dvHtf 
is sufficiently taught by the bare light of 
Thisdntj, nature or the dictates of reason; 
tieaiariTor as is obscrved' iu chap. ii. of this 

mentioned ot j_ .j* "j'^ i 'i^^- 

enjoined in the trcatise ; aucL uot only so, out also 

New Teita- '' I 

"""*• easily to be infeired from the analogy 

of the Old Testament, in relation to the taber- 
nacle and temple, as has been largely she^m 
in chap iii. to chap. ix. inclusively of this 
treatise. 

And indeed it is not at all to be doubted; 
but the truly pious Christians of the primitive 
ciefaii7»r«c- times understood the said duty we 

thed by tae 

Ehrirtilw. ^® speaking of, to be thus suffi- 
ciently enjoined them ; and that accordingly 
they were very careful to shew their outward 
reverence to God, by not despising or shewing 
any contempt to His churches^ or the places 
set apart for their religious assemblies. It 
is not to be doubted, but they were very 
careful to shew their outward reverence to 
God, as well by making and keeping their 
churches decentiy, as by behaving themsdves 
decentiy in such places. This, I say, is not to 
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be douhted of in respect of the more primitiye 
Christians^ who were not permitted openly to 
have churches; . because it is most certain 
from ecclesiastical history, that as soon as the 
primitive Christians began to have free liberty, 
openly to have churches, they built their 
churches not only decently, but even very 
magnificently, where they were of ability. 
Whereby they plainly shewed, that together 
with Christianity itself, they had been taught 
the duty I am here treating of, as one consi- 
derable branch of Christianity. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Wherein the duty here treated of, is moet strongly enforced bp 

the consideration, that riches come of Ood, and that He 

alone is truly the proprietor of them, and that rich 

persons are in reality no other than 

stewards to Ood^ 

T SHALL enforce the practice of the duty I 
A- am here treating of, but by one consid- 
eration more, which is taken notice RiehDorMu 

are obliged 

of frequently both in the Old and &d?5rcS;'*- 

^ ' tribute II- 

New Testament, and has therefore SSSL? 
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been reserved to this last |dace. The eoa<« 
aideration I mean, is this, that (as David 
observed, i Chron. xziz. ii, 12.) *'A]1 that 
is in heaven and in earth is Giod's; bothriehes 
and honour come of Him;" or (as St. Paul 
expresses it, i Tim. vi. 17.) "that it is God 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy ;" and 
this not as proprietors, but only as stewards, 
as is taught us by our blessed Saviour, in the 
parable of the unjust steward, Luke xvi. 
Since then, it is God that makes one to differ 
from another, as in other respects^ so as to riches 
and poverty; hence, though we were not to 
give Him an account how we bestow the 
riches that He is so kind as to bestow on us, 
y^t mere gratitude would render it our indis- 
pensable duty, to be ready to contribute liber- 
ally out of those riches which He has given 
us, to whatever conduces to His honour and 
glory ; and therefore to the building and even 
beautifying churches, or places set apart for 
His pubtic worship and service : so that snch 
rich persons, as either give nothing, or else 
too sparingly in proportion to the riches God 

o o 
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!ha8 givai them, are guilty, not only of want 
of love and reverence for God, but even of 
the higbest ingratitade, wbich is justly looked 
upon and condemned, by the common consent 
of mankind, as one of the basest of vices. 

And although the crimes already menticmed, 
are so many and so great, as to make the 
weight of his sins, who is guilty of Aaddsoi^ 
than, very heavy; yet there is SbSSi^fiy 

iteTParaK to 

another consideration, which stiU ^*** 
makes them much heavier, by adding to the 
fprementioned burden the guilt of injustice or 
unfaithfolness. For of this likewise is the 
rich man g^ty, who gives either nothing, or 
but grudgingly and niggardly, to the building 
of churches or any other work of piety, inas- 
much 88 he is not strictly qpeaking proprietor 
of the riches he has in possession, but only 
steward. 

llus, aa I afore observed in short, we are 
taught more particularly, Luke xvi. i, 2, &c. 
where, by the steward that was ac- Atutwrht 

' ' br the parable 

cused to his master for wasting his iteir^"*' 
goods, is denoted any rich man that does not 

o 
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hj oat his riches to those uses 6f piety wfaicll' 
God chiefly designed them for^ and for which^ 
God entrusted him with them, but disposes of - 
them to other ends and purposes : and con-> 
sequently our Saviour's application of the said 
parable in these words, ver. 9 ; " And I say 
unto you. Make unto yourselves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye 
fedl, they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations;" this application, I say, of our 
Saviour amounts to thus much; that the 
grand concern of rich men ought to be this, 
that they lay out their riches, not (as is usual 
for the generality of persons in their con- 
dition) in indulging their vices and sinful 
pleasures, and other works of unrighteousness, 
but to such ends and purposes as they were 
designed for by their Ijord in Chief, Who en- 
trusted them with the said riches, that is, 
principally to the honour of that Lord, Whose 
stewards they are; that so, when they are 
called out of this world to give an account 
of their stewardship, they may be alle togive 
I such an account as will be approved of by 

o .. o 
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their Lord, and induce Him to reward them 
with the true riches of everlasting hliss and 
^ry, for having been fiedthfiil in the manage- 
ment of the worldly riches entrusted with 
them. 

This is the true state and condition of all 
rich men ; so that their grand and fatal error 
generally lies in this, that they do S?™d"2d 

fatal miatake 

not, or will not understand this to be of rich ^' 

' sona. 

their real state and condition. They first of all 
mistake grossly in looking upon themselves to 
be the sole proprietors of the riches they pos- 
sess, and then they argue thence, that they 
may do what they will with their own. 
Whereas did they but consider that they are 
ill- reahty no more than stewards, then the 
contrary would evidently follow, viz. that 
therefore they are not to do what they will 
with their riches, as not being their own but 
God's* On which account they are to do 
with them as God wiUs and requires ; which 
to be sure is, to lay them out primarily and 
principally to His own honour and service, 
and therefore to the building and beautifying 
O , — O 
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of churcheB, as what tends in a special 
manner to the promoting God's honour and 
glory. 

The steward is indeed looked upon as the 
chiefest or highest servant that belongs to the 
The Clime or &mily of any great person; and 

■In of rich 

SiVft'e'te- ^cordoBgly he is not only shewn 
common sfew. resoect by the other servants ac- 

ard acting in * ** 

towiSSThte cording to their several ranks, but 

lord or nas- 

S'n'JenSldiy ^^ allowcd by his lord much larger 

do towards 



God. in re. wafifcs than the other, at least, the 

■nect to Hia ^ » -f 

""*""• inferior, servants; insomuch that 



cna 



he is thereby frequently enabled to live him- 
self very handsomely and genteely, keeping 
house himself, and having his own proper ser- 
vants. But now would it not be very odd^ 
and an unsufferable crime in a steward, if, be* 
cause he is thus largely allowed by his lord for 
his care and pains, and thus respected by his 
fdlow servants, he should therefore have his 
head so turned round by the highness of his 
post, as to. forget that after all he is only 
steward, and forthwith to imagine that he is 
the very proprietor or 1(^ of all the riches 

O r—- 
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bo has in bk bands or management ; and ac- 
cordingly on the strength of this false imagi* 
nation, he should lay out all» or the far greater 
part, of the said riches, not for his master's 
service and honour^ but for his own, not only 
service and honour, but even mere pleasure 
and recreation, and that too to downright 
extravagancy ? 

To instance in scHne particulars: would it 
9ot be an unsufierable crime in a steward, on 
the strength of the forementioned Thei«neu. 

lostrated more 

false imagination, for to lay out '"**«^">y- 
great sums of his lord's money on building 
himself a noble house, and the mean while tQ 
let his lord's house lie in a mean, or even 
ruinous condition ? Would it not be an unr 
sufferable crime in a steward, to lay out his 
lord's money in paving his own house with 
marble or the best stone that can be got, and 
the mean while to think an earthen floor, or 
else a pitching of pebbles, not so good as in 
his own stables, good enough for his lord's 
bouse ? Would it not be unsuflerable in him, 
for to lay out his lord's money in having his 
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own windows glazed with the best glass, and 
after the best manner, and in the mean while 
to think it weU enough for his lord's house, 
if the windows thereof be but patched up 
with any pieces of glass, or great part of them 
quite stopt up with any pitiful mortar or dirt? 
Would it not be unsufferable in him for to lay 
out a great deal of his lord's money in finely 
ceiling the roof, and wainscoting or otherwise 
adorning the insides of the walls of his own 
house ; and the mean while to think it well 
enough for the roof of his lord's house to be 
unceiled, and lie open like a bam^ and the in- 
sides of the walls to be all covered with filth? 

I might instance in several other particulars, 
but these already mentioned are sufficient to 

rich '^ Mi ®^®^» ^<^^ unsuflferably ill such 
Mt forth. a steward would behave himself 
toward his lord, in laying out the money his 
lord had entrusted him with. And yet is 
there not among us many, many a rich person, 
to whom it may be truly said, (in the words of 
the prophet Nathan to king David,) a Sam. 
xii. 7, •' Thoa art the man ? " For how 
O O 
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many are there, that lay out thousands and 
thousands of pounds on building them- 
aelves noble houses, and yet give little or 
nothing toward the building of churches! 
How many places are there, where one may 
see the house of some great man make a 
ajdendid and stately appearance, while the 
house of God stands by, as it were in an 
humble manner, making but a very mean end 
despicable figure ! And how comes this to 
pass, but by the want of rich men's con* 
sidering, that they are by no means really 
proprietors, but only stewards of the riches 
they have in their possession; and as such, 
must be strictly accountable to God their Lord 
for the management of the same ? 

Did but rich men duly consider, that they are 
no more than stewards to God, they could not 
but be sensible, that it is their in- Th« eoiuider 

, •tlonof their 

dispensable duty as such, to study 5£3Ertu*to 
and do, in the first place, what is feet^mans 

*^ to excite rich 

requisite to the maintaining or pro- fo^\hl7Jt7 

here tpoken 

' moting of God's glory, and in order <>'* 
hereto to lay out or set aside yearly a v^ry 
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4 

considerable share of their income ; and then, 
in the second place, to constdt their own 
honour and pleasure, in proportion to what id 
left of their yearly revenues, after they have 
discharged their duty to God their Lord, in 
laying out or setting aside for His honour and 
service so much of the riches they are entrust- 
ed with by Him, as is requisite, according to 
their abilities. Whereas for want of such 
consideration it is the too general practice of 
rich men, in the first place, to consult their 
own honour, nay, and pleasure too, and to lay 
out vast sums herein, and then to think it an 
excuse for not contributing to works of piety, 
that their extravagancies have left them no- 
thing to do it with ; when in reality this is so 
tar from being an excuse, that it is an aggra- 
vation of their crime in not contributing to 
works of piety. 

I dare say, that was but a computation made 
Half of the ex. of what is yearly spent within this 

pentea of the 

p&S^^t. country of England in keeping race- 

ficieattoall _ i • < 

t^e works of horscs, aud wagenng at races ; m 
eowitiy. keeping hounds and drinking-bouts 

o^ ^ o 
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after hunlang; in cock-matches; in seeing 
plays and operas ; in gaming with cards, 
or dice, and the like : the particulars wotdd 
arise to so yast a smn, that was but one half 
of it laid out in works of piety, there would 
quickly be no occasion for complaining, either 
that our churches want repairing or beautify* 
ing, or that the children of the poor wanted 
means for a religious education, or the like. 
How inexcusable then in the sight of God 
must all such persons be, as can concur in the 
squandering away every year so vast a sum 
only in gratifying their pleasures, and the 
mean while let works of piety (such as are in a 
principal manner the building and beautifying 
of churches, and the education of poor children) 
lie undone for want of their contributing half so 
much to them as they sp^id in their pleasures ? 
I desire the reader well to observe, that I 
do by no means go about to affirm, Amieiaid 

down for rich 

by what I say here, that a gentle- JJ^iei?;*.**^, 

■1. . . % 1 . ■•- in their contri- 

man ouffht not to please himself imtioMto 

° ^ work* of 

at all, with horse racing or huntmg, '***^* 

or any of the other diversions aforementioned. 
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They are all very innocent and allowable when 
used with due moderation, except only one; 
I mean cock-fighting, which (as an ingeniooB 
writer >» has lately observed) is no other than 
" a remnant of the barbarous customs of this 
island, and too cruel for entertainment." And 
sure I am, that whatever is barbarous and 
cruel, thereby becomes inhuman ; and what- 
ever is inhuman, is I am sure in a greater 
degree unchristian. Exceping therefore cock- 
fighting, all the rest of the recreations afore- 
mentioned may be used very innocently by 
a gentleman, if so be, he is but.^duly care- 
ful that he does not spend too much^ either 
of his money or of his time upon them. And 
in order to judge aright in this matter as 
to money, this may be taken as a rule that 
universally holds good; namely, that ''who- 
soever spends more of his money in pursuing 
his pleasures or sports than he does in per- 
il The Author of a book entitled, A Journey throygh England* 
&c. p. 93. It may be of use to observe here farther, that for 
the like reason, fencing-prises, and baiting of bulls or other 
beasts with dogs, and the like, are to be esteemed unwarrantable 
and sinAil, as I have long since taught in my Exposition on 
the Catechism of the C uiuh. 

c- o 
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{ fanning works of piety, he spends too much 
of his money in such his pleasures or sports, 
and is justly accusahle unto God as a steward 
that wastes his Master's goods." 

But now is it not to he feared, that there 
are but very few rich persons among us, 
who will be found to manage their ^"^JlJjJJg* 
stewardship as they ought, accord- do^. 
ing to this unexceptionable rule ? Is there 
not too apparent cause to fear, that the gene- 
rality of the rich spend a. much greater share 
of their riches in their mere pleasures than in 
works of piety ? 

To make the matter plain by descending to 

particulars. Let it be supposed, that the 

keeping of a pack of dogs amounts a> i» illus- 
trated bv par- 

yearly to no more than ten pounds, Ji^'*;,!";^,. 

i.«v.i«i« 1 1 aito the eX' 

which I think is as low a charge as ceiience or 

keeping a pack 

it can be rated at. Now it is noto- «"»"»"'^»- 
nous, that the generality of gentlemen of 
smaller estates will readily be at this yearly 
charge for their pleasure. But then, is it not 
as notorious that the generality of them are 
very far from being ready to give ten pounds 
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a year to works of piety ? Nay, things woulil' 
be much better than they are, if such would, 
but find in their hearts to give to works of 
piety five pounds a year, though it be but 
half so much as they lay out on one sort of 
pleasure. 

The charge of keeping a race-horse I have 
heard to be usually reckoned an hundred 
The aune for- pouuds a veaT ; and yet this is a 
theli^ttot charge which gentlemen of more 

keeping one 

race-hor.e. cousiderablc estates (suppose of one 
or two thousand pounds a year) are readily 
at for to gratify their pleasure. But then how 
many are to be found among them that give 
likewise an hundred pounds, or half, or a 
quarter so much, yearly, to works of piety ? 
. And as for persons of the largest estates, it 
is a thing not unknown for one of them to 
And Kill for- keep three, or four, or six race- 

ther, u to the *■ 

£?5fngMve- liorses, and consequently to be at 
RrlS!' the yearly charge of three, four, or 
six hundred pounds in gratifying his plea- 
sure in this one respect. But where is the 
instance to be found among these of the 
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largest estates, that in like maimer gives three, 
or four, or six hundred pounds a ye.ar to works 
.of piety ; though they may think it a piece of 
'honour and state to outdo such as are of 
smaller estates in the sums they thus spend on 
their pleasures; yet they can be very well 
content, and think it no dishonour, for them 
to be altogether on the level with those of less 
estates, as to the sums they give to pious 
works. Whereas it would be much more 
truly honourable to exceed others, as in the 
number of pounds they yearly receive in, so 
proportionably in the number of pounds they 
yearly lay out ; not in pursuing their own 
pleasures, but in promoting the glory of God, 
who hath entrusted them with such their 
riches, and consequently whose stewards they 
are, and to whom they must be strictly ac- 
countable for every penny they have laid out." 
And now we are upon this subject, it may 
Jbe of use to observe further, that supposing a 
person of a great estate that keeps Tbe >ame stiii 
three race-horses, to continue that KlShStime 

in theM ez- 

expense twenty years, the sum total p«»^»- 
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of his expenses in that space of time, at ' 
the common rate above mentioned, viz. of an 
hmidred pounds charge a year for each horse, 
will amount to no less than six thousand 
pounds. And what noble works of piety 
might be performed by such a sum ? But is 
it not to be feared, tiiat such a person upon 
inquiry will be found not to have laid out a 
tenth part of the said sum, or six hundred 
pounds, on pious uses, during the same 
time } Nay, perhaps not one single hundred 
pound, or half an hundred. And therefore 
how vastly greater must be the odds between 
the sums laid out by such a person on pious 
uses, and the sums laid out in gratifying his 
pleasure, not only with race-horses, but also 
in all other respects ? How can such a per- 
son imagine, that when he has been thus un- 
faithful in the riches of this world, God will 
commit to his trust the true riches of ever- 
lasting happiness ? Which is one of the in% 
ferences made by our blessed Saviour Himself 
from the parable of the steward that was 
I accused of wasting his lord's goods. If our 
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Saviour said in respect of the young man 
that would not sell all that he had, how hardly 
shall thev that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God ! What must such a person 
as I am here speaking of, think of his future 
estate ? How much more hardly shall h^ 
enter into the kingdom of God who will not 
lay out so much, nay, not half or a quar- 
ter so much, on works of piety, as on his 
mere pleasures ! O that rich men would be 
but prevailed upon to consider seriously what 
so nearly and deeply concerns their eternal 
^tate and condition ! 

From what has been already said, it does 
but too plainly appear, how very far short 
rich men generally fall of faithfully Rich men 
discharging that stewardship, where- *'•*" '*'***''• 
with God has entrusted them. And I am 
very sorry, there is still behind another very 
remarkable instance, which further proves the 
same. 

Tiie common method appointed by our law 
for to raise money for the repairing JSSKf 

/, 1 1 1 • ^1 • 1 i* makine church 

of churches, bemg thi^, namely, for leviei or rates. 
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I parishioners to pay thereto according to such 
a pound rate as shall be judged requisite ; 
hence, at a penny pound rate, a person of 
30/. a year, pays thirty pence, or half a 
crown ; and a person of 3000/. a year pays 
three thousand pence, or an hundred half- 
crowns, that is, 12/. I OS, Namely, as the 
greater estate is an hundred times as big as 
the less, so the person that has such a greater 
estate, is required by the law to pay an hun- 
dred times as much to the church-rate, as the 
person that has such a lesser estate. 

But now it is to be well observed, that, 
although this method is not only plain and 



Sa^nwof easy, and so most proper to be en- 

making chnrch- , , 

mire wdTj joi^^^d by thc law for common use ; 

on •mall than -i ^ i .... . ..^ 

great estate*. Dut also camcs m it an exact equality 
of proportion in respect barely to the difference 
of estates : yet after all in another respect, 
viz. as to the necessaries and conveniences of 
life, the foresaid method is not so equal, but 
bears much harder on persons of small than 
of great estates. Thirty pounds a year is but 
enough, if enough, for .to provide bare neces- 
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■ s^es, or at most bare conveniences, for a 
middling family ; and to do thas much, there 
must be joined to it the daily labour and toil 
of the possessor and his feimily, in ordering 
and making the best of such an estate. So 
that what is paid by the possessor of such a 
small estate to any rate or levy, is paid as it 
were out of his very necessaries, or at least 
out of his bare conveniences of life ; and out 
of his very labour and sweat. But now three 
thousand pounds a year are sufficient to pro- 
vide for a family, not only the conveniences, 
but also the comforts of life, in a moderate 
manner ; and to leave over and above a con- 
siderable share for other uses. So that al- 
though a person of three thousand pounds a 
year does pay three thousand pence to a 
church-rate, when a person of thirty pounds a 
year pays but thirty pence ; yet the latter may 
be truly said, according to our blessed Saviour's 
own determination, to pay more than the former. 
For the former " pays out of his abundance,"** 



a Luke xxi.1-4. 
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but the latter pays out of his penury or small 
income. 

This observation plainly teaches persons of 
great estates or rich men, how fer they ought 
Rich men *° ^® from thiukiug, that, when 
Sj^kthJtthey they have paid to the church-rate 

discharge . •' * 

bwiSy p**y?njr their levy or proportion according 

their share in 

charch-rate.. ^o thc laws of thc land, they have 
thereby fully discharged their duty as stewards, 
or contributed so much to the repairing or 
beautifying of their parish church, as their 
duty to God requires. A rich man, after that 
he has paid his levy, ought impartially to con- 
sider, how much more that abundance of 
riches wherewith God has entrusted him, will 
enable him to contribute, as a free-will offering, 
toward the repairing and beautifying his pa- 
rish church. And in stating this matter 
aright, he ought to guide himself by the rule 
above laid down, viz. that his voluntary con- 
tributions to works of piety ought always to 
be at the least equal to his expenses on his 
pleasures. And there is the more reason for the 
rich man's acting thus, because in laying a 
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levy, regard ought principally to be had to the 
real abilities of those of smaller estates. 
Whose real abilities being but small, there- 
fore it is but reasonable, that the levy or 
pound rate should be made agreeable to 
their small abilities, though it be answer- 
able, neither to the charge of the work, 
for which the levy is made, nor yet to the 
abilities of persons of much greater estates. 
I say, it is but reasonable to make levies 
in proportion to the small abilities of those of 
small estates, because to make the said levies 
above the abilities of such, would be no other 
than an act of injustice and oppression, and so 
sinful. And whereas levies thus made will 
thereby fall much below the abilities of those 
of great estates, it hence follows, that such as 
have great estates ought not to think that 
they discharge their duty by paying such 
levies, forasmuch as the said levies were not 
made as proportionable to their abilities ; but 
such rich persons ought, of their own free 
will, or though they cannot be compelled there- 
to by the laws of the land, to contribute above 

o ^o 



O H^ 

154 THE RICH man's DUTT. 

their levy so much more, as will together with 
their levy be really proportionable to their 
own abilities. 

And here J am fallen as it were unawares 
on one principal cause, that the repairing of 
One principal churchcs, as they ous^ht, comes 

canie why the 

Sardhefcome generally to be so neglected as it is ; 

to be so mach 

neglected. namcly, because it being but rea- 
sonable, that the church levies should be made 
in prpportion to the small abilities of those of 
small estates : hence the said levies will not 
raise a sum agreeable to the necessary costs of 
making the necessary repairs. And although 
the levies thus made are not answerable to, 
but below the abilities of those of great 
estates, yet such content themselves with barely 
paying their levies, and neither can be com- 
pelled by our laws, nor are induced by a sense 
of their duty to God, to contribute any more 
of their own free will. So that from hence 
it evidently appears, that the fault of our 
churches lying in so mean and ruinous a con- 
dition, does chiefly lie at the doors of the rich 
or more wealthy persons among us, even sup- 
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posing them duly to pay their shares to 
common church levies. 

But, alas ! there are not a few instances to 
be met with among persons of great estates, 
that have found out, as they may dJu'^cMJ^Sf 

_ , - - the lame, and 

thmk, a dexterous way to ease t>»e«nwwT«it. 

•' aolenett or 

themselves of paying so much as tie*il!JJ*°' 
their share of the church levy, (and UUm*, 
the same is to be understood also of the poor 
levy,) by flinging it wholly upon their tenants. 
I am not ignorant, that there are good reasons 
why the tenant should be obHged to lay down 
for his landlord such a share of the church 
levy, as arises out of the land which the said 
tenant rents ; but then I say whatever the 
tenant thus lays down, ought to be allowed 
again, or repaid him in full by his landlord. 
The reasons, which make this requisite and 
necessary in order to the landlord's faithfully dis- 
charging his stewardship to Grod, are these: — 
First, as it has been largely shewn, that it 
is the indispensable duty of every rich person 
to contribute liberally to all pious HuthSlou*' 
works, and consequently to the repairing and 
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beautifying of churches ; so it thence follows^ 
that no rich man ought to do any thing, that 
plainly tends to the hinderance of any pious 
work, particularly of repairing and beautifying 
churches. But now for a landlord to fling the 
payment of the church levy wholly upon his 
tenant, without allowing again or repaying the 
tenant what he so disburses, does plainly tend 
to the hinderance of repairing and beautifying 
churches : for the tenant by the meanness of 
his circumstances will be induced, either wholly 
to neglect repairing his church, or else to get 
the church rate to be made so low as shall be 
answerable to his own circumstances, not to 
the abilities of his landlord, or to the costs 
and charges of the necessary and due repairs. 
Whereas was the tenant to be repaid by his 
landlord, what he lays down to church levies, 
he would then be under no such temptations, 
as thus manifestly tend to the dishonour of 
God by dishonouring His houses or churches. 
Secondly, if it be supposed that the tenant 
cannot get his aim, but the church-rate is 

The second i • i . .1 

teuon there- made SO high, as to answer the 
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costs of the requisite repairs ; why, then the 
share of the church-rate that arises from the 
lands held hy the said tenant, though it he 
no more than what the landlord can very well 
pay, yet may be too heavy a burden for the 
tenant to pay, without being repaid by his 
landlord. And thus the landlord becomes guilty 
of downright oppression toward his tenant. 

To make this matter clear by being more 
particular. Suppose the repairs of a church 
to require a church levy to be made iHSt'SSd. 
at the rate of two-pence in the pound, and a 
tenant to rent a farm of three score pounds a 
year in the parish. According to this rate, 
the share to be paid out of the said farm will 
be three score two-pences, that is, just ten 
shillings. Now though ten shillings is no 
more than a trifle, or an inconsiderable sum to 
the landlord, who has four or five hundred, or 
perhaps a thousand or two thousand pounds a 
year, yet it is a great deal for a renter of three 
score pounds a year to pay out of his own 
pocket, and more than he can well bear. For 
out of such a farm, it cannot bo reasonably 
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supposed tkat the tenant with his utmost oare 
and labour can raise much above twenty 
pounds (besides the rent) for his own main- 
tenance. But twenty or thirty pounds are but 
enough to find a family of five or six persons, 
with the bare necessaries, or at most the bare 
conveniences of Hfe. So that ten shillings 
must be a great deal for such a tenant to pay 
to the church levy at one time ; especially 
considering that it is not to be doubted, but 
that the landlord does likewise lay upon him 
the payment of thft poors* levy, and all other 
parish levies. 

Thirdly and lastly, the unreasonableness 
and sinfulness of this practice of landlords 
Slfo?rteSS^ will appear still greater, by consi- 

fdlness of the . 

''°"tiS* dering that, whereas God reqmres 
of the landlord out of his abundance to con- 
tribute liberally to the repairing and beauti- 
fying His churches, and to all other good 
works; by the forementioned practice, the 
landlord comes off as it were dexterously, re- 
ceiving all his rent, and not paying one 
farthing out of it, toward repairing church or 
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any other work of piety ; thus at the same 
time tricking as it were his God, and op- 
pressing his neighbour or tenant. God most 
justly requires of the landlord out of his 
abimdance to contribute liberally to pious 
works ; the landlord pretends to obey God 
herein, by most unjustly making his tenant 
out of his penury to contribute in his stead. 

Will it be said, that landlords allow their 
tenants what they lay out toward church levies 
or the like by letting them their An^dmoni- 
lands at so much lower rent. This »uKni*»te the 

Bin by au un- 

is indeed easily said ; but 1 humbly *^^' 
and earnestly desire him that says it, to be 
very careful that the devil does not prevail 
upon him, only to add sin to sin, while he en- 
deavours to excuse his forementioned crime of 
tricking as it were Grod, by foolishly thinking 
to deceive God by an untruth. 

Howsoever, suppose for once the case to be 
so, yet the landlord must know that he is far 
from discharging hereby the duty he The excase, 
owes to God as his steward, unless f?,fe,>Su 
1 he further takes special and effectual «^*°»- 
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care, that the tenant does fedthfully lay out 
what is thus allowed in his rent, on repairing 
and beautifying his parish church. I desire 
such a landlord to consider, whether supposing 
he had ordered his steward to take care that 
his house be kept in decent and beautiful re- 
pair ; upon his finding his house took no care 
of, but let run quite out of repair, he would take 
this as a sufficient answer from his steward 
that he . had allowed such and such of his 
(lordships or worships) tenants so much out 
of their yearly rent in order to keep the said 
house in repair. Would a landlord take this 
as a satisfactory answer from his steward in 
this case ? Would he not rather give the 
said steward to understand, that he his master 
entrusted him with the said care, and did not 
authorize him to entrust others therewith; 
and therefore that he could not but look upon 
and deal with him as an unfaithful steward in 
the matter ? And is not the case exactly 
parallel between God and such a landlord, as 
leaves His tenants to look and see that the 
house of God does not want repair ? When 
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such a landlord comes to stand before the 
throne of God, and to give up his accounts as 
a steward of the great riches God entrusted 
him with, can he possibly imagine that, when 
he shall be examined as to the care he took of 
God*s house, or of His church, and as to the 
sums he laid out in keeping it in decent and 
beautiful repair, that it will be taken as a 
satisfactory answer that he allowed his tenants 
so much out of their yearly rent toward re- 
pairing it, and left the care of it to them? 
Shall not Grod most justly pass sentence against 
such a landlord, as an unfedthful steward to Him ? 
inasmuch as the trust which God reposed in him 
he unwarrantably put off to others^ and that 
without taking any care that they answered 
or fulfilled the end of the said trust. 

But after aD, since the sum requisite to the 
repairing and beautifying of churches must 
vary according to the variety of cir- The be«t way 

•^ " 'for landlords 

cumstances, I do not see how a Ihe1i'di"!5 

God in this 

landlord can be said to allow his »»»»«• 
tenant out of his rent, toward discharging the 
duty incumbent on the landlord for the keeping 
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churclies in decent and beautiful repair. At 
least I think it is evident from such variety "of 
circumstances, that it must needs be much the 
best way, in order to a faithful discharge of 
this his duty, for every landlord to article with 
his tenants, to repay or allow them again out 
of their rent, whatsoever shall be found re- 
quisite to contribute toward repairing or beauti- 
fyingtheir parish church. For, as by this method 
the tenants will have no temptation on the one 
hand, to neglect repairing their church, and beau- 
tifying it as it ought ; so on the other hand the 
landlord has ways enough to keep his tenants so 
much under his awe, as to restrain them from 
being foolishly extravagant, or squandering 
away his money without occasion; not to 
add, that this is not likely to happen, on ac- 
count of some persons of smaller estates being 
concerned in this matter in most parishes. 

It remains to be observed under this head 
of stewardship, wherewith God entrusts rich 

An obser- ^ i ^ • <• t_ 

▼ationinre- pcrsous, that if any one, because 
»SS! wuh^wl out of a base covetous temper he is 

lation to the 

SSted'Jf 80 far from spending any thing 

o — o 



o 

THB RICH man's DUTY. 163 

on his pleasures or on superfluities, that he 
does not allow himself what is fitting; if 
any one, I say, shall on this account imagine 
that he is excused from laying out any more 
oh pious works, than he does on himself, he 
must know that he is herein greatly and fa- 
tally mistaken. His covdiousness toward him- 
self is a very great sin ; and much more sinful 
is his covetousness, when it makes him un- 
willing to contribute according to his real 
abihty to the promoting of God's glory and 
honour ; and on the contrary, to set up his 
gold for his god, and so to become guilty of 
another of the greatest sins, viz. idolatry. 

I shall close this head with that excellent 
thanksgiving and prayer of king David re- 
corded in I Chron. xxix. lo — 19, D»vid's 
" Blessed be Thou, O Lord God of !^'!3: 

markRble to 

Israel our Father, for ever and ever. *"■ purpotc. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty : 
for all that is in the heaven and in the earth 
is Thine ; Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
Thou art exalted as Head above all. Both 
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riches and honour come of Thee, and Thou 
reignest over all, and in Thy hand is power 
and might: and in Thy hand it is to make 
great, and to give strength unto all. Now, 
therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise 
Thy glorious name. But who am I, and what 
is my people, that we should he ahle to offer 
so willingly after this sort ? For all things 
come of Thee, and of Thine own have we 
given Thee. For we are strangers before 
Thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers. 
Our days on the earth are as a shadow, and 
there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all 
this store, that we have prepared to build Thee 
an house for Thy holy name, comes of Thy 
hand, and is all Thine own. I know also, my 
God, that Thou triest the heart* and hast 
pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the 
uprightness of my heart, I have willingly 
offered all these things. And now have I 
seen with joy Thy people which are present 
here, to offer willingly unto Thee. O Lord 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel our fathers, 
keep this for ever in the imagination of the 
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thoughts of the heart of Thy people, and sta- 
blish their heart unto Thee. And give unto 
Solomon my son a perfect heart to keep Thy 
commandments. Thy testimonies, and Thy sta- 
tutes, and to do all these things, and to build the 
palace, for the which I have made provision." 

Here we plainly see how king David, that 
man after God's own heart, was influenced to 
offer willingly or contribute liberally JJ5^JJ*;^„ 
to the building of God's house, by o^s^cri^nlK! 
these considerations, namely, that riches come 
of God; that it is in God's hand to make 
great, or one rich above another ; that it was 
God that made him and his people able to 
offer so willingly, or contribute so largely ; 
that all things come of God, and consequently 
all that store, which they had prepared to build 
Grod an house, came of His hand, and was all 
His own : as also, that they were strangers 
and sojourners here in this world ; that their 
days on the earth were as a shadow, and there 
is no abiding or long continuance here. And 
what is all this, in short> but to say, that 
David and his people were influenced to con- 
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tribute so liberally to tbe building of God's 
house, by considering that they were no other 
than stewards of those riches they had in their 
possession ; and that after a short life here, 
they should be called to give a strict account, 
how they had managed their stewardship, 
while they were entrusted with it. And would 
but great men nowadays be persuaded to follow 
David's example^ in weighing the foremen- 
tioned considerations in the uprightness of 
their hearts, they would be influenced thereby 
to follow likewise David's example in willingly 
offering or largely contributing to the building 
of churches. And they would not stop here, 
but go further still, and, hke holy David, make 
it their humble and earnest request to God, 
that He would keep this sense of their duty 
for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of 
the hearts of their children, ^nd would give 
their children a perfect heart to keep His com- 
mandments and testimonies and statutes^ and 
as a branch thereof, according to their ability, 
either to build or contribute to the building of 
churches, and that in such a manner as that 
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they might be palaces, or so decent and stately 
and beautiful buildings, as to be somewhat 
suitable to the dignity of the Divine Majesty, 
to Whose service they are consiscrated or set 
apart. And thus I have very largely laid 
before the reader, the great and indispensaole 
duty of contributing hberally, according to 
one's ability, to the building, repairing, and 
adorning or beautifying churches. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Wherein are contained temporal motwee to the practice of this 

duty } particularly as being a proper means to obtain 

the continuance and prosperity of families. 

T COME now, in the last place, to lay before 
-*- the reader the great and most weighty 
motives to this duty, either by way *JJ*\iJJS}** 
of encouragement to and reward for twJfowr"* 
the conscientious practice thereof, or by way of 
discouragement to and punishment for the 
neglect thereof. And these motives relate 
both to this life and the life to come. 



o 



o 



o o 

168 THB RICB man's DUTY. 

It is too sadly apparent, how little the 
generality of men is influenced by the rewards 
Jt\S^^ or punishments of the life to come, 

wants not 

mSfyS? whiJe they are too apt to conceive of 
them, as things at a far greater distance than 
really they are. So that did the motives to 
this duty relate only to the life to come, they 
would be of no great weight with the less 
considerate, which make the greatest part of 
mankind. But it is very remarkable, that the 
practice of this duty is set forth in Scripture 
as attended with great advantages even of this 
present life by way of reward ; and on the 
other hand, the n^ect of this duty is set 
forth in Scripture, as attended with great dis- 
advantages even of this present hfe by way of 
punishment. 

God's dealing with king David may serve 
for a signal instance of the temporal reward 
At mar be in. that attcnds the practice of this 

ferred from 

S'DivTd^'Slit duty. Because David had it sin- 
iJTSKSf for ccrely in his heart to build an house 
•n'oTthSSi. to God, therefore by way of reward 
God promises David to build him an house^ 
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that is, to establish the throne or kingdom in 
his house or &mily for ever. And since we 
are assured again and again in Scripture, that 
** Grod is no respecter of persons," may we 
not reasonably infer from Grod's thus dealing 
with David, that whosoever out of a like zeal 
for God's honour shall build, or contribute 
liberally according to his abiUty, to the 
building of a church, he shall in a hke manner 
be rewarded by God for such his zeal and 
piety? namely, that God shall likewise build 
him an house, that is, make his family to con- 
tinue and prosper through future generations. 
Which, as it is a great temporal blessing, a 
blessing in a more peculiar manner desired by 
great persons ; so the Holy Spirit of God has 
as it were pointed out unto great persons by 
the instance of David, what means are more 
peculiarly to be made use of in order to attain 
this blessing so much desired by them : 
namely, if they would have God to build them 
an house, that is, to continue and prosper 
their families through future generations, then 
they must be carefiil to contribute to (all I 
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works of piety^ but in a more peculiar manner 
to) the building, repairing, and adorning God's 
houses or churches. 

And, as God does thus suit His rewards to 
the nature of the good works done by men, 
and consequently does reward their piety in 
building, repairing, and adorning His houses 
w«y°J?pun/ or churches, by building, i. e. con- 

iahmeutfor . . . -i • i 

the !Jfi*dity! tinmng and prospenng their houses 
or families through future ages : so on the 
other hand it is reasonable to infer, and it is 
plain from several instances in Scripture, that 
God does likewise suit His punishments to the 
nature of the bad works done by men ; and 
consequently does punish their impiety in not 
contributing liberally to the building, repairing, 
and adorning His houses or churches, but 
letting them lie in a mean or ruinous con- 
dition, by His not continuing and prospering 
their families through future ages, but letting 
them sink and come to a mean condition, or 
else to be quite extinct. 

And hence also by the way appears, what a 
very improper method such persons take, as 
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think to contribute to the fature greatness 
of their families, by refusing or neglecting 
to contribute to the building and Tht,,^^^ 
beautifying of churches, that they mooirtai^T' 

•^ "^ "7 rich men 

may lay up the more for their heirs the^'^uJew 

of their 

and posterity. Whereas this is the «^"»«»- 
ready way to bring down the curse of God, 
not only upon what is thus impiously withheld 
from God, but on the whole estates of such 
persons. For thus we may remember that 
God dealt with the Jews after their return 
from the Babylonish captivity, for their neg- 
lecting the building of the second temple. 
" Ye looked for much, but Ip it came to little ; 
and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon 
it: Why, says the Lord of Hosts? Because 
of My house that is waste. Therefore the 
heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the 
earth is stayed from her fruit, &c."° And, 
ver. 6, it is particularly said, that, as a punish, 
ment for the same crime, ''he that earns 
wages, earns wages to put it into a bag with 
holes," intimating that all that they got by 

n Hagg. i. 9, lo, 
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their labour in other matters, while they neg- 
lected to labour in the building of Grod's 
house, came to nothing, was of no advantage 
to them, but was like unto money put into a 
bag with holes, which slipt out at the said 
holes, as fast as it was put into the bag. And 
in like manner may it be reasonably supposed, 
that all which ought to be contributed by rich 
persons to llie building and beautifying of 
churches, and is withheld by them in order to 
leave the greater riches to their posterity, shall 
be as money put into a bag with holes, that 
is, shall be of no real or long use for the 
upholding the greatness of their families. 
Whereas on the other hand, as God declared 
to the Jews upon their having finished the 
second temple, that " from that day He would 
bless them ;"o so it may be thence reasonably 
inferred, that God will in Hke manner bless such 
persons, as liberally contribute to the building 
and beautifying His churches, namely, with the 
temporal blessings of plenty and prosperity. 
Nay, so acceptable in the sight of God is a 

.0 Hagg. ii. 19. 
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true and great zeal for His church and service* 
that we find David desiring God to " remem* 
ber, how he swear unto the Lord, oJSfSireh- 
and vowed a vow unto the mighty F^-^V 

O / dace God to 

God of Jacob, that surely he would k^u,*^u 

•vpean from 

not come into the tabemade of his o'SSS^ 
house, nor go up into his bed — ^until he had 
found a place for the Lord, an habitation for 
the mighty God of Jacob."P We find, I say, 
David thus making use of his great zeal for to 
provide a proper place for the public service of 
Grod, as a strong motive to induce Grod to 
grant such requests, temporal lis well as spirit- 
ual, as he had then occasion to make unto 
Him. And is not this a great encouragement 
for others to imitate David's zeal for the place 
of God's service ? since they are taught by 
his example, that they likewise may make use 
of such their zeal, as a strong motive to 
induce God to grant them such requests, as 
they shall have need to make unto Him, tem- 
poral as well as spiritual. 

Agreeably hereto we find Nehemiah, after 

p ftalm cxzxii. z-j. 
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the forementioned example of David, making 
use of the good deeds that he had done for 
And aiao from the house of his God, as a strong 

the example ^ 

of Nehemiah. motive to induce God to be gracious 
unto him, in all respects, temporal as well as 
spiritual. For thus we find him speaking, 
Nehem. xiii. 14; "Remember me, O my 
God, concerning this, and wipe not out my 
good deeds that I have done for the house of 
my God, and for the offices thereof." I 



CHAPTER XV. 

Wherein are further contained temporal motives to the practice 
of this duty, particularly as to obtaining the 
recovery of sick persons. 

COMB we next to consider our blessed 
Saviour's dealing with the centurion, 
J?5iKt?* which is another pregnant instance 
j^p^mj- of the temporal blessings that attend 
ri^e?/^' the practice of the duty I am 
cenSrlJJ.* spcsking of. Because the cen- 
turion had built a synagogue or place for the 
public worship of God, therefore our blessed 

o— ^ -. -^ ■ ■ o 
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Saviour, as well as the elders of the Jews, 
jadged him worthy for to have his servant 
healed, who was dear unto him, and was sick 
and ready to die. And can any one seriously 
consider this instance, and not be thereby rea- 
sonably encouraged to expect the like temporal 
blessing from God, upon his shewing the like 
pious zeal for the churches of Grod, in building, 
or liberally contributing to the building, re- 
pairing, or adorning them, as occasion requires? 
What temporal blessing is thfere, that great 
persons more frequently and earnestly desire, 
than the recovery of some person, who is dear 
unto them, and sick and ready to die, 
especially of an only son and heir, or the like? 
and has not God of His goodness as it were 
pointed out unto great and rich persons by this 
instance, what means are to be in a special 
manner taken by them, in order to induce God 
to grant their requests in such cases ? namely, 
by shewing their true and great zeal for 
God's glory and honour, by imitating the 
centurion's example in building or liberally 
contributing to the building or beautifying of 

o ■■ -o 
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the churches of Grod. When they thus deal 
as the pious centurion did, with God, then 
they may reasonably expect, that God will 
deal with them, as He did with the centurion. 
Nay, I shall take this opportunity to ob- 
serve, that would but great persons, when 

Amottef- ^^y ^v® *^y o^® sick and ready to 
thodforrieb die that is dear unto them, then so- 

penont to oo- 

T^?AhSr' lemnly and sincerely vow unto God 

sick relations 

or friends. ^^^ ^gy would, accordiug to their 
respective abihty, either build a church where 
one is wanting, or repair and adorn one which 
stands in need thereof, if so be God would be 
pleased to spare the life of the sick person, and to 
restore him to his health and strength : would, 
I say, great persons but do this, it might be a 
much more effectual means to procure the re- 
covery and health of the person so dear unto 
them, than calling in the help of five or six 
physicians, and filling their hands every day, 

or several times in a day, with large fees. 

• 

Not that I would have the physican wholly laid 
aside, '' for the Lord has created him," as the 
son of Sirach expresses it, Ecclus. xxxviii. i. 

o o 
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And the direction of this pious Jew in the 
same text is very good : " Honour a physician 
with the honour due unto him, for the uses 
which you may have of him." But then care 
is to be taken that we truly follow this di- 
rection, in '* honouring the physician" only 
"with the honour due unto him," and not with 
greater honour. We are to be careful, so to 
** honour the physician," as those that know 
with the same wise son of Sirach, that "of 
the Most High cometh healing," > not of the 
physician any otherwise, than he is the instru^ 
ment of the Most High. If therefore great 
persons think it proper to be liberal in their 
fees to the physician, who is but God's in- 
strument ; how much more liberal ought they 
to be in their o£Penngs unto God Himself, 
Who is the Author and Giver of life and 
healtii to every one ? The subject I am got 
upon requires a distinct discourse as to its 
copiousness, and deserves one as to its great 
importance. And therefore I shall say no 
more of it here, but that the Holy Scriptures 

a Ecchu. xxzTiii. a. 
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have eeveral remarkable instances of the pre- 
valency of vows with God, which surely were 
not written to no purpose, but for our instruc- 
tion; namely, to instruct us to make use of 
the same means to obtain God's special favour 
and assistance^ or blessing, in special or great 
emergencies. And it is also evident from 
some, if not all, of the said instances, that 
what is vowed and offered to the building or 
beautifying of the places of God's worship, or 
the like, is looked upon by God as offered to 
Himself. 



i 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Wherein is obterved, that the pracOee af thU duty it a good 
mearu to obtain ang temporal blening whatever, 

rpO what has been already said concerning 
-*- the motives to the duty here treated of. 
That the prae- thcrc may be still added that decla- 

ticeofthis /• r^ 1 • a 

dtttyi«eiicoa. ratiou of God m i Sam. u. ^o, 

raged hj tern- *^ 

fSJthe?*""' "Them that honour Me I wiU 

•hfiwn from 

I Sam. ii. so. honour, and they that despise Me 

-o 
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shall be Hghtly esteemed." For that this was 
spoken in reference to temporal honour or 
contempt, is evident from the occasion of its 
being spoken. And since he that builds or 
adorns, or contributes liberally to the building 
or adorning of God's churches, does thereby 
honour Gfod in a signal manner ; he is by this 
declaration entitled to depend on God's fide- 
lity, that God will likewise honour him, or 
make him honourable, even in this world. 
And on the other hand, since he that can 
be content to let God's churches lie in a mean 
or ruinous condition, without contributing any 
thing, or according to his real ability, to the 
repairing and adorning them, does thereby de- 
spise God in a signal manner; he has cause 
on account of the forementioned declaration, 
to expect that God will make him likewise 
" to be lightly esteemed" even in this world. 

Besides, it is observable that this declaration 
is expressed in general, without any limitation 
of the honour wherewith God will iiie generality 

of the tempo- 
honour them that honour Him, to thii"«^."*° 

any one sort ; and likewise without any limit- 
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ation of the manner whereby God will make 
him to be *' lightly esteemed" that deepiaea 
God, Whence it follows, that " he that ho- 
nours God," is hereby entitled to any of those 
temporal blessings which tend to roakoi him 
honourable in this world, and which God 
shall see fit or expedient for him ; and on tibe 
other hand> " he that despises God»" has here- 
by reason to fear any of those temporal cala- 
mities which tend to make a man "lightly 
esteemed" in this world. 

And thus I have laid before my reader the 
great even temporal motives which God has 
ThacioMof vouchsafed to give ua in His Holy 

the temporal r^ • . '^i t <• 

motive" to tke ScHpturcs, cithcr by way of encou- 
thisduty. ragement to and reward for the 
practice of the duty I am speaking of, or by 
way of discouragement to and punishment for 
the neglect of the said duty. And I have 
been the more particular in this point, because 
men are generally apt to be most moved or 
influenced by temporal considerations, or such 
as relate to this present life. 

-o 




CHAPTER XVII. 

Wherein thepracHee of this dutp is eftforeed by aphiituU 
motivea, and euch as relate to eternal happiness, 

k S for such as are so happy as to be go- 
-^ vemed not by sense but by reason, and 
consequently to give due weight to JJ^j^f J^JJ» 
the considerations of the life to I'^tSLt^ 

eternal mo- 

come, there are still infinitely greater SJ'itSi* '*** 
motives to encourage them to the «7^i9. 
practice, and to discourage them from the 
neglect of the said duty. For in the same 
place (viz. i Tim. vi. 17—19) that St. Paul 
directs Timothy to " charge them that are 
rich in this world that they do good, that 
they be rich in good works/' &c., he adds 
this motive thereto, that hereby they '* lay up 
in store for themselves a good foimdation 
against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal hfe." And as it has been 
observed in chap. iii. of this discourse, that 
this charge does necessarily, and in a princi- 

o o 
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pal maimer, imply the duty of contributing 
liberally to the building and beautifying of 
churches, so it follows that the practice of the 
said duty is a principal means to '' lay up in 
store for ourselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that we may lay hold on 
eternal life;" and consequently that^ on the 
other hand, the neglect of this duty is a prin- 
cipal means to hinder us from " laying up in 
store a good foundation against the time to 
come," and to debar us from " laying hold on 
eternal life." 

It is likewise to be well remembered by us, 
that it is the advice of our blessed Lord in the 
Asauofirom closc or application of the parable 

our Skvionr's * * * 

fffpSiiSSSf of the unjust steward, Luke xvi. 9, 

the nnjast 

steward. ^q^ ^hat " we make to ourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness;" 
that is, so use the riches of this world, which 
men are generally apt to use to unrighteous 
purposes, and which at best are in themselves 
deceitful or only transitory; " that when we 
fail," or come to die, *fthey may receive us 
into everlasting habitations : V that is, the good | 

V^ " '■ ■ ' I. ii«. II ■ I I ■ I ■■ II- I QJ 
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and pious use of our riches here may be one 
great motive to induce God to receive us into 
everlasting happiness. It is also to be well 
remembered by us on the other hand/ that our 
blessed Saviour has forewarned us, that "if 
we be not Mthful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon/' i. e. if we make not a right and pious 
use of the riches of this world, ** who will/' i. e. 
God most certainly will not " commit to our 
trust the true (because certain and eternal) 
riches " of the world to come ? Where we 
plainly see, that the good or bad use of our 
riches here is declared by our blessed Saviour 
to be a considerable means towards our everlast- 
ing happiness or misery in the life to come. 

In like manner that declaration of . Grod in 
I Sam. ii. 30, " Them that honour Me I wiU 
honour, and they that despise Me f8i?.T.so. 
shall be lightiy esteemed," though it was 
spoken in reference to temporal honour and 
contempt more immediately, yet is to be un- 
derstood to hold good likewise as to eternal 
honour and contempt in the world to come. 
And also that, promise of God to -David of 

o 
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« building him a& house" by way oi reward 
for David's zeal to " build an house to God," 
although it did denote God's purpose to con- 
tinue and establish the temporal kingdom of 
Judah in the family of David, yet seems prin- 
cipaUy to denote God's purpose to continue 
and establish a much greater and nobler 
kingdom, namdy, the spiritual kingdom of 
the whole world, in Christ the offspring of 
David. 

Indeed, if relieying the temporal wants of 
the poor, as feeding the hungry, clothing the 
The Mmefnr. naked, aod the like, be special means 

ther Inferred ' » r 

^Mrfre. of our obtaining an happy sentence 
at the day of judgment, as we find it is Matt. 
XXV. 34, 35, &c. ; then by analogy of reason, 
much more shall avail at that day the relieving 
of the spiritual wants of the poor, and not 
only of them, but of many others also, who, 
though they labour not under temporal po- 
verty, yet labour under spiritual poverty, or a 
want of spiritual knowledge and instruction. 
And on the other hand, if not relieving the 
temporal wants of the poor be (as appears from 

o o 
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Matt. xxY. 41, 42, &c.) a special means to 
render us liable to the most unhappy sentence 
of condemnation at the last day ; then, by 
analogy of reason, much more liable to con- 
demnation shall such become, as refuse to 
relieve the spiritual wants, not only of the 
poor, but of many others also. But now to 
contribute to the building and repairing of 
churches, is one principal way to contribute 
towards the relieving of men's spiritual wants ; 
and the neglect of the former is a neglect of 
the latter. 

To conclude ; If because the '* young man 
would' not sell all that he had, and give to the 
poor," our Saviour said, "How hardly And ijjjjj^ 
eiaHl they that have riches enter 'm^u'S!'^ 
into the kingdom of God!" ^ what then shall 
our Saviour say at the last day to such as refuse 
to contribute only a suitable part of what they 
have toward the relieving the spiritual wants 
of the poor and of others also, by building or 
rebuilding churches? How much more hardly 
shall such enter into the kingdom of God ? 

b Mark x. 31—33. 
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And on the other hand, smce our Saviour 
has plainly informed us, that " in His Father's 
And on the house are many mansions/'^ i. e. 

other from , 

johnxiY.i. in heaven are many and different 
degrees of happiness and glory, which are 
thus differenced or distinguished in order to 
be bestowed on saints, according to their dif- 
ferent degrees of piety in this world ; hence it 
may be reasonably inferred, that those who 
have shewed their piety, as in other respects, 
so particularly in their concern and zeal that 
God should have such mansions or churches 
here on earth, as are somewhat suitable to the 
dignity of His Divine Majesty, shall have such 
their piety suitably rewarded by God, in be- 
stowing on them some of the chief mansions 
in heaven, that is, some of the highest degrees 
of happiuess and glory in the world to come. 
Whence it appears that the duty here treated 
of hath the most considerable motives, both 
spiritual and temporal^ to encourage or enforce 
the practice of it. 

c John ziv. a. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Wherein some pretences (not be/ore taken notice of) for not 

praetielng the duty here treated of, are largely considered 

andfuUp answered; particularly that common 

objection of briefs being farmed. 

"D ESIDES the pretences already answered in 
■^ their proper places, there remain one or 
two more to be stiU taken notice of ^^g?,?SUiB 
in this place, and to be laid open as nouce of. 
to their weakness or insufficiency to excuse 
persons from contributing, and that liberally, 
to the building and beautifying of churches. 

One of these pretences is this^ that the briefs 
are tinned; and therefore to give to such I 
briefs is only to give to the farmers SS^c^?* 
of them, and not to the churches for which 
the briefs are intended. 

Now this being a pretence generally made 
use of, I shall therefore give it a fall consider- 
ation. And to this end I shall do, '^^^^'^^ 
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what . otherwise need. not be done, namely, I 
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shall suppose that this pretence is grounded 
on real matter of fact ; or that it is true, that 
briefs for churches are thus farmed. 

This then being supposed, I say, that al- 
though it is a good reason why we should not 
MO ETSlr** 8^^® liberally to such briefis, yet it is 

gMur liber* « ^ i ^ i • 

iur to brief!, uo good rcasou why we should give 
nothing to them. That it is a good reason 
why we should not give liberally to them is 
obvious to any one that considers, that it is 
reasonably to be supposed, that such as adven- 
ture to farm the said briefs are persons who 
have had some experience to what sum the 
contributions to briefs usually arise according 
to the common way of giving thereto, which is 
too well known to be not at a liberal, but at a 
low or small rate ; and therefore to be sure 
such farmers wUl make their bargain so, as 
that they shall be somewhat gainers at the 
common or low rate of contributing to briefs. 
On which account it comes to pass, that for 
a man to give above the common rate is 
indeed only to give so much more to the 
said farmers; it is only to raise their ad- 

o o 
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Tantage so much higher, not to raise the sums 
to be laid out on the churches themselves. So 
that supposing briefis to be fJEumed, it evidently 
appears from what has been said, that it is a 
good reason why one should not give liberally 
to them^ 

However, it is no good reason why one 
should 'give nothing thereto. For it is not to 
be denied but that the farmers of But do good 

KMon why 

briefs are obliged by their bargain ^'aSthiBg. 
to pay some considerable siun to the church 
for which the brief is granted, and therefore it 
is but reasonable that they should be repaid 
the said sum. Again, it is undeniable that the 
fEurmers must be at some considerable charge 
or expense in gathering in the contributions 
to the briefis ; and therefore it is but reason- 
able that they should also be repaid what they 
are out of pocket by such charges or expenses. 
Lastly, it is undeniably reasonable that such 
formers, besides the sum they are obliged to 
pay to the church, and besides the charges 
that they are necessarily at in gathering in the 
contributions to briefs, should have a due 
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recompense for their pains and trouble. Since 
then it cannot be denied but the three fore- 
mentioned particulars are most reasonable in 
themselves, how unreasonable must all such 
be as act directly contrary to the reasonable- 
ness of the said three particulars, by giving 
nothing to briefs ? For hereby they unreason- 
ably refuse to contribute towards the repaying 
of such feurmers what they have actually laid 
out of their pockets, and also towards making 
them any recompense for their pains and 
trouble. And thus it manifestly appears, be- 
yond any just exception, that even supposing 
brie£9 to be feurmed, yet this cannot amount to 
so much as a pretence for giving nothing to 
such briefs^ which yet is the case of many 
persons of distinction and wealth. 

I proceed next to observe, that although 
the farming of briefs is a good reason why we 
Betidei^oM should uot ffivc liberally to such 

may give ^ •' 

IhuchMhi briefs, as has been afore shewed; 

•oehawmyM 

JintaJJthi'i y^* ^* ^^ ^^ good reason why we 
wS^*^ should not give Hberally to the 
churches themselves, for which the briefs are 

o o 



Q _ O 

THE RICH man's DUTY. 191 

granted. For although iny contribution to a 
church cannot be legally demanded or aaked 
but by a brief or the like, yet I am left to my 
liberty to contribute to the church by any 
other way as I have a mind ; and consequently 
by such a way as that my liberality shall not 
be lost or be of no use to the church, in serving 
only to raise the advantage of the fiarmers of 
the said brief, but shall be wholly applied to 
I the use or benefit of the church itself, without 
the farmers of the brief receiving any advan- 
tage thereby. 

To make the matter as plain as possible. 
Suppose, for instance, I certainly know that a 
brief is farmed. Notwithstanding SliS!"" 
this, I should think it most reasonable, and 
therefore my bounden duty, to contribute to 
the said brief according to the common rate 
of contributing thereto ; and this I should do 
because I should think it most reasonable (as 
hath been above observed) that the farmers 
of the brief should be repaid the sum they 
obliged themselves to pay to the church for 
•^hich the brief was granted; and also the 

Q 
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charges they are at in gathering up the cool- 
tribntions to the said brief; and should ftoT" 
ther have a due recompense for their owa 
pains and trouble in the matter. Having on 
these considerations given, to the brief what was 
reasonable on the f orementioned consid^utiods ; 
I should further seriously consider with mys^ 
whether my ability did not enable me to give 
more to the church for which the brief was 
granted, than I had already given to the brief. 
And upon finding it did so enable me, I should 
look on it as my bounden duty to give more 
to the said church in proportion to my real 
ability. Hereupon I ^ould acquaint the mi- 
nister and churchwardens, or some other of 
the trustees concerned in the said brief, that I 
desired to know what ihe sum arising by 
means of the brief would reach to do. vAnd 
finding upon the information received, that 
any thing still remained to be done, either 
in respect of the more necessary repairs, or 
in respect of beautifying and adorning the 
church, I should think myself obliged, besides 
what I had afore given to the brief, to give a 

o 
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much more as my real ability would enable me 
toward completing what remained still to be 
done, by putting it into the hands of the 
minister or churchwardens, or some other 
trustee for the said purpose ; by which method 
my liberality would be applied wholly to the 
use of the church, and would by no means 
serve only to raise the gain of the farmers of 
the said brief. Whence it manifestly appears, 
that supposing a brief to be farmed^ yet this is 
no good reason why we should not, or (which 
comes to the same) is no hinderance but that 
we may shew our hberality toward the re- 
building or beautifying of the church, for 
which the brief is granted. 

Having thus shewn that supposing it to be 
true that a brief is farmed, yet it is no good 
reason for giving nothing, or not Thu pretence 

- - pounded only 

giving liberally, to the church for l^j^^'^^ou, 
which the brief is granted; I pro- 
ceed now, in the last place, to shew further 
the egregious weakness of the pretence we 
are speaking of. by observing that the very 
foundation on which the pretence is built is 

o — o 
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altogether false, or at least sach as is not 
known to be true by those that make use of 
this pretence. For I would ask such an one 
as pretends for a reason of his giving nothing, 
or not liberally, that the brief (to which he is \ 
desired to give) is farmed, how he comes to 
know so much ? Whether he has sent to the 
minister or churchwardens of the church, or 
any other concerned in trust for the brief, for 
information in this matter? or whether it is 
only his bare and groundless suspicion ? I 
dare say, that upon trial it will be found that 
not one of those who make use of this pre- 
tence go upon any better grounds than that of 
a bare and groundless suspicion. But now 
what is this but merely to fancy that to be 
true which we would have true, and then 
upon such a groundless fancy to go about to 
excuse ourselves from discharging a most im- 
portant and necessary duty ? O that rich 
persons wpuld but be prevailed upon hereby to 
be so wise, so really true to their own interest, 
as duly to consider, that although, through 
the corruption of their own nature and the 

o o 
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fflibtlety of the devil they may easily thus 
deceive themselves, yet it is altogether im- 
possible for them to deceive Grod, by making 
use of such a groundless pretence for not dis- 
charging a duty so highly tending to the 
honour and glory of God. 

Having so largely shewn the great weakness 
of the pretence already mentioned, I need not 
insist so Ions: on the others which other pre. 

" tences ex- 

remain to be here taken notice of; ^;^'^*"^ 
forasmuch as they may be answered, or the 
weakness thereof may be shewed* after the 
same manner as the weakness of the former 
has been laid open. 

The other pretences, then, made use of for to 
excuse giving to briefs for churches, are, either 
that briefs do encourage parishioners JJJ'**^*' 
to let their churches run to ruin, without 
laying out any money themselves to keep 
them in repair, in hopes of getting at last 
briefs for them ; or else, that the costs and 
charges of repairing churches are much over- 
reckoned in briefs; or, lastly, that the money 
given to briefs is not laid out to the designed 
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use, but a great deal of it mispent and squan- 
dered other ways. 

Now supposing these particulars to be true, 
yet neither. singly nor all together will they 
snppwiiijKtiie amouut to a eood reason for not 

former ofcheM ^ 

CiSS'Aut giving to briefs. For although any 

doea not ez- 

ciuemen. parishiouers that do so let their 
church run to ruin, in hopes of getting a brief 
at last for it, are highly blamable in the sight 
of God for so acting, yet their blame in this 
respect will not excuse others from blame, in 
not giving to the repairing of their church, 
when once it is become so far decayed, as that 
the parishioners themselves are really not able 
to bear the charge of duly repairing it. By 
what means soever a church comes to want 
the contributions of others, when it once 
wants them, it is the . great and indispensable 
duty (as it has been largely shewn in the fore- 
going chapters of this treatise) of all good 
Christians to contribute liberally thereto. 

Supposing it likewise to be true, that the 
costs and charges of repairing any church be 
over-reckoned in the brief, yet it is evident 
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at first sight, that this can be no good rea- 
son why one should give nothing to the 

• jv*^-i4.*i 1. Snpposiiur the 

said bnef, but is only a reason why second of 

^ '' theae pre- 

one need not give any more than rTrSiJ' 
m proportion to the real costs- and ««e«en. 
charges. 

Lastly^ supposing it true also, that the 
money given to briefs is a great, deal of it 
mispent and squandered away ; this ^TeS^to 

the laat of the 

renders them that are concerned in «»idpwtence«, 

even sap- 

the m^agement of -the money tei?* **° 
highly blamable, but cannot render others 
unblamable in not giving to briefs on many 
accounts. It is indeed but too usual for public 
money to be mispent, whatsoever use it is par- 
ticularly designed for. But yet when a law is 
made for contributing to any public common 
work, for instance, to mending the highway, 
the mispending of the money by the managers 
will not excuse others from obeying the law or 
contributing to the said public work, according 
as the law appoints. What is and ought to 
be done by others in such a case is tMs; 
namely, to complain of such > mispenses> and 
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to bring the mismanagers to refund and make 
good what they have so mispent, or else to 
bring them to dne pmushment. In like man- 
ner the law of God, both natmtd and re- 
vealed, requires us to contribute liberally 
according to our ability, to the building or 
rebuilding and beautifying of churches; and 
the mispending of the money so contributed 
by the managers thereof cannot excuse others 
from obe3dng the said law of Grod, or con- 
tributing to churches agreeably to the said 
law. What is and ought to be done by 
others in such a case is this, namely, to com- 
plain to the proper magistrates of such mis- 
penses, and to bring the mispenders to refdnd, 
or to punishment. 

Further, it is well to be remembered, that 
the principal end of all acts of piety with 
The wnktutu Tcgard to oursclvcs, is, that we may 

of all the said ° -^ 

Crthwfhewii, thereby please God, and promote 

upon the same it* -vr • 

iiipposuion. our own eternal salvation. Now m 
such acts of piety as we are here speaking of, 
that which God wholly and solely regards in 
respect of the ^ giver, is the will wherewith, 
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the end whereto, and the proportion to his 
ability wherein he gives. If these be but 
right, that is, if the person gives with a willing 
or cheerful mind, to a good end, and in such a 
proportion as is suitable to his real ability; 
as this is all that is in the power of the giver, 
so Grod requires no more, in order to render 
the act of the giver pleasing and acceptable 
unto Him : others' misapplying of the money 
given does not at all render the act of the 
giver the less acceptable to God; it being 
altogether unreasonable that the act of the 
giver should be more or less acceptable to 
God according to the actions of others which 
were not in the power of the giver. This 
being so, no truly pious man, who understands 
things aright, will go about to excuse himself 
from giving to briefsj by any of the foresaid 
pretences drawn from the mismanagement and 
faults of others ; forasmuch as what he pro- 
poses principally to himself by giving, is to 
please God thereby ; and such his act will be 
never the less pleasing to God on the account 
of such mismanagement of others. As for | 
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such as do make use of such pitiful pretences 
to excuse themselves from giving, it is evident 
from what has been said, that they do not act 
out of a principle of pleasing God, (for they 
may please Grod by giving, notwithstanding all 
they pretend for not giving,) but they act out 
of a quite different principle, namely, of pleas- 
ing themselves, by keeping and spending 
their money on themselves. And thus I have 
clearly shewn, that the foresaid particulars, 
even supposing them to be true, will not ex- 
cuse men from giving liberally to briefs. 
. It remains now, in the last place, to conclude 
with shewing the yet greater weakness of such 
Thetaidpre- preteuccs, bv observinff that the 
mattn^offaet. mattcrs of .^Eict, ou which the said 
pretences are grounded, are utterly false, or at 
least such as are not certainly known to be 
true, by such as use the said pretences. 

As for the pretence, that parishioners are 
encouraged not to lay out themselves what is 
Thiaahewed sufficicut . to kccp their churches in 

aa to the firat 

pretence. repair by the hopes of getting 
briefs for them at last, it is expressly over- 
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thrown by what is said and declared in briefs 
by the petitioners or respective parishioners 
themselves. For therein they declare, that 
they have duly laid out considerable sums on 
repairing their respective churches according 
to the utmost of their ability ; but all they 
can do being insufficient, they are forced to 
desire the charitable benevolence of others, 
or to this effect. — ^Now after the parishioners 
have made so solemn a declaration to this 
purpose, is it not a great act of uncharitable- 
ness to think that they have not done as they 
declare, but quite contrary ? but no wonder if 
such as are uncharitable in not parting with 
their own money, are also uncharitable in not 
thinking favourably of others' actions ; es- 
pecially when their uncharitableness in this 
latter respect is to be made the ground of a 
pretence for their uncharitableness in, the 
former respect. 

As to that other pretence, that the costs and 
charges are over reckoned in briefs^ it is like- 
wise observable that this is expressly Th«i«ma 

proTed M to 

provided against and overthrown in JJJtJSS?** 
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briefs^ inasmuch as therein it is always de- 
clared, that the cost and charges specified are 
such as upon the oaths of experienced work- 
men the work to be done will amount to at a 
moderate computation, or to this effect. — 
Does not therefore common charity require us 
to look on and condemn this pretence (as well 
as the last foregoing) to be false ? Is it not a 
most plain evidence, that such persons as can 
use such a pretence must be guilty of the 
greatest uncharitableness in thinking others, 
and that so many, will thus solemnly forswear 
themselves ? 

Lastly^ as to the other pretence, that the 
money given to briefs is a great deal of it 

2Se'dS*to''' ™isp®^^ *^d squandered away, this 
ilr""' must be a most trivial pretence, 
since, whatsoever has been done in respect of 
other briefs past, it is certain that care may be 
taken that the money now desired to be given 
to the present brief or briefs shall not be 
mispent or squandered away. And conse- 
quently the said pretence may be justly es- 
teemed likewise as a false one, since it supposes 
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that to be certaiidy done, which is not yet 
done^ and may with due care and honesty 
never be done. It is a shrewd sign how 
little such a person as uses this pretence is 
acted with a principle of piety, when his piety 
can be thus stopped and quashed by bare 
suspicions or fears of mismanagement; es- 
pecially when no mismanagement of what is 
given can (as has been afore observed) lessen 
the happy effects or consequences of a true 
piety in the giver. 

To conclude this treatise : all the afore- 
mentioned poor pitiful pretences, commonly 
made use of for not giving to Theconcm- 
briefs, tend to shew the great truth wh!iet««tiM. 
of that remarkable saying of our blessed Sa- 
viour, " Verily I say unto you. That a rich man 
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
And again I say unto you. It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God." a By which expressions our blessed 



a Matt. xix. 33, 14. 
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Saviour forewarns rich men, how extremely 
difficult it is for to persuade them to a right 
sense of their duty in laying out their riches 
to the honour and glory of Grod, while they 
are so ready to catch at any thing that does 
hut in the least look like a pretence. How- 
ever, as our Saviour suhjoins to the forecited 
asseverations this comfortable consideration, 
" With men this is impossible ; but with God 
all things (and consequently this) are possible ;" 
thereby signifying, that notwithstanding the 
difficulty to persuade rich men to use their 
riches aright is extremely great, yet it is not 
so great, but that it may be conquered and 
removed by the all-powerful grace of God and 
His blessing on proper means : as our Saviour, 
I say, has subjoined this comfortable consider- 
ation, so in relation thereto I have been 
induced to draw up these papers, that a serious 
•perusal of them, joined with sincere prayer to 
God for His grace and blessing, may be one 
happy means of enabling rich men to conquer 
this great difficulty, by being made hereby 
sensible, on one hand, of the great weakness 
O' — — ■ ' " ■ ■■ . ■ Q 
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of the pretences made use of by them to ex- 
cuse themselves from the practice of this duty ; 
and on the other hand, of the great reason- 
ableness and importance of fedthfiilly practising 
this duty ; inasmuch as thereon depends in so 
special a manner their eternal happiness in the 
world to come. 



THE BND. 



O . o 



o ■■ — o 



OXFORD PRINTED BY T. COMBE, 
Printer to the University. 



o ■ ^o 



o o 



OXFORD EDITIONS. 



• • 



o 



• • 



o 



s. 


d. 


5 





3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


3 


6 


6 






K£BLE*S Selections from HOOKER. ... 18" 

Auto-Biography of Bp. PATRICK IS"* 

PATRICK'S Advice to a Friend 18° 

HearfsEase 18" 

SUTTON'S DisceMori 18° 

■■ ■ Disce Vivere 18<» 

Meditations on the Sacrament 18* 

WILSON'S [Bp.] Sacra Privata 18° 

TAYLOR'S Golden Grove 18° 

LAUD'S [Abp.] Devotions 18 

LAUD'S Auto-Bic^raphy 18 

SPARROWS Rationale on the Book of! 
Common Prayer J 

In the Press, 

KEN'S Manual of Prayer. 
SARA VIA on the Priesthood. 
A KEMPIS' Imitation of Christ. 
PATRICK on Repentance and Fasting. 



JOHN HENRY PARKER, OXFORD. 



o o 



o o 



THE 



JOURNAL 

OF 

WILLIAM DOWSING 

OF STRATFORD, 
PARLIAMENTARY VISITOR, 

APPOINTED 
UNDER A WARRANT FROM THE 

EARL OF MANCHESTER, 

FOR DEMOLISHING THE SUPERSTITIOUS PICTURES AND 
ORNAMENTS OF CHURCHES, &c. 

WITHIN THB 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 

IN THE YEARS 1643, 1644. 

O O 



o o 



It has been thought that the following curious com- 
position would form a suitable appendix to Dr. M^elk's 
work on decorating churches. Not the least interesting 
remark which it suggests is, that the mutilations, to 
which our churches have visibly been subjected, were 
not the work of the Reformation, which would give 
them a certain authority in the eyes of Protestants, 
but are to be referred to the Rebellion in the next cen- 
tury, a political and eodesiastica] catastrophe which 
went far indeed beyond the wishes and intentions of 
the Reformers. 
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PREFACE. 



rilHE original MS. of the following Journal 
was sold, together with the Library of 
Samuel Dowsing, son of the Visitor, to Mr. 
Huse, Bookseller, at Exeter 'Change, in the 
Strand, London, in 1704. At that time the 
copy was transcribed, with the consent of Mr. 
Huse, from which the present publication was 
drawn. The Editors of the Suffolk Traveller, 
second edition, p. 39, mention, that ** part of 
William Dowsing's Journal accidentally came 
into their hands," which was dated 1648. A 
small error in their chronology I beg leave to 
rectify. The Earl of Manchester (under whose 
warrant the Visitors acted) received his Com- 
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mission as General of the associated Eastern 
counties, so early as 1642, and resigned it in 
1645, according to Clarendon, Rapin^ &c. 
Further, to confirm this assertion, *' In Au- 
gust, 1 64 1, there was an order published by 
the House of Commons for the taking away 
all scandalous pictures out of Churches, in 
which there was more intended by the Authors 
than at first their instruments understood, until 
instructed by private information how far 'the 
people were to enlarge the meaning." — ^Mer- 
curius Rusticus, page 22. 

In this age of inquiry, any attempt towards 
illustrating authentic history is favourably re- 
ceived. Should this trifle meet with pubUc 
approbation, the Editor's wish will be amply 
gratified in having rescued it from obUvion. 

Woodbridge, May 15, 1786. 
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" rriOWARD the latter end of the reign of 
Henry VIII. and throughout the whole 
reign of Edward VI. and in the beginning of 
Qaeen E^abeth, certain persons, of every 
county, were put in authority to puD down, 
and cast out of all churches, roods, graven 
images, shrincB with their reUca, to which the 
ignorant people came flocking in adoration. 
Or any thing else which (punctually) tended 
to idolatry and superstition. Under colour of 
this their commission and in their too for- 
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ward zeal, they rooted up and battered down 
crosses in churches and churchyards, as also 
in other pubHc places ; they defaced and brake 
down the images of kings, princes, and noble 
estates, erected, set up, or pourtrayed, for the 
only memory of them to posterity, and not 
for any religious honour; they cracked a- 
pieces the glass windows wherein the effigies 
of our blessed Saviour hanging on the cross, 
or any one of His saints, was depictured ; or 
otherwise turned up their heels into the place 
where their heads used to be fixed, as I have 
seen in the windows of some of our country 
churches. They despoiled churches of their 
copes, vestments, amices, rich hangings, and 
all other ornaments whereupon the story or 
the portrature of Christ himself, or of any 
saint or martyr, was delineated, wrought, or 
embroidered ; leaving rehgion naked, bare, and 
unclad . ' ' 
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"But the foulest and most inhuman action 
of those times, was the violation of funeral 
monuments. Marbles which covered the dead 
were digged up and put to other uses, tombs 
hacked and hewn a-pieces; images^ or re- 
presentations of the defunct, broken, erased, 
cut, or dismembered ; inscriptions or epitaphs, 
especially if they began with an orate pro 
anima, or concluded with cujus animm pro- 
pitietur Deus, For greediness of the brass^ 
or for that they were thought to be anti- 
christian, pulled out from the sepulchres, and 

purloined; dead carcasses, for gain of their 
stone or leaden coffins, cast out of their 
graves, notwithstanding this request, cut or 
engraven upon them, propter miserecordiam 
Jesu requiescant in pace,** — Weever's Discourse 
on Funeral Monuments, p. 50, 51. 

What was thought to be left unfinished by 
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those persons then in power, the fanatical zeal 
of the succeeding century pretty fiilly accom- 
plished ; a reference to this Journal alone is 
sufficient to shew how far the ignorance and 
obstinacy of selfish men may be persisted in, 
and carried on, against the remonstrances of 
sober and moderate reason. 
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A TRUE COPY OF A MANUSCRIPT 

Found in the Library of Mr, Samuel Dowsing 

of Stratford, being written by his Father, 

William Dowsing* s oum hand, carefully and 

almost literally transcribed, Sept. ^th, 1 704. 



WILLIAM DOWSING SUBSTITUTES 

Edmund Blomfield of Aspell-Stoneham, 

Edmund Mayhew of Gosbeck, 

Thomas Denning, 

Mr. Thomas Westhorp of Hunden (a godly man,) 

Mr. Thomas Glanfield of Gosbrock, 

Frances Verden for Wangford, Suthelham, Bly- 
thing, Bosmere, Sudbury, Clare, Fordham, Blacks- 
mere, and would have had Hartsmere. 

Francis Jessup of Beccles for Lethergland and 
Shutford Hundred, Bungay, Blithborough, Yox- 
ford and RingshaU. 
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n UDBURY, Suffolk. Peter's Parish. Jan. the 
O 9th, 1643. We brake down a picture of God 
the Father, two crucifix's and pictures of Christ, 
about an hundred in all; and gave order to take 
down a cross off the steeple, and diverse angels, 
twenty at least, on the roof of the church. 

Sudbury, Gregory Parish. Jan. the 9th. We 
brake down ten mighty great angels in glass, in 
all eighty. 

Alh ALLOWS, Jan. the 9th. We brake about 
twenty superstitious pictures, and took up thirty 
brazen superstitious inscriptions, ora pro nobis, 
and " Pray for the soul," &c. 

I. Suffolk. At Haver^ Jan. the 6th. 1643. 
We brake down about an hundred superstitious 
pictures, and seven fryars hugging a nun, and the 
picture of God and Christ, and diverse others 
very superstitious; and two hundred had been 
broke down before I came. We took away two 
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popish inscriptions with ora pro nobis j and we 
beat down a great stoneing cross on the top of the 
church. 

2. At Clare, Jan. the 6th. We brak)e down 
one thousand pictures superstitious ; I brake down 
two hundred ; three of God the Father and three 
of Christ, and the Holy Lamb, and three of the 
Holy Ghost like a dove with wings; and the 
twelve Apostles were carved in wood on the top of 
the roof, which we gave order to take down ; and 
twenty cherubims to be taken down ; and the sun 
and moon in the east window, by the king's arms, 
to be taken down. 

3. HuNDEN, Jan. the 6th. We brake down 
thirty superstitious pictures ; and we took up three 
popish inscriptions in brass, ora pro nobis on them; 
and we gave order for the levelling the steps. 

4. Wixo, Jan. the 6th. We brake a picture, 
and gave order for levelling the steps. 

5. WiTHERSFiELD, Jan. the 6th. We brake 
down a crucifix, and sixty superstitious pictures; 
and gave order for the levelling the steps in the 
chancel. 

6. Stokb-Nayland, Jan. the 19th. We brake 
down an hundred superstitious pictures ; and took 
up seven superstitious inscriptions on the grave- 
stones, ora pro nobis, &c. 

7. Nayland, Suff. Jan. the 19th, 1643. We 
brake down thirty superstitious pictiu'es, and gave 
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order for the taking down a cross on the steeple : 
we took up two popish inscriptions^ ora pro nobis, 
&c. 

8. Rayden, Jan. the 20th. We brake down a 
crucifix, and twelve superstitious pictures, and a 
popish inscription, ora pro nobis, &c. 

9. Houghton, Jan. the 20th. We brake six 
superstitious pictures. 

10. Barham, Jan. the 22nd. We brake down 
the twelve Apostles in the chancel, and six super- 
stitious more there ; and eight in the church, one 
a lamb with a cross X on the back ; and digged 
down the steps; and took up four superstitious 
inscriptions of brass, one of them Jesu, FUi Dei, 
miserere mei, and O mater Dei, memento mei, " O 
mother of God, have mercy on me ! '* 

11. Clayden, Jan. the 22nd. We brake down 
three superstitious pictm^s, and gave order to take 
down three crosses of the steeple and one of the 
chancel. 

12. CoDDENHAM, Jan. the 22nd. We gave 
order for taking down three crosses of the steeple 
and one of the chancel. 

13. Yke, Jan. 23rd. We brake down twenty- 
five superstitious] pictures, and took up a super- 
stitious inscription. 

14. Dunstall, Jan. the 23rd. We brake down 
sixty superstitious pictures, and broke in pieces the 
rails, and gave order to pull down the steps. 
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i5. Aldborough, Jan. tke 24th. We gave 
order for taking down twenty cherubims and 
thirty-eight pictures; which their lecturer, Mr. 
Swayn, (a godly man,) undertook, and their cap- 
tain, Mr. Johnson. 

16. Orford, Jan. the 25th. We brake down 
twenty-eight superstitious pictures, and took up 
eleven popish inscriptions in brass; and gave order 
for digging up the steps, and taking of two crosses 
off the steeple of the church, and one of the chan- 
cel, in all four. 

17. Snaps, Jan. the 25th. We brake down four 
popish pictures, and took up four inscriptions of 
brass, of ora pro nobis, &c. 

18. Stansteo, Jan. the 25th. We brake down 
six superstitious pictures, and took up a popish 
inscription in brass. 

19. Saxmundham, Jan. the 26th. We took 
up two superstitious inscriptions in brass. 

20. Kblshall, Jan. the 26th. We brake down 
six superstitious pictures, and took up twelve popish 
inscriptions in brass, and gave order to levdl the 
chancel and taking down a cross. 

21. Carleton, Jan. the 26th. We brake down 
ten superstitious pictures, and took up six popish 
inscriptions in brass, and gave order to level the 
chancel. 

22. Farnham, Jan. the 26th. We took up a 
popish inscription in brass. 
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23. Stratford. We brake down six super- 
stitious pictures. 

24. WicKHAM, Jan. the 26th. We brake down 
fifteen popish pictures of Angels and S^", and gave 
order for taking two crosses; one on the steeple, 
and the second on the church. 

25. SuDBURNE, Jan. the 26th. We brake down 
six pictures, and gave order for the taking down of 
a cross on the steeple, and the steps to be levelled. 

26. *Ufford, Jan. the 27th. We brake down 
thirty superstitious pictures, and gave direction to 
take down thirty-seven more; and forty cherubims 
to be taken down of wood, and the chancel levelled. 
There was a picture of Christ on the cross, and 
God the Father above it; and left thirty-seven 
superstitious pictures to be taken down ; and took 
up six superstitious inscriptions in brass. 

27. Woodbridge, Jan. the 27th. We took down 
two superstitious inscriptions in brass, and gave 
order to take down thirty superstitious pictures. 

28. Kesgrave, Jan. the 27th. We took down 
six superstitious pictures, and gave order to take 
down eighteen cherubims, and to level the chancel. 

29. RusHMERE, Jan. the 27th. We brake down 
the pictures of the seven deadly sins, and the Holy 
Lamb with a cross about it, and fifteen other 
superstitious pictures. 



a Vide No. 124, Depredations contintied. 
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30. Chatsham, Jan. the 29th. Nothing to be 
done. 

31. Washbbook, Jan. the 29th. I broke down 
twenty-six superstitious pictures^ and gave order I 
to take down a stoneing cross^ and the chancel to 
be levelled. 

32. CoPDocK, Jan. the 29th. I brake down 
one hundred and fifty superstitious pictures ; two 
of God the Father^ and two crucifixes ; did deface 
a cross on the font, and gave order to take down a 
stoneing cross on the chancel, and to leveU the 
steps ; and took up a brass inscription, with ora 
pro nobis, and cujtts aninus propitietur Deus. 

33. Belstead. We brake down seven super- 
stitious pictiu'es, the Apostles and two others, and 
took up four inscriptions in brass of ora pro nobis, 
&c. 

34. Ipswich, Stoke Mary's. Two crosses in 
wood, and two cherubims painted, and one inscrip- 
tion in brass, with ora pro nobis, &c. 

35. At Peter's, was on the porch, the crown of 
thorns, the spunge and nails, and the Trinity in 
stone ; and the rails were there, which I gave order 
to break in pieces. . 

36. Mary's at the Key, Jan. the 29th. I brake 
down six superstitious pictures. 

37. St. Mary Elmes, Jan. the 29th. There was 
four iron crosses on the steeple, which they pro- 
mised to take down that day or the next. 
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38. Nicholas, Jan. the 29th. We brake six su- 
perstitious pictures, and took up two brass inscrip- 
tions of orapro nobis j and gave order for another, 
cujus aninuB propiHetur Deus j and there was the 
crown of thorns. 

39. Mathew's, Jan. the 39th. We brake down 
thirty-five superstitious pictures, three Angels with 
stars on their breasts, and crosses. 

40. Mary's at the Tower, Jan. the 29th. We 
took up six brass inscriptions, with ora pro nobis, 
and ora pro animabus, and cufus aninuB propiHetur 
Deus J and pray for the soul, in English; and I 
gave order to take down five iron crosses, and one 
of wood on the steeple. 

4 1 . Margarett's Jan. the 30th. There was twelve 
Apostles in stone taken down, and between twenty 
and thirty superstitious pictures to be taken down, 
which (a godly man) a churchwarden promised 
to do. 

42. Steven's, Jan. the 30th. There was a popish 
inscription in brass, " Pray for the soul." 

43. Lawrence, Jan. the 30th. There was two 
popish inscriptions, one with beads, and written 
ora pro nobis, 

44. Clements, Jan. the 30th. They four days 
before had beaten up divers superstitious inscrip- 
tions. 

4$. At ^Elms, Jan the 30th. Nothing. 

b Quere. St.Helait. 
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46. Playford, Jan. the 30th. We brake down 
seventeen popish pictures^ one of God the Father, 
and took up two superstitious inscriptions in brass; 
and one or a pro nobis y^ndi cujus aninue propitietur 
DeuSy and a second, " Pray for the soul.'* 

47. Blakenham, at the water, Feb. the ist, 
1643. Only the steps to be levelled, which I gave 
them eight days to do it. 

48. Bramford, Feb. the ist. A cross to be 
taken off the steeple : we brake down eight hun- 
dred and forty-one superstitious pictures; and 
gave order to take down the steps, and gave a 
fortnight's tune ; and took up three inscriptions, 
with ora pro nobis, and cujtts aninue propitietur 
Deus, 

49. Sproughton. We brake down sixty-one 
superstitious pictures, and gave order for the steps 
to be levelled in a fortnight's time; and three 
inscriptions, ora pro nobis, and cujus aninue propi- 
tietur Deus, 

50. BuRSTALL, Feb. the ist. We took off an 
iron cross off the steeple, and gave order to leveU 
the steps. 

5i. HiNTLESHAM, Feb.theist. We brake down 
fifty-one superstitious pictures, and took up three 
inscriptions, with ora pro nobis, and cujus aninue 
propitietur Deus j and gave order for digging down 
the steps. 

52. Hadlbigh^ Feb. the 2nd. We brake down 
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thirty superstitious pictures, and gave order for 
taking down the rest, which were about seventy ; 
and took up an inscription, qtiorum animabus pro^ 
pitietur Deus, and gave order for the taking down 
a cross on the steeple ; gave fourteen days. 

53. Layham, Feb. the 2nd. We brake down 
six superstitious pictures, and take down a cross 
off the steeple. 

54. Shelly, Feb. the 2nd. We brake down 
six superstitious pictiu'es, and took off two inscrip- 
tions, with cujus aniriMBpropitietur Deus, 

55. High AM, Feb. the 2nd. We brake down 
fifteen superstitious pictures in the chancel, and 
sixteen in the church, (so called,) and gave order 
to leveU the steps in fourteen days. 

56. Feb. the 3d. Wenham Magna. There was 
nothing to reform. 

57. Feb. the 3d. Whenham Parva. We brake 
down twenty-six superstitious pictures, and gave 
order to break down six more, and to levell the 
steps : one picture was of the Virgin Mary. 

58. Feb. the 3d. Capell. We break down three 
superstitious pictures, and gave order to take down 
thirty-one, which the churchwarden promised to 
do ; and to take down a stoneing cross on the out- 
side of the church (as it is called.) 

Feb. the 3d. We were at the Lady Bruce's 
house, and in her chapel; there was a picture of 

A God the Father, of the Trinity, of Christ, and the 
— O 
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Holy Ghost, the cloven tongues, which we gave 
order to take down, and the lady promised to 
do it. 

59. Needham-market, Feb. the 5th. We 
gave order to take down two iron crosses on the 
chappel and a stoneing cross. 

60. Bad LEY, Feb. the 5th. We brake down 
thirty-four superstitious pictures; Mr. Dove pro- 
mised to take down the rest, twenty-eight, and to 
levell the chancel. We took down four super- 
stitious inscriptions, with ora pro nobis, and cujtis 
aninuB propitietur Deus. 

61. Stow-markbt, Feb. the 5th. We gave 
order to break down about seventy superstitious 
pictures, and to levell the chancel, to Mr. Manning, 
that promised to do it; and to take down two 
crosses, one on the steeple, and the other on the 
church, (as it is called,) and took up an inscription 
of ora pro nobis, 

62. Wbthbrden, Feb. the 5th. We brake a 
hundred superstitious pictures in S"" Edward Sil- 
liard's Isle, and gave order to break down sixty 
more, and to take down sixty-eight cherubims, and 
to levell the steps in the chancel ; there was taken 
up nineteen superstitious inscriptions that weighed 
sixty-five pounds. 

63. Elms WELL, Feb. the 5th. We brake down 
twenty superstitious pictures, and gave order to 
break down forty and above, and to take down 
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forty clierabimfi. We took up four superstitious 
inscriptions with ora pro nobU. 

64. TosTicK, Feb. the 5th. We brake down 
about sixteen superstitions pictures, and gave order 
to take down about forty more, and to levell the 
steps. We took up a superstitious inscription with 
ora pro nobis. 

65. Bury St. Edmund's, Feb. the 5th. Mary's 
Parish. Mr. Chaplain undertook to do down the 
steps, and to take away the superstitious pictures. 

66. James's Parish. Mr. Moody undertook for. 

67. KiNFORD, Feb. the 6th. We gave order to 
take down a cross and other pictures. 

68. Feb. the 6th. At Newmarket. They pro- 
mised to amend all. 

69. CoMBARTH Magna, Feb. the 20th. I took 
up two inscriptions, " Pray for our souls," and gave 
order to take down a cross on the steeple, and to 
levell the steps. John Pain, churchwarden, for 
not paying, and doing his duty injoined by the 
ordinance, I charged Henry Turner, the constable, 
to carry him before the Earl of Manchester. 

70. little Com EARTH, Feb. the 20th. There 
were two crosses, one in wood and another in 
stone, which I gave order to take them down ; and 
I brake down six superstitious pictures. Had no 
noble. 

71. Newton, Feb. the 2i8t. William Plume, 
churchwarden, and John Shrive, constable. I 
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brake down four superstitious pictures, one of 
Christ, and six in the chancel, one of Christ and 
one of the the Virgin Mary; and to see the steps 
levelled. 

*^Nayland, Feb. the 21st. Henry Hill, Henry 
Campin, churchwardens ; Abraham V angover, con- 
stable. Churchwardens promised the 69, SdL within 
a week. 

72^. AssiNGTON, Feb. the 21st. We brake down 
forty pictures, one of God the Father, and the other 
very superstitious; and gave order to levell the 
chancel, and to take a cross off the steeple. Con- 
stable, James Springes. 

73. At Mr. Thomas Humberfield's or Somber- 
field's. I brake down nine superstitious pictures 
and a crucifiit in the Parish of Stokb. He re- 
fused to pay the 6$. 8d. This was in the Lord 
Windsor's chappel. 

74. Feb. the 23d. At Mr. Cap'. Waldgrave's 
cliappel, in Buers, there was a picture of God the 
Father, and divers other superstitious pictures, 
twenty at least, which they promised to break, his 
daughter and servants; he himself was not at 
home, neither could they find the key of the 
chappel. I had not the 6s. Sd. yet promised it; 
and gave order to take down a cross. 

75. BuBRS, Feb. the 23d. We brake down 
above six hundred superstitious pictures, eight 

c Vide No. 9. 



o 



A 



o o 

22 JOURNAL OF WILL. DOWSING. 

Holy Ghosts, three of God the Father, and three 
of the Son. We took up five inscriptions of quo^ 
rum animahus propitietur Deus, one " Pray for the 
soul:" and superstitions in the windows, and some 
divers of the Apostles. 

76. CoMEARTH, Magna. (Mentioned at No. 69.) 

77. Glensford, Feb. the 26th. We brake 
down many pictures ; one of God the Father, a 
picture of the Holy Ghost, in brass. A noble. 

78. Otley, Feb. the 27th. A deputy brake 
down fifty superstitious pictures, a cross on the 
chancel, two brass inscriptions, and Moses with a 
rod, and Aaron with his mitre taken down ; and 
twenty cherubims to be broke down.— 6*. 8c?. 

79. Mulleden, Feb the 27th. He brake down 
six superstitious pictures, and gave order to levell 
the steps in twenty days. — 6s. Sd, 

80. Hoo, Feb. the 27th. A superstitious in* 
scription of brass, and eight superstitious pictures 
brake down, and gave order to levell the steps in 
twenty days. — 6s, 8d. 

81. «=Letheringham, Feb. the 27. He took 
up three popish inscriptions of brass, and brake 

e The present ruinous condition of this church, together with 
the numerous and once beautiful monuments of the ancient 
families of the Wingfields and Nauntons, i« much to be lament- 
ed. To prevent their being wholly lost to posterity, it is with 
pleasure we announce that correct and elegant drawings of the 
whole of the monuments were taken, in 178$, by Mr. Isaac John- 
son, by order of the Antiquarian Society. 

O O 
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down ten superstitious pictures, and gave order to 
levell the steps in twenty days. — 6s. Sd. 

82. Easton, Feb. the 28th. He brake up one 
inscription in brass, and sixteen superstitious pic- 
tures, three crosses he gave order to take down, 
and to levell the steps in twenty days. — 6s. 8d. 

83. Kettlbburgh, Feb. the 28th. In the 
glass six superstitious pictures; gave order to 
break them down, and to levell the steps in twenty 
days. — 6s. 8d. 

84. Helmingham, Feb. the 29th. Brake down 
three superstitious pictures, and gave order to take 
down four crosses and nine pictures, and Adam 
and Eve to be beaten down. — 6s. 8d. 

85. WooLPiT, Feb. the 29th. My Deputy. 
Eighty superstitious pictures; some he brake down, 
and the rest he gave order to take down; and 
eight crosses to be taken down in twenty days. — 
6s. Sd, 

86. Bayton Bull, March the ist. He brake 
down twenty pictures, and the steps to be levelled 
in twenty days. — 6s. Sd. 

87. Kayfield, April the 3d. A Deputy brake 
down divers, which I have done. 

88. April the 3d. Beddingfield. I brake 
down fourteen superstitious pictures; one of God the 
Father, and two doves, and another of St. Catherine 
and her wheel ; and gave order to take down three 
stoneing crosses on porch,, church, and chancel. 
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89. Tannington, April the 3d. My Deputy 
brake down twenty-seven pictures ; two were cni- 
cifixes^ which I brake of part. 

90. Brundish, April the 3d. There were five 
pictures of Christ, the twelve Apostles, a crucifix, 
and divers superstitious pictures. The Vicar have 
two Uvings. 

91. WiLBY, April the 4th. Forty superstitious 
pictures. Thirty we brake down, and gave order 
to take ten more and the steps to be levelled; and 
the whip, and pincers, and nails that was at Christ's 
crucifying, and the Trinity, all in stone. 

93. Stradbrook, April the 4th. Eight Angels 
off the roof, and cherubims in wood, to be taken 
down ; and four crosses on the steeple, and one on 
the church, and one on the porch, and seventeen 
pictures on the upper window, and " Pray for sueh 
out of your charity," and organs, which I brake. 

93. Nether, or Linstead Parva, April the 4th. 
A picture of God the Father, and of Christ, and 
five more superstitious in the chancel, and the 
steps to be levelled, which the churchwardens pro- 
mised to do in twenty days; and a {Hcture of Christ 
on the outside of the Steele nailed to a cross, and 
another superstitious one. Crosses on the font. 
Will. (MS. bloUed) is Curate. 

94. Linstead Magna, April the 5th. Here was 
two superstitious orate pro cmmabusy and cujus 
aninuB propittetwr Deus, There was two crucifixes, 
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and eight Buperstitious pictures, and three inscrip- 
tions of Jesus in a window; and gave order to 
levell the steps to Mr. Evered, Will. Aldice, Curate, 
D******* Francis Evered. 

95. Cheston, or Chediston, April the 5th. 
Two superstitious inscriptions and seven popish 
pictures, one of Christ and another of St. George. 

96. Hallisworth, April the 5th. Two cruci- 
fixes, three of the Holy Ghost, and a third of the 
Trinity altogether, and two hundred other super- 
stitious pictures and more; five popish inscriptions 
of brass, orate pro animabus, and cujus aninuB pro^ 
pitietur Deus, and the steps to be levelled by the 
Parson of the town, and to take off a cross on the 
chancel. And then the churchwardens had order 
to take down two crosses off the steeple. 

97. Red 8 HAM Magna, April the 5th. A cruci- 
fix and three other superstitious pictures ; and gave 
order for Mr. Barenby the Parson, to levell the 
steps in the chancel. He preach but once a day. 

98. Rkoinfibld, April the 5th. The sun and 
moon, and JESUS in capital letters, and two 
crosses on the steeple ; we gave order to take them 
down and levell the steps in fourteen days. 

99 . Be cc Ls s, April the 6th. J ehovah's between 
church and chancel, and the sun over it; and 
by the altar, " My meat Lb flesh indeed, and My 
blood is drink indeed," and two crosses we gave 
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order to take down^ one was on the porch, another 
on the steeple, and many superstitious pictures, 
about forty. Six several crosses, Christ's, Virgin 
Mary's, St. George's, and three more, and thirteen 
crosses in all ; and Jesus and Mary in letters, and 
the twelve Apostles. 

100. Elough, April the 6th. We brake down 
twelve superstitious pictures, and the steps to be 
levelled, and a cross to be taken off the chancel, 
which they promised to do. 

loi. Saterly. There was divers superstitious 
pictures painted, which they promised to take down; 
and I gave order to levell the steps, and to break 
in pieces the rails, which I have seen done; and 
to take off a cross on the church. 

102. Ben ACRE, April the 6th. There was six 

superstitious pictures, one crucifix, and the Virgin 

Mary twice, with Christ in her arms, and Christ 

l}dng in the manger, and the three kings coming 

to Christ with their presents, and St. Catherine 

tmce pictured; and the Priest of the Parish — 

(MS. blotted) — matema ^Johannem Christi guber- 

na, " O Christ, govern me by thy mother's prayers !" 

And three bishops with their mitres, and the steps 

to be levelled within six weeks ; and eighteen 

JESUS' S written in capital letters on the roof, 

which we gave order to do out, and the story of 

Nebuchadnezzar, and orate pro animabus in a glass 

window. 
^ f Sic MS. ^ 
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103. CocHiE, April the 6th. We brake down 
two hundred pictures ; one pope, with divers car- 
dinals, Christ and the Virgin Mary ; a picture of 
God the Father, and many other which I remember 
not. There was four steps with a valt underneath, 
but the two first might be levelled, which we gave 
order to the churchwardens to do . There was many 
inscriptions of JESUS in capital letters on the 
roof of the church, and cherubims with crosses on 
their breasts, and a cross in the chancel, all which, 
with divers pictures in the windows, which we 
could not reach, neither would they help us to raise 
the ladders ; all which we left a warrant with the 
constable to do in fourteen days. 

104. RusHMERE, April the 8th. We brake ten 
superstitious pictures, and gave order to levell the 
steps in twenty days, to brake their windows ; and 
we brake down a pot for holy water. 

io5. MuTPORD, April the 8th. We brake down 
nine superstitious pictures, and gave order to take up 
nine superstitious inscriptions of Jesus, two crosses 
on the steeple, and the steps to be levelled. 

106. Frostenden, April the 8th. Twenty su- 
perstitious pictures, one crucifix, and a picture of 
God the Father, and St. Andrew with his cross^ and 
St. Catherine with her wheel; four cherubiiofl on 
the pulpit, two crosses on the steeple, and one on 
the chancel. And Mr. Ellis, an high constable of 
the town, told me, *' he saw an Irish man, within 
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two monthB, bow to the cross on the steeplCx and 
put off his hat to it." The steps were there to 
levell, which they promised to do. 

107. Gob, April the 8th. We took down foiiy- 
two superstitious pictures in glass, and above 
twenty jchanlnms, and the steps we have digged 
down. 

108. Rayden, April the 8th. We brake down 
ten superstitious pictures, and gave order to take 
down two crosses, one on the chanod, and another 
<m the porch. Steps we digged up. 

109. South WOLD, April the 8th. We brake 
down one hundred and thirty superstitious pic- 
tures; St. Andrew, and four crosses on the four 
corners of the vestry; and gave order to take down 
thirteen cherubims, and take down twenty angels, 
and to take down the cover of the font. 

no. Walbsrwick. Brake down forty supers 
stitious pictiures, and to take off five crosses on the 
steefde and pordi ; and we had eight superstitious 
inscriptions on the grave-stones. 

111. Bl Y FORD, April the 9th. There was thirty 
superstitious pictures, a crucifix, and the four 
Evangelists, and the steps promised to be levelled, 
and begun to be digged down; a cross on the 
chancel they promised to take down, and a triangle 
on the porch, for the Trinity, and two whips, &c. 
Christ and a cross all over the porch. 

112. Blyborough, April the 9th. There was 
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twenty superstitious pictures ; one on the outside 
of the church ; two crosses, one on the porch, and 
another on the steeple ; and twenty cherubims to 
be taken down in the church and chancel ; and I 
brake down three orate pro animabus, and gave 
order to take down above two hundred more pic- 
tures within eight days. 

113. DuNwiCH, April the 9th. At Peter's 
Parish. Sixty-three cherubims, sixty at least of 
JESUS written in capital letters on the roof, and 
forty superstitious pictures, and a cross on the top 
of the steeple : all was promised by the church- 
wardens to be done. 

1 14. AUhallows. Thirty superstitious pictures, 
and twenty-^ght cherubims, and a cross on the 
chancel. 

1x5. Bram PI ELD, April the 9th. Twenty-four 
superstitious pictures, one crucifix, and picture of 
CSIirist, and twelve Angels on the roof, and divers 
JESUS'S in capital letters ; and the steps to be 
levelled by S' Robert Brook. 

116. Hevininoham, April the 9th and loth. 
Eight superstitious pictures, one of the Virgin 
Mary, and two inscriptions of brass, one *' Pray for 
the soul," and another, orate pro animabug. 

117. PoLSTB AD, April the i5th. Forty-five su- 
perstitious pictures ; one of Peter with his kejrs, 
second a bishop's mitre on his head. — 69. Sd, 

118. BoxTBAD.WehadsixfluperstitiouBpictareB. 
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119. Stanstbad, April the i5th. Five super- 
stitious pictures. 

120. Laxfield, July the 17th, 1644. Two 
Angels in stone at the steeple's end, a cross in the 
church, and another on the porch in stone, and 
two superstitious pictures on stone there. Many 
superstitious inscriptions in brass, orate pro am- 
mabu8 et cujus aninuB propitietur Dens. A picture 
of Christ in glass ; an eagle, and a lion with wings, 
for two of the evangehsts, and the steps in the 
chancel; all to be done within twenty days; the 
steps by William Dowsing of the same town. 

121. Trembly, Aug. the 21st. 1644. Martin's. 
Tliere was a fryar with a shaven crown praying to 
God in these words, miserere mei Deus, which we 
brake down; and twenty-eight cherubims in the 
church, which we gave order to take down by , 
Aug. 24th. 

122. Aug. the2ist. Brightwell. A picture 
of Christ and the Virgin Mary, that we brake down, 
and the twelve Apostles painted in wood, and a 
holy water font, and a step to be levelled; all 
which we gave order to be broke down, and the 
steps to be levelled, by Aug. 31st. 

123. Levington, Aug.the2ist. The steps only 
to be levelled by Aug. 31st, and a double cross on 
the chiurch. 

124. Ufford, Aug. 31st. (See No. 26.) where 
is set down what we did Jan. the 27th. " Thirty 
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superstitious pictiu*es, and left thirty^seven more to 
break down," and some of them we brake down 
now. In the chancel we brake down an Angel, 
three orate pro anima in the glass, and the Trinity 
in a triangle, and twelve cherubims on the roof of 
the chancel, and nigh a hundred JESUS — MARIA 
in capital letters, and the steps to be levelled. And 
we brake down the organ cases, and gave them to 
the poor. In the church there was on the roof 
above a hundred JESUS and MARY in great capital 
letters, and a crosier staff to be broke down in 
glass, and above twenty stars on the roof. There 
is a glorious cover over the font, like a pope's 
tripple crown, with a pehcan on the top picking its 
breast, all gilt over with gold. And we were kept 
out of the church above two hours, and neither 
churchwardens, William Brown nor Roger Small, 
that were enjoined these things above three months 
afore, had not done them in May ; and I sent one 
of them to see it done, and they would not let him 
have the key. And now, neither the churchwardens 
nor William Brown, nor the constable, James Toke- 
love, and William Gardener, the sexton, would not 
let us have the key in two hours time. New 
churchwardens, Thomas Stanard, Thomas Stroud; 
and Samuel Canham, of the same town, said, " I 
sent men to rifle the church : " and Will. Brown, 
old churchwarden said, " I went about to pull down 
the church, and had carried away part of the church." 
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135. Baylham. There was the Trinity in a 
triangle on the font, and a cross ; and the steps to 
be levelled by the minister in twenty-one days. 

136. Nbttlestead, Aug.the32d. An inscrip;- 
tion in the church in brass, orate pro anima, and 
six of the Apostles, not defaced ; and St. Catherine 
with her wheel, and three snparstitious pictures 
more, two with crosier staves, with mitres, and tiie 
picture of St. George, St. Martin, and St. Simon. 

137. SuMMERSHAM, the Same day. A cross in 
the glass, and St. Catherine with her wheels and 
another picture in the glass in the church; and 
two superstitious pictures in the window, and a 
holy water font in the church, and on the outside 
of the chancel door, Jesus. Sancta Maria. Jesus. 

128. Floughton, Aug. the 33d. A holy water 
font in the chancel. 

129. Elmsbtt, Aug. the 33d. Crow, a Deputy, 
had -done before we came. We rent a-pieces tiiere 
the hood and surplice. 

130. Opton, Aug. the 33d. There was a holy 
water font in the chancel, and the steps, and some 
crosses on the outside of the church and chancel; 
and we gave order to deface them. We gave order 
to have them all defaced, and two more in a win- 
dow of the church, and two stone crosses on the 
top of the steeple: all which we gave order to mend 
all the defaults by Saturday come 'sennight. At 
Ipswich, at Mr. Coley's. 
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131. Barking. Aug. the 21st. There was St. I 
Catherine with her wheel. Many superstitious 1 
pictures were done afore I came. There was I 
Maria's on the church door. 

123. W1LLBSHAM3 Aug.the22d. Anholywater 
font in the chancel; the steps were levelled, and 
had been so once before by a lord bishop's injunc- 
tion, and by another lord bishop after commanded; 
testified to me by him that saw it done, Mr. John 
Brownbridge. 

133. Damsden, Aug. the 23d. Three crosses 
in the chancel on the wall, and a holy water font 
there, and the chancel to be levelled by Saturday 
s'ennight after. 

134. Wetheringsbtt, Aug. the 26th. Nine- 
teen crosses ; sixteen about the arches of the 
church, and three on the porch ; a picture on the 
porch, a triangle for the Trinity, to be done. 
Thomas Colby and Thomas Eley, churchwardens. 
Constables, John Suton and John Genkthome. 

135. Mick FIELD, Aug. the 26th. Two crosses, 
and the glasses to be made up by Saturday come 
three weeks. And 109. to be paid to the poor 
within that time, and the rest afterwards. — ^4^. 6d, 

136. HoRHAM, Aug. the 27th. In the chancel 
a holy water font, and the steps to be levelled ; and 
there was the four evangelists, and a part of a 
crucifix, and divers angels, eighty and other super- 
stitious pictures; and orcUepro animabtis; and, on 
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a grave stone, cujus anima propitietur Deus. All 
which I brake up, and gave twenty days to levell 
the steps and make the windows. And in the 
church orate pro animabus and divers supersti- 
tious pictures, and a triangle on the font> and a 
superstitious picture. — 6s. Sd. 

137. Allington, Aug. the 27th. In the chan- 
cel was Peter pictured, and crucified with his heels 
upward, and there was John Baptist and ten more 
superstitious pictures in the church. 

138. Wallingworth, Aug. the 27th. A stone 
cross on the top of the church, three pictures of 
Adam on the porch, two crosses on the font, and 
a triangle for the Trinity in stone, and two other 
superstitious pictures, and the chancel ground to 
be levelled; and the holy water font to be defaced, 
and step levelled in fourteen days. Edward Dun- 
stone and John , constables. William Dod 

and Robert Bemant, churchwardens. — ^3*. 4c?. 

139. Holton, by Halesworth, Aug. the 29th. 
Two superstitious pictures in the church, and 
I. H. S., the Jesuit's badge, in the chancel window ; 
promised by the minister, Mr. Wm. Pell. 

140. Wangford, Aug. the 28th. Sixteen su- 
perstitious pictures, and one I brake. Fourteen 
still remain, and one of God. 

141. Wrkntham, Aug. the 28th. Twelve su- 
perstitious pictures, one of St. Catherine with her 
wheel. 
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142. HoxNK, Aug. the 30th. Two stone crosses 
on church and chancel, Peter with his fish, and a 
cross In a glass window, and four superstitious 
ones. The Virgin Mary with Christ in her arms, 
and cheruhims wings on the font. Many more 
were broken down afote. 

143. Eye, Aug. the 30th. Seven superstitions 
{Hctures in the chancel, and a cross, one was Mary 
Magdalene, aU in the glass, and six in the church 
windows; many more had been broke down afore. 

144. OcKOLD, Aug. Divers superstitious pic- 
tures were broke. I came, and there was Jesus, 
Mary, and St. Lawrence with his gridiron, and 
Ftter's keys. Churchwardens promised to send 
Ss, to Mr. Oales before Michaelmas. 

.145. RussiNGLES, Aug. the 30th. Nothing but 
a step. The pictures were broke before. 

146. Mettfi ELD, Aug. the 30th. In the church 
was Peter*s keys and the Jesuit's badge in the win- 
dow, and many on the top of the roof. I. for 
Jesus, H. for Hdminum, and S. for Salvator, and a 
dove for the Holy Ghost in wood, and the like in 
the chancel ; and there, in brass, orate pro animabtts, 
and the steps to be levelled by Sept. the 7th. Mr. 
Jermin, the gentleman in the town, refused to take 
up the inscription, as the churchwarden informed, 
whose name is . 

147. DiNNiNGTON, Sept. the 26th, 1644. Angels 
in S"" John Rouse's Isle, and two holy water fonts ; 
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and in Bacon's Isle, nine pictures (tf Angete and 
crosses, and a holy water font ; and ten superstitioas 
pictures in the qhancel, and a holy water font, and 
two superstitious inscriptions of Christ; the spear 
and nails on two stools at the lower end of the 
church, and|a cherubim in S^ John Rouse's stool. 

148. Baddinoham, Sept. the aSth. The steps 
to be levelled in the chancel, and sixteen super- 
stitious cherubims with crosses on their breasts. 
All to be done by the churchwardens by the X3th 
of October. 

149. Parham-hatcheston, Oct. the ist. 
There was twenty-one cherubims with wings in 
wood, and sixteen superstitious pictures and popish 
saints, with a double cross, in the church; and 
the representation of the Trinity on the font, and 
the spears and nails that Christ was pierced and 
nailed with, and three crosses, all in stone; four 
superstitious pictures in the chancel, and a cross, 
all in glass; and the steps to be levelled by Mr. 
Francis Warner by Oct. i5th. AH to be done. 



Feb. 4th. By virtue of a Warrant directed to 
me by the right Hon^^*^ the Earl of Manchester. 
I do hereby depute and appoint you, T. D., in my 
\ absence, to execute the said warrant in every par- 
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ticular, within the County of , according 

to an ordinance of Parliament therein mentioned^ 
and power given unto me by the" said Warr** as 
fiiUy as I myself may, or might, execute the same. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal. 



Thomas Umberfield of Stoke refused to pay 
the 6s, Sd, (See No. 6.) 

A crucifix, and divers superstitious pictures, 
Feb. 2 1 St. 



End of the Manuscript. 
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